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THAITS OP NATURE. 



CHAP. I. 



£!SCAP£. 



Uninformed of the day i^hen his nephew's 
baptism was to take place, Julius, in the 
midst of the ceremony entered the Somer- 
villes drawing-room. The party assembled 
was large^ and in addition to 9. number of 
persons who were almost strangers to him, 
consisted of Mr. Annesley^ who was one of 
the godfathers, Lady Isabella, Mrs. Ross 
Sir Patrick Harley,and the clergyman, who 
was reading the service. He stopped a 
moment irresolute at the door : but catch- 
ing the eye of Adela, who haliP smiled as 
she looked up at him, he quietly advanced, 
and posted himself next to hen 

When the minister closed the book, and 
the infant Algernon was to be conveyed 
back to his nurse, placid and tranquil as 
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2 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

he had hitherto remained, his patience at 
last gave way, and he burst into a loud and 
vehement fit of crying. Adela flew to re- 
lease from so UQcasy a charge his discon- 
certttd^^godcidtlmr, ^ie»sccrediiajid;provoked 
Alicia, and hastened with him towards the 
door. 

As she proceeded^ iicrothing and endea- 
vouring to pacify such clamorous discon- 
tent, she fondly bent over him/exclaiming 
Nsoftly, '^ fHui^h^ darling boy! Hush, (ioty 
^wn little Algernon !" 

^' 'Ah, how 'much more grateful an awn 
Aigemmiymx might^poasess !'' whispered, 
though aot veiy inaudibly, a voice just .be- 
hind her. 

She hastily turned :her head, and at the 
aamemdment that she discovered in Mr. 
Annesley the author of > this speech, she 
met the eyes of her brother, Avho stood close 
hesidehim^ «2^1 by whom, she could have 
no doubt, it hadbeen distinctly overheard. 
JVightened at such a possibility, she hur- 
ried on, almost tempted, after surrendering 
to his attendant the weary t baby, to avoid 
appearing again. Bat unwilling to occa- 
sion '■ enquiries, and messaged, she conquered 
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her relpctaijce, ;a«d p|iprUy wr^^t^red ,tbe 

rSOOIKI* . 

Julius wafs^iiowe^kgagedMcafda, Middie 
.€;aju49Qi|3ly liqid tdblaM ^ioh 

iie^sati^olHit JU4y[Ij^^U^^ ^hp ww his 
.^artflCTjr^ddr^swg to her goQie iijiestiw, 
.?¥ iff ^s obliged to /ij?prfl^h, nearer ;— and 
then^ to her unspeakable surpr^i^ei far froyi 
[findiog herself cj^ntcraplated by hiin with 
uoffeJL}^ t^ij^f^^i^u^n^s, ^ha saw m^is 
«p^t an ,expw^$|pA of ,?trp^ig-ipfu:Hed ,cpU' 
cern^aud pity ! . 

Affected %. so kind a change, her eyes 
£lled.withtear^y and, scarcely coi:^ she foi[- 
bear ^oing round to thank him. 

Mr. i^me9leyt jth^ugh he $pke to her 
no mof;e|in;fo significant a ipapi^r^ hov^re4 
aj^r her, r ai^ cpnyerj&^d with -hardly any 
body elgjB the whole evening. She listened 
to him with pleasure, but not in complii^ent 
to his powers of enter tainm^nt : on the con- 
tjaiy, l^is animatipn was, at the present 
mp^f^t, alpjost tcjo much for.h^r. But 
with his sight, the recollection of Lord En- 
n^rdale .lyas so strongly united, that, inde- 
l^^d^t .of pjuy Xhix^g he uttered, the very 
sound of his voice was grateful to her. In- 
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deed, she often scarcely knew what he said, 
or was capable of giving to him either an 
apt or collected answer. Yet he still per- 
severed in addressing her; and it sometimes 
seemed as if, actuatedby the same spirit^ he 
found as much satlsftiction in talking to her 
for the sake of his friend> as shehadin fis- 
tening to him. ^ > 

Sir Patrick Harley, who, for several 
weeks, had seen of her infinitely less than 
previous to Mr. Somierville^s confinement, 
was charmed to regain his former privilege 
of bestowing upon her the deliberate ho- 
mage of his * lack-lui^tre eyes/ She appear- 
ed to him, viewed again in the circle of her 
family^ with almost every charm of entire 
novelty ; and so beautiful did he think her, 
so superior to every woman he had beheld 
during her retreat, th^t her presence gave 
even to his ponderous heart, an elastic spring 
it had rarely experienced, and rendered 
him as utterly regardless of every other fe- 
male in the room, as if secure of Adela^s 
most tender partiality. 

Nothing could be less in consonance 
than such a circumstance with the wishes 
of the speculating^ but shallow Alicia. The 
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uniif^a^ied paii^s she had; taken to attract 
toward^ l^ftrselfthje; favour of Sir Patrick^ 
i^<^tf d ir^ her amon; grateful, 

and ycoi^irteous return. She had yet to learn^ 
that thoi](gh flattery from an indifferent per- 
son, in; the absence of a dearer object, may 
enforce complacency > and bribe attention, 
itstands no chance of maintaining its ground 
when vanity becomes a secondary passion^ 
and the feelings ofthe heart are again called 
into action by the presence of its selected 
favorite., Sir Patrick was top ^i^ailable on 
tl)(S;ifcore of conceit, to. distrust the sincerity 
of, ^^lii^(j£Fington's, demonstrations of re* 
gard : and being a fervf ot admirer of beau* 
ty, her civilities were far/rom being unac- 
cej^jU^k to hinu : She appeared in his own 
e^€^>and ;wrfS; ackno^^ledged by many cp^. 
tj^mporary; judges of female loveliness, to 
he even more dazzlingly handsome than her 
junior sjijtejr*, : Yet Aijqlfi, whether from the 

quentlyr or fronypo^l^ssing sji^p^uor powers 
to retain those whom rshe ' bad. f^nce capti- 
vated, was.,universaUy:pronouru?ed the most 
attractive, ,aTjd,'iiey,q*,j^^l^.d. in ,^$^c\^ty to 
secure tliei^rgfistipajQfifK^ji^^^ ^"^ 
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Patridk A^as very p^one to h6 svriytmy ' 
the judgni^rit of the miiUitudc, aiid Ti^hcft 
the two sisters were *tbgi?tfier;^as aWa^s! 
more devotedly the slave of Adfek tftan of 
the less undcsigning Alicia; When tfiey 
y^ere apart; and he bfeheld Mrii Ering- 
ton in high fashion with the ioniiisU men 
df the day, she acquired a degree of con- 
sequence in his estimation that rendered 
her the almost unrivaled object of his^ as- 
siduity. 

•' Why do th^esc dim brfcs,'** said Mr. 
Annesley^ directing i quick, but smiting* 
glance towards the Baronet, and thfilr^d- 
dressing Adela, " so long delay borrowing 
aid from specdh tb interptet their ttasterV 
passion?— ^To that expe^ieirt' they *ithsd 
come at last,' for what cart ybii do witb Hk 
ditmb adoration? Howfever ^i'ell indined' 
yoii mmy be to rewatd it, custom, tyrannic 
custom, forbids your dispensing with the 
littlfe hackneyed ceremony of a specific de- 
claration: to thoughts thai breathe^ he must' 
add wordis thdt Burn, before you can, with 
any propriety^ assure him of yourpity.^ 

" 'There are f6w things, T am persuaded,** 
id Adda> ^^ whicih lief Would dis^dain tdbre' 



one, whom, (whilst he fancies .himicif bddr 
ing in suspoRic^) he (bnihtkss cogaidftas an 
objeet (^ such iafioite. cMnfiusioa^. Be- 
sidies^^he ia 8o.iii9ellg»ftfidfid.b9^v(»tc»laAi^ 
from.thKappTQa<}hc0 of mai; afmaAhSit3^y-^be 
18 so inaccessible to the atteoksiof^gmiiiMrr 
sorrow, by the comtittitimiBliStpfL^ of his 
mod, thail.I much qni^Hkn wb^erjoy oii 
grief, aicr «)t eqiial\}9 rc^motft froRi any o£ 
the feeli^gft he ever, hqif^ or e.¥«r; ti^Vt etsfCK^ 
rience." 

" Witb nbe. impMsiWity} y<ni« attribute 
tQ biw^ be would) b«^a admirably si%l^^ 
for a aaiwaliat to tij) ai liUle e^perimoQtali 
philosi^y upoBi^ l^ Mvoul4. be ^yi^vi^ti^, 
ascert^u)^ aft»r the opexati^Mt o£ tiepafQ^i«^, 
With boW: mueb of hi$< bf aiuv i^i^^MfLing'^ b4! 
mig^t be sent mto the worl4«ito cut 9«^lf94^. 
a figure a* be does^ al^ tbi» .momenf 

'* lam inclined to »u^et|,8aid A4^%j 
half buigbiugt '^ tb^t l>o deduetioivsi i^e 
by such a process, would effect My pbQKOgl^ 

tible cliange!'^^ 
Before tbe psuFty dispersed, Julius ^r^W 

AidelatoafrwaQlie.wiix4«Wt,vidfi^i "Host 
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much longer do the Somervilles purpose to 
remain in town?'* 

' *^ About ten days or a fortnight,*' 

-*^ I have the pleasure then to tell you, 
that no sort of opposition will be made to 
your continuing with them till the last mo- 
ment of their stay/' 

*' Thank youy dear Julius, for this agree* 
able intelligence ; and thank you for having^ 
so kindly undertaken to be my spokesman 
with my father. ^ How did he listen ^o my 
humble message ?*' 

" Oh, patiently enough ! And I do not 
see very well how he could do otherwise* 
He may rest assured that he has no other 
child who would have sent him its coun- 
terpart ! — ^But, Adela— *I have heard a de* 
testable report of Lady Rosalvan-s having 
contracted some mean and disgraceful 
marriage ! Do you know any thing of it ? 
Is the hateful history true ?'* 

^dela sighed deeply, and reluctlantly ac- 
knowledged that it was. 

*' And how did you first obtain the in* 
formation? Who is the wretch she has 
chosen ? Tell me . all you know upon the 
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su^ecjl}; J hope you have never heard it 
alluded to, . e;Nxept within these watllsT' 

*^ Ahy my dear Julius, you must dismiss 
thathopp.!" ' . . 

She then^ seeing him all impatience for 
a fuller explanation, communicated to him 
without leaei^ve. the dialogue which she 
had overheard at Lady Wilbroo|^'s concert^ 
an^ the every-way mortifying reflection^ 
which the persevering imprudence of her 
mother,' encouraged the illiberal to cast 
upon her own birth. 

". I have never,'* continued she, *• yen-^ 
tured into any large party since the night 
of the concert ; nor, to say the truth, 
^all I feel either disposition or courage^ 
speedily, to expose myself again to the 
ghance of hearing such assertions. — Oh, 
Julius, how must my father's total disre- 
gard of me, ' that cruel evening, have as; 
sisted in confirming these injuriou3 doubts !'^ 

Julius, enraged by this account of the 
calumnies in circulation respecting her^ 
mcuie. the most minute enquiries into every 
particular of the conversation which bad 
so much shocked her— murmured a thou- 
sand iropregations between his teeth ; and 



itig 



When he had' gathered frSvA het ihe ut- 
most her memory iro\x\A faiiiiflt\i<Mf ik^'' 

« . •'/(ft t f * ' 

^f It is fit my father should hear bFtfhis !"" 
he abruptly quitted her, and left* the 
iousc. ' ;'• 

The following m6rn?ngr AdHk reffect*^; 
img that her stayiti Londbn wouH^ no w^ be 
very short, and anxious befor.e she went, 
fo obtain an interview with Mr, and Mrs; 
Hampden, 'wrote to the latte^r, etittneating 
her to appoint a timfe for the mefetingj; 
The succeeding evening was namtd ^ and 
Iborrowing her sister's carriage ^dr ^he hb 
longer dared venture to the house unat- 
tended) she was punctual^ to* the hout' 
of assipation. ^ 

William, reading at a window, wasalond 
in the room into which she had bi^en cot-^ 
ducted The sicldy hue of his corhjilex- 
ion remained unaltered r but he lookeci 
Koie iehearful, and received her with easj&t 
and evident pkasure.. , 

Her first enquiries being ever, Adtela iktt-v 

formed hin^ that she expected shortly tf^ 

le* vikit Devonshireji. aiid entreated:' that ha 

'^'otild giVeJ^r authority to exnplo^ IbAt tsb^ 



V&ntB of mediation faetaiittea Um »4 bir 
parents. 

'' Tdl me but whjr, mj: dbw William/' 
added she, : ^'you bave ao Gruelly abitad&edi 
from giving tbein^tnyanlBiJigmct ofjisar** 
self? Tellme only, haw/ sooa I.ma^. an^' 
BouQoe to them a pvofaabjltty of aooiog' 
yoo, and it will be tha jp|F q£ 197; keark 
to prepare them fior y^iitf ariivalt.a]id..Uli 
smooth all the difficulties o£ yo^f fiifti 
n^eetiiig." 

^ It was fer tbe pwiiKlsc/' rfpUfd Ih^ 
^f of leaving us to the fj^^ ^Wj^fSiWf^ 9^ 
tfais^ af&ir, that my coiwdei^ Agffaj>g|[ 
ntired on yowr approacik £«a(4 rRwW* 
dale t^isme, that.jsou axe wmt gQ^9^3^8l^ 
anxious on asnbject whi(^' t^ ^9$>49^fK 
ef yottf own heart alone cml .ivka^T i^^ 
ftcestiogtayou.;. and I ndtt c«|i|f«W5i t^ 
he exhorted me to hear you with np^pF^^ 
determioatiott (o. lemain i^in^m^edby 
your advice. i;he,as3idaQ«t9.aefti» a/fAtu^ 
hie conduqirtowards-nedf thatj^fropqia]^- 
lite friend^ . with: the .jffmptc% bosferer 
distant^ o£ secoveiifig healtbr sn^i^nt |a 
ipsarae my military duties, j»v^ wfteuci^ 

the pride of my hBwV-^ftmwB*^ »^ 
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Spirits^ and inade me willing, at length, ta. 
let my family become acquainted with the 
situation in which I stand. My return to 
England is no secret to them ; but they, 
are equally ignorant of my marriage^ and 
of my illness* Tell them, dear Miss Cle- 
veland, that when consenting to recjeive a 
returning prodigal, they must open their 
hearts also to admit and cherish his loved 
partner; — ^paint to them her angelic con- 
duct throughout the hard period of my. 
sufFeripgs; tell them, her disinterested af- 
fection can.never, by those who love me,- 
be sufficiently repaid: say. that though now 
condemned to penury and sorrpw, she was 
bom in affluence, and till she knew met 
never experienced an hour s affliction ! Yet, 
how heroically has she borne it ! How su- 
perior to all calamity has her attachment- 
made her T^ 

«'A11 this," said Adda, touched by his 
grateful affection, '* I will, with delight,, 
recapitulate. But forgive me, William, 
if I venture to ask, whether your sweet 
wife has made no effort to soften the re- 
sentment of her own father/' • 

*' She has written twice to her sigter-in* 
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law ;" answered he, ^^ there has been na 
tkne yet for the arrival of an answer to the 
second of these letters:, but the first has 
been replied to with vague and unmeaning 
expressions of kindness, which gave us 
very little hope of a favourable issue ta 
the negociation." 

'^ Why does she not hazard a direct ad^ 
dress to her father himself?'' 

^*Itislong," answered WiHiani, '^sinc^ 

hpr father has thought himself in a capa^ 

city to read or write any letters whatever^ 

He is a confirmed valetudinarian, or rather 

hypochondriac, subject to' dreadful fits of 

depression, and apt, continually, to enter* 

tain the gloomiest fears of impending dis-» 

solution. He gives up to his son's widow 

the entire management of his ^ouse^ and 

the regulation of every affair connected 

cither with his estate or family." 
** Is this widow sincerely friendly to 

your wife ?'* ' 

^' We have no means of ascertaining. 
'Amiabel is unsuspicious, and prone to be* 
lieve all the world, like herself, disinterested 
and guileless. 1 have no personal acquaint- 
ance with Mrst Forester j but a variety of 
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ftiintrte attd almost ifidescribabte indica;^ 
tiotiSy lead me to conjecture, that she i» ca«» 
pable of much sefishncss and duplicity/* 

** Hopeless, indeed, in that case i« youf 
Urife'is appHcatioti. But has^ this unfortu* 
liale parent of hers, no friend, or tried and 
confidential domestic near him, through 
f^hoito interference an appeal might' he im- 
mediately made tb himself^'* 

**His oldest friend,' nty ^ear Mitt Clfeve- 
laiid, yon wiH be Surpwsed to hear, is your 
father. Sir Thomas Fores ter> though now 
such a recluse, and fancy in]^ himseilf in s^ 
precarious and desperate a state, is not 
many year* the senior df M»» -Cleveland^ 
and was bis cotemperary both at school^ 
and at the university. Some tune ago^ 
they still corresponded;^ whetiier the en- 
irreasing debility of Sir Thomashas "wdiollir 
occasioned the ^scontinitanceof thatpvac^ 
tice, I cannot say : but to your father, I 
have often heard my wife assert, the poo» 
dejected Baronet is more warmly attached 
than to any other individual still holding 
an intercourse with the worldL*^ 

" Alas f William,^ exclaimed' the mort^ 

ft 

td Adela> ^havtr grievous 1$ it,, that witfe 



arff niy earnest tolidtcide to $6tVe you, I 
sliouM yifet be pow6rl«$^ (where my fi^tlM»' 
iar e^^riied> to make myself of tbe sfflull*- 
est vtift to you* I have xon^ of th^ uMat 
privileges of a child who has »ever ^il* 
fbTly ofibnd^d ! I do not live undtt the 
paternal roof; I nevef cftnVienjg ijHtfc fhy 
father, atad o&lyoticfe^ifice I came t^Ltfii'^ 
dota, have I dv^n hf acci<l6nt found rtysePf 
ur t^esa^e rboiri nvith^hifiii l^^-^Williaili-^youf 
thihlt your o%n ti srtuatioa of peculi9I^ ad^ 
i?ftNfefiy i* and such assuredly itrir, ks fir 
as relates to the injury of your health : 
6ttt ttiere are aflSfctions^ purely m:entaV 
which it requires nearly as much fortitude 
i(y bear up against a3 any wfai^h have as^ 
siiHed^ou.'" 

• ^ I never itefes ote of those,*^ cried young 
Bampdeh,. ** who could derive uny eodso^ 
fetion from khowing how many others 
tfiere are m the world iis miserablis as my** 
self t You^haV6 th^HefdiHe held au« to mti 
jtydkSdi Adda^ the mblft unavaiiiiig df alt 
possible motives of resignation. To have 
heatdthat you were as happy as youi deserve,, 
would very sinceirdy lasLvt xejoiced ihe^tif^ 
iftft ihat yoxk ase^ tlte xoxttrAtyy can onl 
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Adela^ th^nkhig hinafor these friendlj, 
sentiments, then enquired, how soqn he 
purposed, as had bee^ agreed, to remove 
from his present lodgings to. the house of 
Lord Ennerdale* 

*• I. never seriously^'* apswered he, ^* en- 
terjtai^ed such a design. ; The splendid 
town residence of a nobleman at this gay 

4 

season of the year, can be no suitable 
abode, in our present circumstances, either 
for Annabel or myself.. I hppe, without 
giving Lord Ennerdale offence, to induce 
him to desist from the proposal ; since, how- 
ever benevolently meant, it is irksome tQ 
us both to think of.'' . 
. *' He is too sincerely your friend,** cri^ 
Adela, *^ to press upon you any scheme 
which he sees you relucta^nt tocomply with. 
Yet, I am persuaded he wilLbe greatly 
disappointed at your failure, and I must 
Still hopci thatyou may at la^^^e, induced 
to alter your deter minjatio^i, ;The change 
of scene and of eocjety, wpuW, 4q ,you 

good/* 

The appearance of Mrs. Hampden, who 

ow g^?^tly opened the door, and asked, 

th some hesitation, whether she might 

me in. -put an end to the conference be« 



TRAITS OF NATUa£« 17 

tween her husband and Adela^ and intro* 
duced more lively and general converse-, 
tion. 

The rest of the evenings a pleasanter 
one than, in her present frame of mind^ 
Adela had any hope of passing^fled rapidly. 
Mrs. Hampden, with a simplicity and art* 
lessness of character, perfectly unaffected, 
and extremely engaging, was gay and 
original. , Her education h^d by no means 
been neglected; slie had quick parts-^— a 
playful imagination, and a natural softness 
of manners, and wish of obliging, that 
rendered her, in every respect, a companion 
the most delightful. In beholding the un- 
obtrusive, but boundless affection she che* 
rished for her husband, Adela learnt to 
make allowance for the rashness, which 
had appeared to her almost inexcusable, of ^ 
their clandestine union: and felt glad to 
encourage ^ in herself a disposition to consi- 
der the fondness that had caused it, as a 

palliation of its imprudence. 
At eleven o'clock, when Mrs. Somer-' 

ville's carriage called for her, she took a 
reluctant leave, and found no difficulty in 
promising to spend with them another even- 
ing before she quitted town. 



Kt 
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In the passage leading to the street door> 
which, fortunately for her, was open, and 
at which stood one of Mr. Somervillc's 
footmen, she found stationed, as if dii pur- 
pose to see her pass, the presumingj and, 
as she had reason to helieve, vtndietive- 
Norris. He howcd as she gltd'ed swiftly 
hy, and would have spoken, but she was 
in the carriage etc he could articulate a 
single sentence ; and avoiding^ to look at 
him, she desired, in a v<Mce of haste and' 
tfepidation, to be driven home with alll 
possible speed; The order was obeyed, 
And she saw no more of her arrogant tor*** 
mentor. 

Mrs. Somcrville, on hearing AddaV ac- 
cotmt of her visit, and of the obvious 
amendment of young Hampden, said she 
would call .upon his wife the next mornings 
and asked her husband's permission to in* 
vite them, in both their namea, tei^dinnen 
'thh was not a request the hospitable' So- 
mcrville was likely to oppose, and Adela, 
when her sister returned from Dorset- 
Street, had the pleasure of hearing, that 
the Hampdenshad consented to spend with 
♦hem the following day* 
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DtTRiiTG iShc time^hisirttlfriiegbciation tras 
transacting, Julius, the adventurous Julius^ 
was, oii his part, engaged in an eiiterprize^ 
vhich'it rcfquired all bis inti^epidity, and all 
hi^ fttioWii/hifluence, to give hiih spirits 
e^ to^Hetiberate upbil. 

"Ifhrefe* dkys subsequent to Ms last intef- 
v?eW' Wil Adela!, abi^uptty enttrfn^; the 
room in which she was sitting with htt 
two srste?s, he approached her with a Ibok 
of triiimfiate jfoy that irradiated ' his 
wfefele countenanc*, and miing her hands,: 
exclaimed, ahnost breathless^-** 
^*^My good atrd dear Ad61a»^niy long* 
banished sister,' V arit sent to^ tell you, that 
hisiiceforth, riiy father's house is to be your 
hbrtie!**' > . '^ 

A cty of iiiingted gratitttdi, asidnish*» 
nifetit, and transport, bur6tfVdm.herbeM*f^ 
and throwing herself^ bathed* in tears^ 
into h^ brothers arms, she had' only voice 
tdsay— 



<M 
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*^ Ob, Julius — dear, dear Julius ! This, 
I can have no doubt is your generous 
deedr 

^* No matter," cried he, ** whose deed it 
is! The fact is most certain, and from 
the bottom of my heart, I give you an4 
my self joy T 

Mrs. Somerville and Alicia, now ap- 
preached, to join their felicitations to his : 
and Adela, fluttered^ trembling, yet in an 
ecstasy of delight, embraced theqi both 
with the warmest affection. Then^ retumr 
ing to her brother, and resting Jier hand 
up^^ his shoulder — , .: 

" My kipd aQd beloved Julius," said she,, 
jn a tone of entreaty, ^^ will you giv^ jme ^ 
the exquisite satisfaction of hearing how aU 
tnis was brought about r 

** Well — sit down, and I will tell you as 

much of the matter as I can recollect. * 

• ' < *. -.,1' ., . 

The infamous aspersions thrown upon your 
birth at that memorable concert you attend- 
edj sent me home, after hearing you detail 
them, in a paroxysm of rage that }fept m$ 
waking nearly the whole night. Fully de- 
termined Bot to spare my father the. amplest 
relation of these respectable rumours, I 
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wftited for nothing with SO -much itfipa* 
f ience as an dp}i6rtunify of ^xticuti tig my 
purpose. We breakfastied tite^ortite^ the 
next morning, and I availed myself, (too 
much agitated for embarrassment or hesita* 
tion,) of a moment that seemed so favoura* 
ble for the disclosure, t represented to him, 
in^s forcible langviageas I could use, the 
unmerited disgrace such reports were cast^ 
ing upon you ; I reminded him of what had 
fftlten from his own lips after seeing you at 
L^dy Wilbro6ke*s-^that is, of his surprise 
on perceiving your strong likeness to the 
whole Cleveland family ; I said, my heart 
assured me, that you were unquestionably 
the daughter of hofh my parents, my sister^ 
in the truest and most positive sense of the 
word; and I urgently, and even vehemently 
supplicated him, to let you appear as such 
to the world, to open to you his housCj 
and to afford you, from that moment, the 
protection of a father.^' . 

Adela, who was seated beside him, hold- 
ing one of his hands, now pressed it with 
grateful affection to her heart ; and Julius, 
smiling at this mute acknowledgment, thus 
concluded his narrative :— 
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*^ I could obtain no deeided ans^reMo 
my eager renumsttstnce that fd^y : not .to 
have incurred a formal probibition of the 
,«ubj.eot^ wasyi howeTer, a gr^at point gained, 
«nd I used the : tacit privilege iof reverting 
<to;it, on all a9(id>ever)r promising oc^a9i09. 
I^portMit objeotiona ito my pa^opfisjtioti) 
my father ^H>uId^duoe none ;--trivial ones 
I did away by th^ irresistible force af )(^^^- 

less iiQpQrtimity. The h^lmotihmg V^ 
si^i^pense s&mt'tmer^hiitt)[^Srjp^^^ t^e 

scale containing his imsubstantt.al.9Cfuplps 

. vkickfd the beam; heprxwoiinced iai^d|r^|i- 

fied his solemn conf^nt, :^d.I e^^u^t^j^y 

< set off to acqU{aiflrt you with j^y - success." ^ 

*^ And such honour do^s iko.z^alojos aa 
.act of brotherly frieiiulship do y^^u^ <;ricd 
Mrs* Somcrville, *' that.it might redeqn 
.}ialf the errors of the longest life !'' 

^' I perceive/' said Julius^ laifghiug, that 
'^ you think, a few such good deeds^to set 
ajg^ainst the ample store of faults and follies 
which you would insinuate Ist^nd cha^^ged 
withr m.ight not be, altogether^ niere worlds 
of s^upererogation !'* 

^* I think," resumed she, kindly, **:t|nat 
with some human imperfections, ^ot yet 
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sufficiently xli^cipUned hy timk» you have 
the be&t heart th&t ever beat in.". • 

** In the bosom of a jspoiltand only son f 
interrapted'he, "Hey, my dear Elinor,.was^ 
Bot tbat'Wliat you meant ? Well, well^ .i^s 
all very true; I know as perfectly ^s ynju 
can tell me, that lam a rash, petulant, 
headstrong £eUow.; ibiit I have no timp^ 
just new, to a»al3^e the eauses of these de» 
fects ; toaaeertoin wbetlier the^ aUip)x>cee4 
from rtJiericaineity of birch twfgs. in iny nur* 
sery, or from '^e syp^rabundance of wild 
eols^-as'they arecalled,vin my«knUiofcy com- 
pesition. I. hay eaUttlcr business upon mj 
haads a lew miJes out^town, ajijd znust now 
be off ; but you shall see me again, soon, 
and thebyau may resume, -and 'pursue at 
your leisure the 4hapter^ of n>y /n^^ian intr- 

^ ^ And so say iQg^ he wasi hastening away ; 
but Mrs. SoQierviUestppped him to enquire 
whether Adela would be expected to reniove 
to Hertfordrstreet before she and Mr. So* 
SQerville left town ? 

'^ By no xoeans. All she has to do,^ is to 
hold herself in readiness, as ^^oonas you df» 
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part, to accompany my father and me into 
Wiltshire, or wherever else we may set up 
our summer quarters/* 

" Is there any probability then, that the 
usual journey into Wiltshire will be omitted 
this year ?" . 

" You ask too ms^ny questions at a time, 
dear Nell," answered her brother, smiling 
• mysteriously ; — " I can tell you nothing 
of the matter till we meet again. — ^So, good 
n[iorning;- — I could not stay another in- 
stant to save any of your lives!*' - 

He then dashed out of the room, sprung 
upon the horse thiat waited for him in the 
street, and gallopped out of sight in a mo* 

ment. 

Mrs. Somerville, amidst all the joy which 
this sudden turn in the aiFairs of Adela 
gave her, could not suppress a sigh as she 
xeflected upon the accumulation of difficul- 
ties it would bring upon Lord Ennerdale. 

If, as he had stated, Adela was so scru- 
pulous in obedience to the mandates of a 
father who had denied her all countenance, 
how would she now, that her gratitude 
would be awakened by the obligations he 
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Kras ooB&rring^ .• increase in; solicitude to 
eaidfly^ with >e:^ery wish he coiild • forai h^ 
finreii; tike Earl's hoiic pf indueitigrfafr ttf 
GorrespcAid wdth hkn, might bic frastrateil 
hy whit WAS passing ;^-Hand« in thai cas^ 
^hafe means woviA hb poagiess of counteract* 
ing^chvdbstaclfis aa a lengt^i^Eied absence^ 
ah ) ienfbrc^d . silenc^^^Und a too^timid coaii^ 

. AU JJHsse a|iprehensions Mrs. Somerrille 
C0wm\iA\G^tdAito{Losd Entaerdale in writ* 
ii%,,faflul suppHdateditOikriew^ in wbait iiiai^^ 
ner sfaecbuldheteeford:^rve hi^ oJHiae ^ " 
; He answered her by an earnest request 
that she would/ the next day; indulge him 
with an interview at Ladjr Isabella Amses^ 

I TbeirrmieptJBg :^as mdaneholy, though 
most friendly..) / Lord Unnerdale expressed 
the acutest anxiety as. to the result of the 
ne^> measures on which Mr. Cleveland had 
decidied^; :He ^oke of thi interference of 
Julius with involuntary distrust of the 'mo4 
tiy€b:by' which it was dictated ; .yet» upon 
the wjiolci sMmed generously pleasedat the 
IffiD^grdre^y^d iiud^ which Adda was 

VOL. V. c 



9ft maiJTi. ?0K. vjtrtJBm 

sbonbftots^erimce -frinn tbfrftnit xif tar 
£u4il|r;; : HA ipnrsnerf'ehx}: in jMs rbiraw^mt^ 
tftitnl]^ wdomgrgra^iidl; t^ ftbiuMti 

Ipennilk^^haHi Ife nriieold iifttpmsticilijr ^tu 
ftton jfhnt ^tiog^ 4iE HUcr ^firet ftnrtertf 

He begged that when he didhazztd^^^MHf^ 
i£Mgta^ Fonglfelmnferaihyr^ 

koslri Jbclidwecttri )t»tMer :htta(ilvT tjmfj^^ 

tAkmm, tafiytorbe /tbkeni if m» v^riokusil of 

She told him that it was now undergoii|y 
sfadi]e:i2lltriatfiinii^tirat wiMii^gij^^cmMefl- to 
ball trpcxrtlii 'aTtiBi;bbdr>|^v&'flU('niyd«f 4n^ 

Mi)i3oedijinthDilt<didA)r< . : . . 

b::a%ry !«h6h)paillbd^ o^aliy^pevpiemd j^ 
te the^fituite/ tUli|ii tiiat|iaUi^pl6^»)id >M 
fainraii^tiiet« - ^'. '...>)'•. 

r ?Wihdiiv^mlios :liei>t^^i^elyrdl it Odn^kmM 

t»fticti<tt ^hib the ra»itoitlaiirr$dalMiL«^ 



> ' ■• ' 
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^i«» lit iiie'«ii|p^ -^ thendxt ni^.<it 
&ree niMitlu, a small villa on the barts >of 
li»vgiwioiet,<Mir'ftr ^ttkb llicKniiwid. I Wo 

4triiM^#etflt; tritftlffAei^,* odtied^iwltt 

liiM30Mi|Amy«M).'^ ' ■ •••■-» 

sintoYddflrHh ^ttfr'foflKti alt jkllBtfte (N4>^ 
Mantaliioh tt^s, 'l!lttitHl^mo^<li'teii^ 

Vfllftgeiteat ftx>tttf<m, thteftfawfltt' 4Md«U^il' 

e»'tdVttitt4t 

' Mrt. "SotiHftfilte <«hM AKda %eM MMNI 
swake to xmjtetart imH-.n^npiiBt. ■ flihby 
siikeciitheirbraifaM' a nhiHHi^deMf vptsn&icM 
touching his sudden preposaesston'fUl^iftnU:^ 
of a ^pot Which fitiitf 'haAneiftt '^tkx9>Yiam 
ipt^\i'6f beibrelirith ttitt'^tnaflvst paritiiiHjr ; 
it\&i todt8C(r9^r • trtio he'knew there,^»M*itf 

cs 



ivhatcQold be tke.pawerfulobject of attra<$r 
ti0n;thatioducc4 bini t0 prefer it; (^ince 
his father was wlUipg to give up;th6iCii3^ 
|ifQ_9i4ry plan oi^omg. to his fi^mily seat) to 
•ny of the waterHdcin^iog, :<^f sea-bsathjng 

places*' ' '■ '•. A./ '.■ • ,- !i.- 

' He .baffled all ihe&r eji^iiiiies.; l^Ughe^ 
at' their perplejcity ; n^epned in hjgbr spirits, 
aji,4 i^ftpr^^ipBger vififit ; than usui^l, hearing 
^^;39meFviUe^sftyi.th«t shei^^^ to 

apakiter^ to ;^tch home Adelas picture 
disconcerted her a good deal by proppsipg 
Wi bp. P^r the .paijty.; ^, .l^ad no >^<?i»e 
5W4y*:h9^fiver^%4?cVn:ing 1m a^ttwdan^, 
and t))e^efofie,, w^th ,the beat gx^e she could, 
?C4;cR^e(|,ijt..;. A^;da, whoj >whilst 2|itti«ig for 
this; (por|;m^ Jifkd bi^eA. completely wearied 
c^'. the' pa^ntj;r*^:house| and.a^l that itprjs- 
sented to her eyes, would gladly have : ex- 
eipMd l^pj^ftclffrpm sgain re-entering it; but 
\^\kfif the xar4§gi:.<}sras announced^ Julius 
«fWe4 her j^yin^and ^istpd upon her going 

1 . i '7{^29!f WP^^P^ object of Mrs, Somer- 
vi^)e^|^fV4sit (the. restitution of tj[ie picture) 
^^^.efTected, she. i^ould hfiye^felt some* 
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what embarrassed fbr a inofiv^>4!o' pro^Mtidt 
her departure^ Had not Julius fut-tii^iedt 1 
very suffitient on^by the^ eagerness' vJith 
which he requested to see every portVaibiiA 
a state of any for^vardness .vrhi^h the artist 
then had in hand. Whilst he and Adela 
were lookitig- them over, 'Mrs. Somerville 
ai^ailed herself of the opptWIiutiity to givt» 
directions^ in another part of (tii fMtn* 
about the copy she wished to have:fli!nie- 
diately began. ' 

^ During this interval, Adela; made the 
discovery, amongst the miniatures whit^h 
her brother was most solicitously examih- 
ing, of one, representmg the capricious 
heauiy^ as she had always called her> whom^ 
at the beginning of hfcr ' residence 'in Lon- 
d6n, she had seen at the niillinePfe. 
' ** Ah, here, at length, is d face I know !** 
feried she^ regarding it with miich plea« 
sure — • • • ' ' ' - • 

, " Do you, indeed ?'' said Julius^ with 
quickness. * 

**'Yes, but not even the name of her to 
whom it hi^ongsy'* answered she, srtfuck by 
the hurried ^cetit' inwhidh he had' spoken. 
•*— " I saw her once or twice when I first ar- 
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?3»isf€m(ea(i0iii ^m askod with' am tt?r «S 
iaw>9^nli >urpriie wbioh a^toarefl to inWmr 
9» iiUQSistibly hidiccou^i tM h« laughed im^ 
SMidi^rately; but not i^hoo^iog ta iufbraii 
ha w^y, and flieewg MFft-SomcFvUle f«»c^. 
to departj he drew her arm wit^ia hi^ owti^ 
aiid aiecomp^sMd the tw0 aisl^rs baoJc: to 
thecarmgr. 



KIbivndipiMCiil of her yaximaad wtn^ 
ference w the conceiraak of Wiliian. Hamp^. 
dienj Adc^a t^m de^rmiaied to write into 
Devonshire thoee details which ahei tm 
longer had any {irospect of communicating 
-tferballji. 

She made known to William the revolur^ 
tion ill Her own ^ffhiv^x wA the^t^ which 
9fae had takn> U^ con^utenoe, the day he 
dinfld at her kiiSter'a; and theii eequinM 
whetiitir.ltt^ wife had y^% xeeelved from 



ll»* IkKm^ ptiH »Q3VM ta. her ftfcoi^ 
^' Yes/' he replied^ with an air. oft thir 

: HR.t^iiMwr<4h«£%l^ter« wipt^iii 

4M&<B|^«MMM 9i itmnidti^ ahaqj»dingi» 
fiifAB»ivm. oil tbe^moftt tendfer.xojilctrii; 
IwtmimQiuBciqg'a tplai£uliifwiii iis. ^witef ^i( 
widcaxtwjrs, to smlify the. lefle^lmeiaLt ofSir 
^Uttmai, s^sd.beji^liog.mpath^ctic straiiiB 
tiie aiUtiiai^ aad aili&tiiig pi:9hibu.toii she 
iiaud Becmved^ ^ves to: ttsKfw the su^jgaot ; 

^heire tan thsougii tibfe labouf ed qpiisitle 
«. .tone <tf jgKaggiaalfld spntipaent, of cant 
«»di bypooruj^ tigit i«iy miioh dJgpQMd 
Adfl&alioaMKrJte hfiA&and tp dcspi&s its ctisr 
aembUng writer. She gave it back to Hamp- 
den, however, without permitting herself 
to add to his irritation by afi uniquahfied 
avowal of the ill opinion it had excited ; 
but rather sought to revive his better hopes^ 
by an assurance that, when once established 
at her father's, she would leave no effort un- 
attesnpted to secure the active exertion 
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of that inflUettee which, WiHSaki had 
told hef^ he possessed over the seotuded 
•Baronet.' ' ' • -^ . • '• 

' In the course of this^day's visitj Mr. and 
Mrs. Somerville> discovered in the dtpf^tt- 
menty manners, and conver8ati(>n of the 
new]y-married pair, so much to approve^ 
that they found thctasel ves irresistibly draivn 
to take a lively interest in their afikitf, 
Adeiahad the pleasure aliso^ in the^even*- 
ihg, of seeing themintroduced to^ and most 
courteously received by, Lady IsabeUi, 
Mr. Annesley, and Qeneral Cleveland; <To 
this last, she was particularly desirous that 
'William should f ecommend . himsd^ asl liis 
:being in the same profession mighty in some 
Hvay or other, she thought,, render sikh aa 
acquaintance peculiarly advutageous to 
-him. 
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CHAP. III. 



REMOVAL. 



The moirlent was now arrived when Adela 
and her lovtd sister were compelled to part. 
Tender and mutual was the sorrow that ac* 
companied their tearful adieus ; Mr. Somer* 
yille feelingly participated in their regret, 
and the children hung round their youthful 
Aunt^ reproaching her, with almost angry 
earnestness, for having given them false 
hopes that she meant to ^spend the summer 
with them at Rosedown Court. i 

. Lady Harriet Mordi-iigton^ Hewly ten- 
trusted to the care of a highly-recommehd*- 
ed governess, had been sent to the house 
of her father the preceding day.. Mrs. 
Erington likewisct was already gone from 
Cumberland-Place, and that very morning, 
had set out on a visit into Hampshire, pre- 
vious to returning to her widowed home in 
Wales. Some intimation had been given 
her, that her company would, for a few 
weeks, be acceptable to her father.; but 

c 5 
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these she had affected not to understand : 
privately confessing to Mrs. Somerville, 
that being thoroughly acquainted with hii| 
temper, and, at the same time, knowing 
something of her own, she was well aware, 
that she could not commit a greater act of 
impiudence than to become his pexmanent 
guest I 

^^ I have been emancipated too long,** 
added she^ ^^ to return willingly to the 
yoke. Adela has more pliability, and may 
do better. Besides^ the bondage will be 
new to her— and novelty, whilst it lasts. 
Tenders every thing endurable. Let me see 
how she will like her chains half a year 
hence!'* 

, •' Do you not know^ my dear Alicia," 
^aid Mrs* Somerville, wiiling, '* that the« 
is a, n^thod of wearing chains, which 
lightens their pressure, which pads ihim 
wUft totUm, nay, which makes them hang 
jso looee, as scaiscely to be felt^ I do in 
^ny^ conscience believe, that no one is more 
.perfectly aojuaiiited with thii method than 
cur sweetly-tonpered Adela. She never 
luiTers her imagination to give weight tp 
tribes ; and tiiat being the €aae» her spirils 



are all the eqmmon provocations of lifi^ 

, f * pt wli^t but graif|s pf <lu8t,'' resumed 
^}}W^ yi^b flifickness, " is the whole 

earth made up? Yet, collected together^ 
do they not con>pps^ a hug<^ apd most ^pb- 
^tantjal m^^? So ft is with trivial g^ie* 
yap€C«, often reiter^ecj j they, ^t length, 
cQus^jtpte a tprment Qpite colossal, which 
.^rushes^ pr casts ijato deep shade, every 
little blossom of happin^ess." 

" This picture is palpably overcharged— 
Ye^, jE^t thjB present moment, I implore you 
jxpp to depress Adela jby holding it up to^ 
jljipr contemplation J* ' ' 

'* J^Q, pj^'' CTfcd Mrs. Eringtqn^ iapgh/ 
ing^ *^ I ^t^ve top much generosity to'aini 
a^ ii^stilling apptphension into Tier n)ind» as 
ai3^:f:ej9^fully ,as I have wrought cohyictioti 

Julius had prpmii^ed, that the morning 
fi/[f!^. 15,9,Eperviftc went^ ^le lyould pall for 
h^^h # two o*clock, and diclve her down 
m hjyj curricle to the Richmond Villa : but 
tQ ^YQ^d t^rayclling in the heat of the dajr^ 
^P^9,??^rvil(^ were forced to separate from 
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her/ and commence their loBg journey,, at 
eight. 

The last words (uttered with significant 
emphasis) which the affectionate Elinor 
addressed to her sister, as she quitted the 
house, were— 

'' Be stedfast— and be faithful !" 
Mr. Somerville echoed them. Adela, 
smiling through her tears, seemed to pro- 
mise the strictest observance of their im* 
port, and two minutes afterwards, the 
coach drove from the door. 

Few things are more melancholy than the> 
sensations experienced on turning frotn a' 
group bf departing friends to r^-eriter a large ^ 
deserted dwelling, suddenly consigned to 
total and dreary silence ! The contrasts 
between what it now. appears,and the bustle 
of the preceding moment — the chearfuU ^ 
ness of^ perhaps, many precJeding months, 
strikes a sadness to the hea^rt almost as 
oppressive as a real calamity. 

Two hoary-headed dqmesticsi a man and 
his wife, who had outlived every other spe- 
cies of service, . were alone remaininjg in 
the forlorn mansion as its guardians till the 
ensuing Londou season. The principal 
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rooTtis, ^ which every centre was occu- 
pied by piles of chairs, sofas, and tables, 
were divested of their carpets and curtains, 
and at once sounded hollow, and looked 
"Ihe image of discomfort. Every book was 
packed up ; the pictures were all covered 
with paper ; and the piano-forte was put 
into a case,' ready to be conveyed away. 
Even Adda's own chamber was a scene of 
nearly similar 1 confusion. It was streWed 
oiner with: fragments of packing materials, 
and the refuse of her London wardrobe, 
dkhibitihg a heterogeneous mixture of old 
ffewdrsf,' broken fans, ends of cord, cast off 
gloivesi and bits of matlSrigi Amy^ charged 
with 'her lady's trunks, had just departed 
fdi* the early Richmond stage. . 

How to fill up the long interval till twd 
oVlock, it was no easy matter to decide 
She could iiot walk out, for the aged defen- 
der of the premises, was- too busily en- 
gaged in cording hampers, and nailing 
caises, to attend her. She retained no 
itieans of occupation, nor any source of 
amusement. Thus circumstanced, she was 
reduced, for th^- first time in her life, to 
wish, for that, iiow improbable rdief— ^an 



tain?blf» of sleeping ?«r*y t;hp wjtt four <m: 
^ye hoHFf pip her uqm^ b((|. 

S<wne olid bp(^H$ of tb^ f^p^ra^ ?. few Cfja- 
QiefNbiUf, ^^d half fi, dxx^^f^ mofi^a frofp dif- 

ftrwt pers^n*r ^Wl^viPS Pftej: .%?•• Sft- 
ini^rvi% during hpT cmfi^oieot, ajOTcmki^ 
.^ »l^n4«r (epriev0 tQ l>ei! ^m(i f n4 Kcens 
jFfs^J over with an^^ttentiot) theylt^^ pfq^ 
i^hiyr}^^99 far from e2|:citipg at the timp 
.^ea th^y fiv^^ eame mt^ thei^ PfV^^J^^"^ 
hatujs. Pat th^f Ikffbie baniers ?gaj^ 
Kotai I]$t)i^pe6Si9 iojsipkl 9P they p7oy]e4^ 
ii^re$Qoi)er ei!Lb»|i»3t^d th^i^ replaced ; am^ 
PQ their .eojl»i:e faihi^i A^l^ vr£« df ly^^ ^ 
the deapeirs^ expedient ^f gpisg jd^vvrp iff 
see old Joseph coippjiete hfs pacMgq?/ a^ 
fto pfer fear ffitvicie^ in »?iitiqg qards <)f dir 
»ectipp. Th€ sigH of two ^r% porter^ 
hrn^^fh (tl;«:al)|f and^?4y«WwJ^taqf 
J^eph'a w^}c, tjfioi^ wijliflg effor^taj 
drove Jier away fyq^ ^he 1qi»w p Vjt oC ^b^ 
housp i*. * niouvcajt : Bridget, JftsepJ^'s wi% 
«ught * gUropse .9f\fi/^fi» rsh^r^ew »b»ck ,to 
the fJiaiw, a»d xjij?ily hiiSrt*?ed Jfipc^ 
eaqMre w^at w^e her comjufinfjef? 
''I b«re mm, Mdmto 1 tMij:: y#ii;' 



Atiswisred Adela» *^ but mei^Iy came to 
knew whether your husban4 wanted a;^ 
direqtions written • If you cau lend m^ 9 
hoQk> however^ or supply me with any aort 
<)f Beedte-work, my purpose would he aor 
M«red still better." 

Books, old Bridget^ was not rich in ; hut 
with noany excujses for letting her take ftp 
much trouble, i^e brought to Adela, in the 
parlour where she and the SomerviUes had 
breakfasted^ the border of a cap to hem^ 
and charitably furnished her with a bra^ 
thimble^ aome. entangled thready and a 
<!fooked needle« 

With these impljsments^ which w^re 
thankfttUy accepted^ Adela began her self- 
ailotteil task ; she finished the cap-border, 
and then applied for all its com^ponent 
j^aitsi aiid con^pleted the whole operation. 
Old Bridget knew npt how to expire^ spiQI- 
cknt admimtioQ pf ^ucJ^l .expeditious ^pro- 
ceedings, or sufficient gratitude, for Mi^s 
Cleveiaxid's condesoei^ion. 

Meanwhile, two o'clock struck, and no 
Jiulius appc^red^ Adda, then was loraqd 
to entreat that Bridget would supiply her 
with fresh employment. The good woman. 
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almost at a. loss what to produce, at length 
dragged forth from a box in the garret, a 
coarse half-finished shirt of her husband's^ 
which the fair sempstress as industriously 
toiled at, as if she had been labouring for 
a precarious subsistence. Wliilst her hands 
were thus employed, her mind kept pace 
with their activity ; she anticipated her ap*- 
proaching meeting with her father; she 
thought of Lord Ennerdale, she revolved 
the events of the last three months, she 
meditated upon the gradual progress of their 
attachment, and vainly, yet most fervently, 
wished for penetration to foresee what would 
ultimately be its fate. 

Whilst these reflections engaged her, 
four o'clock arrived, and Julius, soon after, 
stopped at the door. 

He made some excuses for being so late, 
and as they ' s^viftly drove off, asked her 
how she had contrived to fill up her time 
the whole morning? 

" I amused myself,^ answered she, smfr 
ling, "in ruminating upon your faults! 
Don't you know> that this is invariably the 
fate of every person who keeps another 
waiting?'' 



^ bh, then you were in no want of re- 
creation, I can , answer for it ! And I 
give you joy, that you hit upon so fruitful 
a theme. •' . 

He then, to her enquiries respecting the 
dispbsitioH, towards her which her fiithet 
now appeared to entertain, answered, that 
ihe must he neither hurt nor surprised if 
she ibund herself i denied an intci'View tiH 
the moment of* sitting'down to table* It 
was his father's determination, he said, to 
avoid any privacy at their first meeting; 
and he had, consequently, invited several 
people to dinner, with whom his acquaint- 
ance was but of recent date, and who knew 
tlothing of his domestic history. 

" You *re to be introduced to them,** 
continued he, *' as the daughter of their 
entertainer, without any reference to youip 
jiew installment in the housie : and I ear* 
nestly recommend to you, to suppress all 
indications of emotion, and to subdue, as 
much as possible, all appearance of confu- 
sion. You will take your place; as a thing 
of course, at the head of the table; yoti 
will talk with, and shew attention to your 
neighbours; and the more cahnly and col- 



4i Ti^m o% vmii»ir^ 

lif MljIhJWm «W do* Wfc tJw.JiHVffrCW^t you 
wiHgWD in, my iatl»f^*S| ^ym., ?1iij» q^ 

be very tender or paternal ! My d^ar 44f)% 

pill; tmi^tumti a»46ii«?f'?«Ht»gs^ m^i are- 

)|iA]^Mier.HaB|U)t^tngltiqfoiifivi^ 9r ^ 
#>)194 % ^t|>eti« 99(11^ VF»f^ tJt|ei)«; 4PPQfff|( 
the lum w^s^ty fpR w HPViti|fpp#d W^fift 



»> 



VpCVf, 



Ad«J^ feocv jiiot. i?h^ti*sr tp w^oyf^^ o; 
gnevf^ 9^ tibi$ accouBt <^ Mr. C^iQvelaipd'f 

#BMil>idid«gi yeti, igww^i^t wl»ft WW^JH?* 

would hav9 tie^ expect^ fjrpm li«c, s^n4 

inoul pp|»rox«4i' Jw4 * V^\y^^ w^ro^vction 

jtahfnpl^ef, &^^ ei»4^ayoured to WooTiiWj 

I^OQQil«d tok th« chiUiog det^rmuKitioi| 
.noWya^Qpted,. 

Tlw light vehicle qncj rapid cours<ei;s of 
her brptli^r, CQUveyed her to her journey's 
Ql^d io ti<n.e abundantly sufficient to dress 

for dipn^r. Amy stQojd ^% the. hiMoor ia 
r^dioesa tq velc9i«?'&]9d ^Qiid.uct Iter to 
her A.ppoAfttfd, room i ^nd JfuUvui promi^^d^ 
wh.e«L \»e. wwt.dftWA.ftow ^w p^e* t9. 
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]tiwck 9t b^t doM tkM tli0y niglit dnoen^ 

> 'Jlhft bottim ithflHgh>iiQt brge,.. w» mnH 
distributed,. -aiMli pnhv^y camwodfouK 
iM i^wAlio9» on.tlieTMdam iianhs of the 
Thames, was beautiful ; and it was. fittei 
up with aU iHsfj^wy an/d taste of a^ fttiry 
pilajut* Addia'a afmrtmeKt^ one o£ the 
beat k affiMoiQdi wtia chea^I ^uid ^egont { 
it faced the ri ver^ from which it was oaly 
dt^eni by a slophig lawn^ dotted* with 
abniha afui tree fti. 

'^Aib^ dear !^ii]^ Missy/' cried the vo- 
luble aud faithfiil Aoiyv '^ thiS' be some- 
tSsiogUke a hemq WMe so happ^vl Yoti 
be nowwhene yw should he, wijth good 
fapa set lov^ and make you great ladj^t^ 
ita^ khid brother to dnve you aboutj^ and 
SDake yivu merry^-^aad sfftvants all rounds 
to db whftt you faidt and to call yen their 
ewtt mifttMBs i Ab> this, be the brightest 
day poor Amy ever see t" 

Adol&» vdiose heart was full, and whose 
fpicksmeeeagttatei^ thi«w her arms round 
Hits fimd and worthy oiteatttse*s neck, an4 
with MBsatiens lose partaking of joy^tkan 
of :miBg^ gratitude apd appieiieiiiioi^ 
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sobbed upon her bosom. Amy's tears 
flowed fast from sympathy ; but smiles ao- 
companied them, and ei'cn whiist she wept 
she persevered in ejaculating— ^ 

'^ Me nevf r so happy in my whole life 
before!" ! ; ,. 

When Julius gave the signal agreed upon 
siit:herdoor^ and his sister joined him, hf 
attentively surveyed her. countenance, and 
shaking his head, cried :r-* , 
. /' My poor dear Adfila, you do not look 
your best^ and I am heartily sorry fc: it! 
Wliat have you been about, to occasion 
those red eyes, and pale cheeks ? Did you 
think it necessary to prepare yourself to sit 
for the picture of a Magdalen ? I assurt 
you that Floras and Hebes are much more 
to my father's taste. He i& a great judg^ 
of female beauty, but he likes it to be 
blooming and sparkling, and it would have 
been of infinite advantage td you to have 
shone upon him with all your brightest 
lustre.— Come, chear up, my * pensive niin/ 
and let him have the gratification of seeinj^ 
you admired, and of learning to think yoa 
worth being prpud of**— Your outside, you 
knowi is^U that you can yet expect him 
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ta attach aoy value io-rhe i^mi have time 
allowed him to get^acquaiiited with the 
good littlft heart within.'' 

This exhortation forced from her a smile^ 
and Julius seizing the happy moment, 
quickened hts steps, and, arm in arm with 
her» entered the drawing room ere its traces 
had quite dispersed. 

A groupie of gientlemen, among whonr 
stood her father^ were convening near a 
window; and upon' a sofa, at some dis* 
tance, sa^t two ladies. 

Julius^ pdw, intcnttonally raising his 
voice, though only to remand' his friend 
Wasp into the hall, Mr. Cleveland turned 
his head, and on perctivin^ by whom his 
son was accompanied^ stepped calmly for- 
ward, saying to Adela— 

" I believe you havfe not the honour of 
knowing Mrs. ktd Miss . Rivers : — let me 
hitroduce you.'* ' 

Julius relinquished het ar/i), and she 
then found that sh^was^expectedto follow 
her father towa^ the two ladies whooc* 
cupied the spfa* 

They rose as she advanced, and Mr. Cle- 
veland, after uttering a brief form of pre- 
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»Mte<»on; Isft ber to iind An'^f^iMtf ^ Wft- 
ndar them, !and^ a8>it' IH^ewiite KftfisaJPiMl, to^ 
find subjects of c6ifVA«aTi«li^ ' fiAi ^^kdit^ 
iB]^aiiddkioosiipai«dM-ldi« *^t^, Ifiough 
to 'ontward K^to^aifce, tti^t^fuili ^ • Mfos V& 
cbviabte foreasyitaikfeto^li^^r^ mifiSl^t^tk 
for ttvKi!eiitim «trai]gv»/'tli6jt^ 
whom looked reserved, thi^lMdM^f Whom 
wnibbviantiy:ittOvei&dtd%oM fdt fbe %p- 
lirMida T>f iFoK OS) >ot ^mtne^f - tke «Mn^tieM" 
thid>\daido^^ tbattdelirOttiM tofVAfit %y'>^e 
civilities of her handsc^me bo9t64s. 
V To ;this : deejdifHrMij^d atid' formidable 
Ibdy, {Adeti hadiscaredy/Mumge^ld^ddMm' 
Jbesscjf : ibut pr^erri^g e^e tshMte ttf u 
qiiiet nefiaiseifTKitn t^^jljattght^^ slue ftartd 
sodiiethiiig tb<ratl^eiibeaaiT)rk$f^^<)t]Aa«^^^ 
and of the Thames^-ftnO'ia^ed 4»dr If ^sSkt 
Urasfoiidcif liitiiiiigt^ ^1 * ^ 

. 'd^itejfti\ws/r4)lksd to^tlMseii^ ^d «im<^' 
pie overture with so much gim^dmi^Maiiiil 
gcbdfbreedingy t)»i Addtij>pl^Wd^iAt 'her 

ff»hii0pic^ai^do^ry4^t)[^tjm^ ittlliatij^^^ 
engage her new acquaintance -fe 'a *h*ai4^1~ 
»n&)uxieoiisiimititd 'dialogue; . ' > ^ ' 

r>iust^cfi)n3 daiti^r was ^tan^S/oki^d, "WlA^ 



bott^ctelKhd' matfe ^Irfs appfeaf ariicSc, and^ 
^ A^ehi sfeprtty .rfisco vef eel,, canSB Uh fcx- 
pe6ted guestl ' ^e ''^^^ cteligWt^d t6 S^ift 
her, but .on his guard ajgaiihst . t>etfay^ 
ihg now particillarly delighted to see Iter 



Mrs. Rivers revived at his approach, and 

riiade room Tor' nfirt on the sofa hetween hfer 

f 

daughter ^nd herself., "She 'had liiriSWd 
With 'cbr4 disregard tft'l^hi/ptevibift cohver- 
$al:iotal pf 'hef yoiiihYul ' cbnipahi6ris ; liiit 
was now proTujiQ in yolubuity and smiles, 
^s It ' anxious 1;o makeup ¥bl*'tlie tTme she 
had l^st .in unwmmgiy usleniog to tae chit- 

fchit of tWd'itistptd'gir'U, . 

'the Batae'oi'Riwi-s, tt'h4;cP^tmck k&A\ 

tlii^'rii6i{ieii*t sHe'he'af'a' It, ;'#aS .fabt toev^ 'to 
h'di- ; 1itia;iibw, 'Oh l/fetidfdfhg 'th6'ft!6the**i 

Vfce, tfr^ -<5brfWrfelti<itt 'ih'a'^ kiii 6tf6«' ]^as- 
feir at' il^i*. AMehl^V'i pbhdertilHg this 'liavj 
recurred forcibly tdli'cr relhfembratic^,' arid 
sheieltassufed'tnatsne saw its object be- 
fore her. 
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^' But the daughter/' thought Adda, 
'^ Lord Ennerdale said was amiable, and he 
pitied, her for haying so obtrusive and un-^ 
pleasant a mother T 

To this daughter then, modest in de- 
meanour, and prepossessing in countenance, 
she turned with renewed alacrity ,^ and the 
discourse which Talbot's e^t^ance had susr 
pended, was resumed. 

During dinner, the. first at which Adela 
Jiiad ever presided astcufy qfthchouse, the 
consciousness that whatever* she said or did 
was scrutinizingly observed by her father, 
restrained the ease of her manners, and 
gave them a sort of trepidation, which she 
found it impossible entirely to shake off. 
Yet, upon the w,hole, she, had reason to flat- 
ter herself that Mr. Cleveland was tolerably 
well pleased with her, since, to>vards the end 
of the repast, he invited her to c^rink a glass 
of wine with him ; and when the desert was 
set on, selected from one of the dishes placed 
near him. i^ome remarkably fine fruit, and 
sent it up to her^ saying, 

^^ At my recommendation, Adela, taste 
those strawberries ; they are better flayouro 
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ed than any I haye mej; ^ith ik€. whole 

From such a hand^ Adela would have 
thoiight .th<rm well flavoured had they par- 
' taken of all the crudeti^M of the wildcSst 
crab<iap^e! She received thetn with a glow 
of pl^iasure, andi a bpw of aoft acknowledge 
ment^ which^ though silent^ spoke yolumes. 
Her brother's expressive eye$ sparkled^ and 
were full of generous qongratulatipn ; and 
iTalbqt , seemed half ready to start fi'oni 
his iseat, and give his uncle's hand a. cor^ 
dialshake. ; 

. Mrs, Rivers, her daughter had told Adela^ 
was only in that neighbourhood^ for a pat^ 
of the summer/ being on ^ visit toiler bro- 
thei> jvho was one of tlje company prsesent« 
. .T)iie other gentl^i^en; who : made up tji^ 
p^rty> with the exoeptioa of Talbot; and 
Julh&s^were none of them mufii ypunger 
than their grave host^ and all had residence^ 
i^i§ome: ope. f^f the, n^ighbojnrlng Tillages 
^)upl%jWr beautifidly .§ktrt the Th^es.- Jhe 
personage <?f chief imj)^[>r^ w^sj 

a wciabl^i and livi^ly old peer, \y/i9 was 
placed next to Adela, and whilst he, chatted 
^«>j]|ffioWitl%r:tJi^dB^pd-hu.i350ijr^ja ^ifiather, 

VOL. V. D 



shewed an evident adniraUon of her, ex« 
tremely gratifying to Mr. Cleveland's 
vanity, 

Never had Adela so much wtsh^ to 
please, fof never had she before felt sensible 
iiow mnkbh depended on the sentiments of 
partiality of criticism which she might 
atv^ken. The conclusion of the meal found 
her divested of all painful diffidence, serene^ 
tmd nearly cheerfbl. Her pleasant neighs 
iMHir, proud of his success^ relaxed not in 
Jm effiDits to entertain her ; and, whilst she 
listened to him with the readiest politeness, 
she was anxiotis not to be deficient in atten* 
tion to any one else. - 

^ This must do !^ thought Julius, as he 
delightedly observed her, " My father can- 
not but be stroek by the perfect elegance, 
the unaffected propriety of such manners ! 
She is the sweetest girl, almost, ift the whole 
world !" ' 

In whoiEie fkvour this savhig clause, ^ this 

« * » 

significant almost, was mentally pron<i\inced, 
may hereafter, perhaps, be explained*. * 

When the ladies rose from table, Mr. 
Cleveland said— 
' *' As the evening is iso fine, peifkiJ^i 



Adela» Mrs. and }Jkm' Rrverfit ifis^ like a 
little excm^ion in your br^itb^'s beab 
You willy in thalc£ise, give t)ie necessary 
orders; the servants who row k can be 
ready in a moment/' 

Adela was most thankful fox this hint, 
which relieved her so happily froim the un^ 

assisted fatigue of finding amusement for 
one, who,, hy agy of her own 4iex, did not 
appear as if she would deign t^: accept 
amusement, This. uncQnciUating kdy^ 
agreed to the^ boat-scheme with passive and 
frigid coHiposure; her daughter anticipated 
4t with eyident pleasure; and during nearly 
two hoarsy it afforded t6 Adela all the satis* 
faction which she was capable of experiencr^ 
ing in the society of Mrs. Rivers« 



CHAP. IV, 



COMPLIMENTS. 



W^BH the female t^io returned to the house, 
and te» i¥a« bf o^g^t in^ the gentlemen who 
had i^.rmed the dinner pa^ty» all made their 
^fi^^jvas^ in the drawing-room* Lord 
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Kothbury^ Adela*s aged but agreeable ad^* 
mirer, again pkced himself next to her, 
and after some conversation upon common 
topics^ struck by the tone of her voice, as 
she called to her brother who was standing 
at a little distance, he suddenly asked her 
whether she sung ? 

. *^ There are musical accents in speaking 
as well as in dngingy^ cried he, " and some- 
times the two faculties do not meet in the 
same individual : but I hope that in you, 
they are united, for you look as if I should 
not have to pay the penalty of a two hour's 
supplication for a five minutes amusement ! 
—Indeed, when I find that this is likely to 
be the case, I often withdraw my preten- 
sions almost immediately, and sit down 
better satisfied with the lady's firmness in 
resisting entreaty, than with the idleness 
of those who persevere so long in bestow- 
jng it. 

Adela cast her eyes towards Julius, 
anxious to ascertain how he thought her 
father would approve a compliance with this 
intimation ; and seeing him nod with a look 
of encouragement, she opened the piano- 
forte^ and sat down to play and sing the 
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first easy air that occarred to her retnem^^ 
brance. 

iShe had, at one period of her life; because 
she was told it would please her father^ beea 
particularly ambitious to become a good 
musician ; but afterwards^ finding him still 
wholly neglectful of her, she, in a great 
measure, renounced the endeavour, and to 
many accomplishments of alessshewy nature 
had devoted more time^ and attained more 
excellence. In speaking modern languages, 
in drawing, in reading aloud, she was sur* 
passed; by few— as a musician she had little 
other merit than feeling, and a voice natu* 
rally sweet-toned, though deficient in bril* 
liancy ind compass. Since her residence 
in London, where she had heard so many 
admirable performers, she was become fastis 
dious and wholly distrustful of her owa 
powers-^— and except to avoid the pain of 
being urged, never either sung or played! 
unless to her most intimate friends. 

The courteous old nobleman, however, 
professed himself delighted by her. humble 
performance, and in all probability, profess* 
ed no more than he felt ; many auditors not 
being gifted with the skill to discern so 
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fiiiich merit ih eonquerin^, us in ImlwitKg 
gracefully ho|v^ to avoid difficulties* 

UniEtmbitious pf further distinction, she 
xesTgned her seat as speedily as she could^ 
and Miss Rivers was then dispatched by 
hct mother to occupy the vacancy. The 
3tk)m'ent ike begun, her voice, soft, -pene- 
trating, and flexible, recalled to Adda's 
mcthoty the interesting singer she had heard 
the evening Lord Ennierdale related the 
history of the hornpipe ; and the longer she 

• 

likened, ^e longer she looked at thieunaffect^ 
effly-modest countenance of Mtss Rivers^ 
Ihe more convinced she became of her 
identity with the charming young woman 
she had so teuch admired. Already dis- 
posed to feel most favourably ioclined to* 
wards her, this discovery still further in- 
creased that disposition ; and she stood by 
the instrument during the whole of her per- 
fbrmance, widi an air of such sincete and 
animated approbation, that Lord Rothbury, 
TtidYt an observer of expressive looks, than 
a judge of expressive tnmic^ declared to 
Talbot, his next neighbour, " t)lat Miss 
Cleveland's perfect «e!xempt ion fr^m envy of 
^ herctnnpa;nicin'« (pfeAaps) ^uperbr talentsi 
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was more beautiful^ more worthy of adnlU 
atioD, than th^ most faultless atrbin thift 
ever was warbled forth l^^ Syren !" 

When h|i lordship and the other giies^ 
had departed, Talbot eaun^ed, for whom 
a bed^room had been prepared^ Miv Cteve- 
land, with an air expressive of in^ inoonr 
siderable dis^ppointmeut, asked hts d^vgh^ 
ter how it happenedi that she had "9^ stf 9Df«* 
ly neglected her music ? 

Adela was leas mortified by thui «]i44iil 
than her brother, who hastily answered i-^ 
'^ She does Mo^ neglect it> sir 1 Ihaveheurd 
her practising very often w Cumberbad^ 
place*'* 

^' But did she take lessons of any ^od 
master ? Of what u^e can it be to her t^ 
confirm herself by practice in aU her prtMMi; 
faults ? — ^She has no management of v4HOf 
no ductility^nooomnianfd of herowop9wers^ 
her whoie performance sounds so lai|gui4 
and timid, that, when put into competition 
with that of half the ^irls one pieets with^^ 
it is really pitiable !" 

Adela seeing the colour mount into Ju- 
lius's £acej /and observing hifti on th^ point- 
of sjpeakifi^ agjs^ia with gireat waim th^ piiss^ 
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ed her foot upon his under the table, and 
directed towards him so supplicating a look^ 
that wisely suppressing what he had to say,' 
he suddenly turned to Talbot and challenged 
him to play- at chess. 

Mr. Cleveland, who had been walking 
about the apartment whilst addressing to 
his daughter such flattering remark^, had 
seen, in his progress down the room, this 
motion of her foot, iand the glance to repress 
her brother's impetuosity which accompa* 
nted it. 

He took another turn or two after mak- 
*ng the observation, and then approaching 
Adela, said, with more gentleness, 

" If a skilful master can be prevailed on 
to come sa far to give you lessons, will you 
apply with diligence to profit by his in- 
structions? 

" Yes, sir, and I shall be most grateful 
to you for providing me with such assist- 
amce.** 

*' Well, then, Talbot shall enquire who 
teaches his sister Barbara, and". . • 

** dh, for charity, dear sir !" interrupted 
Juliu3> discontinuing his game, and abruptly 
^ooking round, *' don't let us convert this 
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house into a school for the fine arts upon 
the model of Barbara's studying-room ! It 
will distract us to hear Adela straining her 
voice, hour after hour, to the pitch of a 

screaming jackal ! — ^You'll never be able to 
bear it, sir— you won't indeed ! And, be- 
sides it will make the poor girl as thin as a 
skeleton, and infallibly destroy all her good 
looks/' 

'^ Good looks, in these day3, are nothing 
without the concomitant of a highly-finished 
education; Adela is young enough to re- 
pair many of the omissions in hers, and if 
she is solicitous for my approbation, she will 
not neglect the now oflTered means.'* 

^* There is nothing, sjr/'. said Ad^la, 
" that will make me so happy as the power 
of proving by my unwearied exertions^ how 
highly I value your good opinion. Yod 
will allow, I am sure, for deficiencies which 
J am not-able to overcome ; I have not the 
eminent capacity for music which Miss RU 
vers possesses ; but I can at least emulate 
her industry, though I must despair of ever 
equalling her sweetness, and facility of exe* 
cution." 

d5 
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^< Yott hitve More thlm Ikel* fti^etness irf 
temper !'' cried iFulhis, with no great siveet* 
ness, just then, in his own ; and tumnig 
suddenly back to his game, )ie discovered, 
with much surprise, that his queen and a 
castle both stood in check. He pondered 
for a few minutes on the best mode of re- 
lieving them from such jeopardy ; saw no- 
thing which could immediately be done, and 
losing patience, overset all the pieces, and 
licknowledged himself vanquished. Then, 
seeing the beams of a full moon streammg 
in through the windows, he made Adela 
throw on a shawl, and told her to come out 
with him for a walk. 

She complied ; and in passing her father, 
asked whether he would venture to accom- 
pany them ? 

No, child ; I am afraid of the night 



u 
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His calling her cftiVJ was so gratifying ta 
her heart, that had she, from the preceding 
conversation, nourished any pique, that 
single word would have been sufficient to 
dispel it. 

Talbot remained with his uncle ; and th« 



biM&er ittd ftiator, t^t^iuf to Ihe «dge of 
li»c laimi paced iMckweihis «Ml forWardi^ 
cliose to th^ riv^r» for abote Jialf lui hiwN - 
Her finud fiUl off fWtknA ko»gegi ^ 
nwaktrned fey the l>««ii|:y qif stttfh i oight^ 
£iiJo^ in sUch a ^etie» Aideb l^Bi^d l^ 
<!omhiUnickic aome of the descr^fftivie m(»f1h 
iecti<»iiii her memory wn 30 richjy; ftought 
with to her compftojiw ; but he Bfemvf d i»^ 
iiniteiy jmons di^poaed todeMia^ftr^ejitiEidl^ 
4ip9Bi what hitd ^wt ^boti) fianstfl^ it^^^ 
doora, than to Ihusa with «iti$ftiQtfc8A to 
the. stibiioiesit questious ia . {n-aise of idi^at 

Adela gettfly ichecJkod hitn at due reiy 
heginning of these murmurs. 

^* Thb' fc gr&utd; my de&r Julius,'* isaid 
jbe^ '^ wiiiph J .' fiear to titsad/f^Neireff 
iwvtu when we are alove, tet us .pcorntkit^- 
selves to choose for su^ectb^qf ^tovUntM 
the slight ofiencf s inflicted^ by my iai^er. 
Them i^uo e&oid^ooy no a4v|iMbage i» h^ 
dierived from such a practice. . t% oiriy eg- 
giravates discoiitent-T*$erves u>^ magni^ 
inoie^bijlb inio jmoaittiin»T*-ftndi in ' a ' weU* 
4)spps^ mwAf leaves behind it a feeling of 
self-reproach for having forfeited by after- 
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Vepitiibgs/all the merit of previou9 humility. 
Bosides/^ added she, with less seriousness^ 
'^ •t'cau^very truly assure you^ thit my fa- 
i^eF*s comments on the slendernessof 4ny 
mu$ical abilities, scarcely gave to my vanity 
lliei slightest shock! Since I quitted Dr. 
Hampden's^ where I was the olily nightin* 
fekle: of the party, I have learnt pretty justly 
tda^j^eciate those talents which, in his 
liouse; I might be tempted to overrate, 
merely because I had never heard them sur- 
fussed'; butmy estimation of them has now 
ibiind its proper level. I know my own 
inferiority, and I regret it only, because it 
seems to my father a source of disaj^int* 
ment." 

r «^ Well, well;' cried Julias, '' T 11 say no 

tsnore^abofrt it !— If you ddn't make a good 

-bey lofiwe, my little temperate^ moni tress, I 

itihiaadeiipa^r of myself" > ^ 

r*' Soon-after this, they returned into the 

4iou^e, aiid found Mr. CleVeknd on the . 

-pomt of iretiring to rest. He bade his son 

^lahd daughter good night with nearly equal 

• cordiality ;' invited Talbot, to continue with 

themi another day, and proceeded to his 

drtssi|^^wfoom# ^ 
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, Wheb he wd« goub, '* I must/' said Tal- 
bot to his -two cousins^ ^^ detain you a mo* 
tooment^.to give sdme account of what has 
been the subject of my lindeV conversation 
during your absence. He spoke," conti- 
nued the ytning man, ** with great aftd even 
animated approbation of Adela's deportment 
during dinner, and, indeedy throughout the 
whole day. He asserted that her manners 
areasniuch superior to those of Miss Rivers, 
or of almost any other girl he knows, as that 
young lady's skill in music is superior to 
my cousin' s-<^ahd of her claims to di^tinc^ 
tion'fbripersonal attractions, I assure you 
he uttered such things, as, in Adda's' pre* 
sence, I have not the courage to repeat !". 

" : Wti shall make thfs girl rain, at last T* 
cf ied JuHu^ '^ But, Talbot, did hot my fa* 
tber utttr one poor little syllable in praise 
of the good temper with which she bbre bis 
unprovoked attack ?" 

^* It was «irf* unprovoked; my dear bro- 
ther,'' fiaid Adela ; ^^ he was mortified at my 
being so totally eclipsed by a young person 
so uearfy my own age, whqm he thinks^ had 
I ^aken gretter ^aintj, I might jndw pe^hips 
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hzve liearly iequatlod^ Bat good ttight. 
We hw>e. Ut4 encmgb, and, ilideed> tlM 
muck upiDi thi^ foolish sul^ect. Good 
night to you both*" 

The sootl^itig Tefleotion that she "(fas 
now^ malI|MrDbability,pet»ianeiitl; estaUisb- 
Jdd beneath a fathers rodE^ unless fasutished 
thence by her 0wn misoonduct^ accomfni^ 
nied her to her apartment^ and after giving 
dddjtioml fervour tb the pioira gratitude of 
her customat^^ evening tvorship^ attended 
iier tofher pillow^ and imparted to her inno- 
cent dreams, a chavaicter of the purest felir 
icity. £ ven the t^Meinbraiiice of Loid En- 
nerdale^ for arw^^^ lost its distincttiess ; 
her fetfaer, ahsiost CRximsively) iflediier 
thaughts* S^he Kfiected upon the rapture 
it would give het^ to succeed jn awakenittg 
an iiitevest in his h^art<-^o hear him o«m 
3thfat «he ^Mks becomifig essiential to his hap- 
piness, and she meditated with delig^ht uporn 
-die aifectrpnatb exuitatioa ^h which her 
brother woivbd view so avspicioois a Ji^esaH 
jefhisownfrreiidlyMterpasilionw * 

pie foU owing day, being im\^y, Mr. 
Cleveland 4ind -bis «hree youtMul cosnp4- 
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nktosy MceiveeU during breitk£urt, a gra^ 
cious offer from Lord EotkburyofsMteat 
Churoh tn bis own pew* They aocejAed 
this civility very readily; abd wben the 
service was over, he pressed them to dikie 
and ^pesd theday with him* 

^ Does your lordship," said Julius, laugh* 
i^9 ** &^^ dinners to ladies ? To youn^ 
ladies, too?'* 

^' £very i^e,*' replied thegood-rhunioiiffd 
Beer, ^^ has its privileges, ^ome which I 
have lost, you now possess ; others which 
you cannot yet boast, I have happily at- 
tained. Amongst these last, is the un* 
doubted right, at sixty-three, of inviting^ 
receiving, and honouring as she merits^ 9Q ^ 
iovely a ^uest as your sister : hut bad / a 
sister, as iair, as attractive, she should 
inot, in return, dine with you> young 
man.r* 

At the hospitable mansictti of thi$ c^ear- 
ltd nobleman, Adela spent a day of the 
most rational satisfaction. His; library, 
pictures, garden and conservatory furnish* 
ed successive objects of inspection ; and 
his owii conver satien^ plain :b^t neiksible. 
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ikmiliarbut instructive, contributed lai^ely 
to the general entertainment. 

He had, in addition to the Cleveland fa- 
mily, two other 'guests, a lady and her ion, 
who were his distant relations. The latter 
of these, was a Major in the army, and 
iisid not been long returned (for the re*esta- 
blishipent of his health) from the burning 
plains of India. He was still a young man, 
and though disease, in some measure, 
** quenched and allayed the noble Jiire within,^ 
there still were indications, in his open 
countenance, of an animation of character, 
and in his conversation were proofs of 
sense, and just feeling, which added to the 
manly elegance of his person and manners, 
seemed to have ensured to him the warmest 
partiality of his benevolent host. 

The share contributed by Mr. Cleveland 

towards the entertainment of the day, had 

' Adela been willing to detect a failure in Jaer 

father, she might perhaps have been 

tempted to think, was not very brilliant. 

Though far from being a man of strong 
intellects, there was an imposing dignity 
about him, a plausible tone of deliberation 
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in everything he sai<^ which th^ew dusfe 
in. the eyes of many an iiiacurate judge^ and 
»>t ^Bfreqtieii^Iy, made him pass for a deep 
tkinkeiTi; and ar.penetrating observer. But 
o^ten^ when he looked ithe most profound, 
his mind was eftiployed rather in meditatr 
ing how best to appear sagacious, than in 
seeking for cogent arguih'enfstalculated to 
prove him so. To him might, with some 
justice^ have been apph'ed these lines of 
the satirist, so descriptive and so celebrated; 

^s Wfaat*9 the Ipent brpji^^ or neck in thought reclined? 
** The body's wisdom to conceal the niind« 
" Oh, be this truth* eternal ne*er forgot, 
<< Solemnity's the cover Ibr a sot." 

t • 

» f ■ 

' . i ' . . 

Mr. Cleveland, however, was not what 
is absolutely tindersfood by the harsh epi« 
thefc here employed. But he. was shallow 
and vaih; wise enough to.be sometimes 
aware of his insuflicrencyy priidtnit enough 
seldom . to hazard betraying it, and jealous 
beyond all -example of i ncur ring. the. suspi^ 
cion of mere human fallibility. ^ It would 
be toilsome evidn to the brightest wit^ or 
the most transcendent genius^ ahtfoffs to bo 
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a mtf dh»ays to be a genius ! What tfiuit 
the toil then have himi^ of appetuii^ at* 
ways wise, to a man, who, if he had known 
how to do himself juetice^ would content* 
edty have submitted to appear always hum<« 
ble, an4 always superficial ? 



i^m 



CHAP. V. . 

ABtiA hoA trot been installed a week in 
her new abode, ere she had reason experi- 
mentally to feel, how tr^e it is, that there is 
no condition, whatever may be its allure- 
ments in perspective, to Mrhich, when at* 
taioedy somedraw-back is not annexed. 

Her fadier*a.unfbrtuDiate prepossession m 
£Eivour of that talent in which she* least ex* 
celled, and his extieme solicitude for her 
acquiring it in greater petfeetioti, would 
have been J to any temper^ prone to irrita^ 
tion^ a 60urce of torment scarcely endsira^ 
Me. Not satisfied with the three lessons 
evety week wjiicb she received both from 
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an imtniinedtal and vocal instructor^ he 
tiediier down^ in the intervals of their at- 
tendance, t6 auch close and constant prac* 
tice, that «he was scarcely f(^ a moment 
removed from the piano-forte. « 

Nothing could exceed the di&gttst at ait 
this, of Julius, except the patience of' hi)s 
sister. She was weary, indeed; Vut iur 
jured Neither in temper nor in health ; and 
she thought that so much was due to the 
wishes of a parent— she reflected that , her 
present situation (conferred hy the relenting 
kindness of tfaat parent) presented so many 
advantages to counterbalance this piartial 
iHolesUtion, that it would have been ii^rar 
titnde of the deepest dye to have dther 
openly or secretly repined :*-^ 

^^ I will perform my appointed task,** she 
would sometimes tell her brother, *^ not 
with compelled diligence only, but with 
honest ^nd steady chearfulness. I forget 
who it is that says, ^ Suhmissum, in order tg 
be re^pectaU^ should be uncomplaining : 
accompanied hf nmrmurs^ it becomes servile. 
I quite enter into the spirit of that thought ; 
it is scarcely ever absent from my recollect 
tiobj atid my great ambition is* to act up 
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to it with all the perseverance of which I 
titn capable/' 

- *^ Meanwhile^ you are- spoilt for a com- 
panion, and rendered intolerable even as an 
inmate. I should have as much comfort in 
living with a professed public singer, who 
had not three ideas in the world distinct 
from the pitiful drudgery incident to her 
occupation* You allow yourself -to be con- 
verted into a nuisance and a pest, instead 
of a rational friend, and desirable asso* 
ciate/' 

"Have patience, Julius; the evil, if it 
is sudh, may, perhaps, be of short dura- 
tion : and would you not rather submit to 
it a little longer, than see me again an alien 
from my father's favour ?-^^Again discarded 
from my natural home ?" 

*' t)o you bid me be patient whilst listen- 
ing to tlie possibility of so outrageous an 
alternative? Adela, were you ever driven 
from his house again,* I should have very 
little scruple in forswearing it myself! He 
could, probably, much better resign himself 
to such a loss, than I could now bear to 

part with you !" 
Adela affectionately held out her hand to 
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him, and was beginning to speak^ when 
seeing her father, who had been out on 
horseback, ride up to the gate^ she flew to 
her post at the instrument, half-dreading 
to have been observed^ for one instant, off 
duty. 

There were days, however, when a greater 
degree of liberty was unavoidably al- 
lowed her. The recess of Parliament had 
not yet begun, and Mr. Cleveland,, who 
was a Member, and often thought himself 
under the necessity of attending the de- 
bates, and giving his silent vote in person, 
was sometimes, for this purpose, detained' 
in town to a very late hour. On these oc- 
casions, Adela and her brother, after a so- 
ciable dinner, sallied forth to enjoy an 
evening walk; or, trusting herself alone 
with him in his boat, she spent many of 
her pleasantest hours in gliding along the 
smooth surface of the Thames, engaged 
either in surveying the many elegant villas 
on its margin, or, when able to prevail on 
Julius to row her beyond the immediate 
danger of meeting other parties,^ emplo;^ed 
in reading to him aloud. * 

On one of these excursions, during which 
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he had several times held the boat nearly 
stationary, just opposite to a shady garden 
belonging to one of the handsomest man- 
sions upon the banks, Adela thought she 
perceived, as the fa^int rematna of twilight 
began to render distant objects uncertain, 
a figure dre£»3ed in white, wandering be- 
neath the trees that skirted the water's 
edge^ and, in that place, concealed tbe 
house from observation. She was going to 
make som^ remark on the romantic appeap- 
-aiice of this vision^ when Julias, suddenly 
splashing his oars into the water, directed 
his Course with all the precipitation he 
could use towards the spot this figure ocu- 
pied. Adela expected to see her take 
flight: but not>vithstanding that tliey ra- 
pidly approached, she still, though receding 
a few paces^ remained in view. 

At length the little vesi^l gained the 
shore ; apd JuHus hastily lashing it to the 
stem of a tree, sprang lightly upon the turf, 
and advanced towards the; (nqw retreating) 
lady. 

'^ Cfn you,*' cried he, spealdng with $ame 
caution, yet loud enough tix he he$^rd hy his 
sistdr, ^^ can you come iato the boiat to us p 



Where aire tJieyaU? I b*vc vr»te)ie4 for 
this mom^t with ^vl ipip^ti^poe which np 
words can de^ril^e ! Can you come? And 
wiliyoii, for a few ioata^atp, ni^keHaesQ 
WiMf«mely b«l>py ? 

" They d}««4 at Wimhktoo,' ' ftoiwered 
the Lady» '^ iwi perhaps will not i^tam 
helbfe el^vea o'clock. Is that (though I 
scar^jely »e§d asfe) yom sister ?** 

^* It is.*— Oive roe yqyr iMi»4> »d let naf 
lead you to her.'' 

. Th« lady hete paus«43«Qd thm^flcitlling 
%g^n m a lower ton^e of votoe? Ad^l^ last the 
purport of her words, and only heard Julius 
esgedy replying-rr 

^' Shit win hwe no cuniosity^ihe will 
m^ke no remarks that can distress you." 

The first of thfse;» was an aaserti<^n whieh 
Adela's present sensations jbost atioegly 

mntjwlktiedy for never had so powerful a 
degree of curiosity ))efore assailed her* 
"Xfae l^aimfiless lady^ howevei^ appearing dis- 
posed tq confide in it without dispute* 
thmw orerJaer hea4 a light veil ^hipk had 
hnog upon ;hev arm 9 and allonised Julius to 
take her hand> i^^d ooi^dttct her towards 
the ]2oat» 
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« Adela attended to their proceedifigs in 
determined silence. Her new companion, 
after ascending^ the little bark, disengaged 
herself from her assistants- hold afid step- 
ped forward fearlessly to the seat on which 
its previous occupant was- placed : 

^^ lam ashamed of this intrusion,'' cried 
she;. *^ but will you permit me, for a few 
minutes, to sit beside you, and to partici* 
)>ate^in the pleasures of your Httle voy- 
ager 

' 'Adela civily made room for her, but stil' 
ftlie was reluctant to speak; and the fair 
stranger (for such* ' by the courtesy of 
England,' every lady seenby twilight, a|)d 
under aveilj is entitled to be caUect) 'Ac- 
cepting this tacit permission, sat do^^n ; 
and Julius immediately piushed the boat 
from the land. ^* * 

" Which way shall we go ?- enquired 'hei 
addressing the incognita! . ^ ^ > ^ m * * 
^^ Away ffom the haunta^' of men/' an*' 
swered she; ^^RoWitowards Hampton;" 
i Scrupulously obedient^ he indtantty com« 
plied, and for some time' proceeded with 
the utmost activity and speed* . . . • i ... . /•. : 
'^ Do not," cried the Lady, at;kn^hi 
speal^ing with all the softness which the 
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tenderest interest could inspire, ^ do not so 
cruelly exert yourself :-—pray row more mo- 
derately/' 

^* I will," he answered, relaxing his efforts 
*^ It was for the sake of enjoying my good 
fortune more securely, that I at first so.vi« 
gourously laboured. But here we are be* 
yond the sight of houses, or the ears of 
prying curiosity. Here we may converse 
in safety.'* 

^ I shall not, however,** resumed she^ 
playfully, '^ indulge jfou with the sole fell* 
ci(y of talking: my aim will be, to try 
whether I can break the spell that seems to 
'enchain the tongue of your sister ! Tett 
perchance, she scorns 

* t*uiilodk her Hps 
* In this oohalioired air f * . 

Adela felt die reproof conveyed in these 
wordst and was half-ashamed to have in* 
ciu*red it ; yet, so strangely circumstanced^ 
held in such ignorance who this new asso- 
ciate might be, what ceiuld she say ? Her 
thoughts really were ^spell-bound, and till 
some question should be add r ess e d tober 

VOL. v. s 
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requiring an answer/ she found it impossiUe 
io devise a single fatibnal isehteiice. 

Julius seemed aware of her true feelings^ 
and as if to relieve her. perplexity, talked 
quently himself^ ascribing her silence to the 
migue incident to the vocal exertions 
whicli'she 'was dafly condemned to make:*- 

•* You would pity Her,* said he, " if yoii 
knew the hard service her poor little chest 
is perpetually called upon to perforin 1 No 
town icryer was ever forced to exert his 
lungs with more strenuous perseverabctf. 
It will be a mercy if her constitution bears 
up against the severity of such ceaseless 
toil/' 

"Does it not terribly weaken your 
genuine fondness for music }'* etiquired the 
unknown, taming to Adela. 

'^ I fear it has not encreased it,'' answer- 
fd she. 

** Oh, no — I am certain it cannot ! Even 
cur pleasures are no longer such than whilst 
Xhffy are wholly spontaneous. But why do 
you not sometimes plead inability, or lassi* 
tjid^ and solicit a reprieve ?" 

^^ Inability I have never experiencedt 
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arid my lassitude is oidy mental! I^feel it 
not personally.'' 

^ And are you so scrupnlously honour* 
able as to disdain a little equivocation be- 
tween the two species of feeling ? Conld 
you not bear to substitute fatigue of body 
for that of mind ?'* 

Adela laughed^ but waved any positive 
answer to this question i and the lady 
then directed the conversation to other 
subjects. 

She spoke with equal taste and admiia* 
tion of the beauties of that part of the 
country ; asked Adela (as if knowing that 
she drew) whether she had sketched any 
views of the scenery round Richmond ? 
And adverting next to her recent abode ia 
London, she seemed particularly solicitous 
to discover with what impressions^ upon 
the whole, she had left it ? 

Adela leplied to alt these topics with 
good-breeding, though with consciseness ; 
and the stranger appeared well satisfied 
with the degree of complacency her un* 
sought attentions had obtained. 

At the end of half an hour, she began 
to express a wish of being re-landed. 

sS 
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*' Not yet/' cried Julius^ eamestty, 
*' Oh, not yet, I conjure you V 

*^ But suppose the good friends with 
whom I am an inmate should anticipate my 
return ? Has your provident genius any 
admissible excuse to suggest to me for the 
whim of this trip ?" • 

*^ Tell them that you were with Miss 
Cleveland.'* 

*' In so doing,, it is certain that I should 
be drawing upon myself nothing but ho* 
nour; yet, as it is my misfortune not to 
have become acquainted with Miss Cleve* 
land in quite the regular routine of things^ 
some puzzling aflker-*enquirie$ might be put 
to me> which it would be rather difficult to 
answer. No ; — ^you must consent to turn 
back, and I must persist in being pru* 
dent/ 

** Well, then— Will you purchase my 
compliance — my reluctant compliance^ by 
the bribe of only one of those simple little 
airs I have heard you so exquisitely sing ?" 

^* Is it possible^ that you can have any 
longings for music still unsatisfied ? Were 
you not complaining of the surfeit you have 
of it daily at your house ?" 
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^* i compl«iln of its mdnopoly of my 
sister's time^ to the exclusion of all other 
amusement: but believe me not such a 
Goth as to have quarelled with the talent 
because one of its possessors is. unhappily 
condemned too frequently' to exert it/' 

The stranger exacted no further entreaty, 
but with mingled vivacity and sweetness 
begun a spirited and exhilarating air^lcu- 
lated^ at once, to prove so much skill in 
the performer, and to excite somuch ani- 
mation in the hearer^ that Adela was en* 
chanted ; and Julius, she saw, as the new* 
!y-risen moon threw its clear light upon his 
hce, sat listening with looks of rapture, 
that gave a sparkling lustre to his eyesi 
which, bright as they were, she had never 
seen them emit before. 

.The arch musician, when she ceased, 
dipped her fair hand for an instant in the 
streani on which they were floating, and 
with a sportiveness inimitably graceful, 
lightly dashed towards him the drops with 
which it was moistened, saying with affect- 
ed reproach — 

" Turn your liead another way, I be- 
seech you, for I can't bear to see you look 
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SO stupid and so unmoved^ after I have 
been taking such pains to amuse you !«^ 
What can ypu ^ d? earning about ?* 

Julius drew ar deep sigh, and exclaimed, 
** Dreaming' indeed ! I was meditating 
upon the possibility of taking from such 
felicity its oifly draw-back — ^insecurity !" 

" And thereby robbing it, perhaps, my 
good friend, of half its zeSt! But now, 
for pity^s sake, make haste and guide me 
back ; I have played truant till I re&lly be- 
gin to be (fsAtt in a fright'* 

Being arrived at the spot Whence she had 
first embarked, the lively stranger very po* 
litely thanked' Adela for having granted 
her admission ; bade her good night, and 
Committing herself to the care of Jul! us, was 
safely handed from the boat. 

In his way with her across a part of the 
lawn,' be anxiously said — 

*• When shall I see you again ? What 
are your plans for to-morrow ?'■ 

^* I am going, with three or four of bur 
party, to see Hampton-Court.*' 

He then enquired whether some person, 
whose name Adela could not distinguish, 
would be with her ? And on her answer- 
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iBg in the .neg^tive^ cried—" Then I, will 
meet you there r* 

And kissing her hand^ he allowed her to 
hasten towards the house, whilst he return* 
ed himself; with less expedition^, to the 
boat 

* • » 

A mutual silence now prevailed, betweea 
the brother and sister during a considerable 
interval. At length Julius broke it---- . 

'' What's the matter^ Adelaf^* cried he. 
half lauj^hingy ^* Why won't you speak ?*• 

** Is it not rather more naturaV^ saad 
she, ^' that I should wait to hear you 
speak r . 

** Why, my good little sister, the whole 
substance of what I should say, were I t^ 
hold forth for the next three, l^ours^ flight 
be comprised in Rosalind's energetic-^ 
^ Oh, thai thou didst but, Icnow, how nian^ 
fathom deep lam in lave f ** 

" There needs no Rosalind to tell me 
that! And the lady does not seem tp be 
much more in doubt than myself. But 
dearest Julius, who is she ? Are there any 
impediments to the public avowal of your 
attachment?. Are you apprehensive that 
my father will discountenance it K* ^ 
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'^ Ah, barbarous girl ! You better suc- 
ceed in inflicting a chill without the aid 
of cold water, than she did with ! That 
question has frozen me into an icicle.^ 

^^ Then you really ought not to have ad- 
mitted me into this half sort of confidence ; 
you ought not, my dear brother, to have 
Brought the lady and me together."* 

'* And why not? You are not more 
innocent, more pure, in every respect^ than 
she is herself I An intercourse with lier 
may honour— *it can never contaminate 
you.*" 

** Then why is there so much mystery 
attached to your acquaintance with her? 
Why is it to be equally unknown to her 
friends, and to yours, that these interviews 
pass between you ? Why is her very name 
held a secret? . Ah, dear Julius, are all 
these circumstances of unequivocal pro- 
priety ?*' 

'* Come^ come,** cried he, with some 
impatience^ ^* a truce with such close cate- 
chising! I begin to grow exceedingly 
weary of it ! Make yourself as easy as you 
can: — say nothing of all this, at home; 
and^ for your life> harbour no injurious sus- 
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picions of the admirable creature you have 
had the happiness, this eveningi of being 
admitted to converse with." « . 

Adda could not forbear laughing at^his 
summary, but perfectly characteristic mode 
of silencing her doubts. Angec bad cpa* 
stituted ho part of what she had experienced 
on the recent occurrence. Surpri« /wa3 
her first emotion^ and as that had subsided^ 
regret and concern took its place. Every 
thing clandestine gave to her ingenuous na- 
ture^ a feeling resembling .|>ain. . She noMt 
saw a brother, for wh©mh?t^Saffection yy^% 
daily augmenting, madly in love Iwith a 
being whose powers of fascination had ap- 
peared to her almost irresistible ; she per* 
ceived that his passion was encouraged, 
nay reciprocated by its object; and she^ 
plainly discerned that both parties were 
aware of obstacles from their respective fa- 
milies, which, as far as Adela. could decide^ 
might he insurmountable. * 

Such observations were most grievous to 
her: but seeing that remonstrance .would 
be i wholly vain, she ^repressed all inofinAr 
tion to renew it, and sought comfoit from 
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her Icmg^^tablithed role of, endeavouring 
to hope the best. 

On disembarking at their father's villa, 
they iearnt that he was returned fi^om 
tow»> ahd had brought with him his two 
nteces^ Barbara and Jemima Cleveland. 

Julius listened to this information with 
no very complacent feelings. He was si- 
lent a moment; and then, wishing Adela 
joy of her agreeable guests^ said he should 
go and while away the remainder of the 
evening at Rothbury*s, 

Accordingly^ he scampered off, and she 
repaired to the drawing-room. 
' Very different was the prompt civility 
with which the two sisters now advanc^ 
to meet her, from the air of frigid inatten- 
tion which they had so often manifested 
towards her in less prosperous days. Adela 
Cle^'cland at the head of her father's esta- 
blishment, they seemed to regard as a per*- 
sonage totally distinct from Adela Cleve* 
land almost unowned^ residing at the house 
Df her half sisten Their courtesy was 
fMX)fbs&-f their admiration of the charming 
villa was excessive — and their delight to 
see her look so well^ quite sentimentai ! 



«ke fdsuiid, was te vetiini hoitie 
liie «e>ct 'dily ; %>irt &ii<baib, had b$e9k iu^ 
vtted hf Mr. Cleveland t6 sliay a v^eik :«^ 
"^ I thoagfkt/ 6aid he, ad^ssmghis dai^lr- 
ter, ^' that to brkig yea home an iissociaVb 
who is so excellent and kidefatigaUe a ttM^ 
«ic]an> would excite yoa to emulatkAii and 
ronfirm yon in diligence. I hav<e ttiade hte 
pack up several duets, which I shall 6xpett 
yon to practice together; and as you both 
learn of the same master, you ^ay lethiih 
hear^ when he conies on Wednesday^ how 
yon acquit yourselves.** 

Adela trembled at the work which she 
saw was cut oat for her ; and Jemima, nob* 
withstanding her ambition to stand high ia 
the favour of her uncle, could not refrain 
from laughing a little, at his prodigious 
a(id unwearied passion for all that related 
to an accomplishment in which he was him* 
self so totally unskiUeck 

When Julius retui^tied home, his father 
had already retired ; aidd hoping the ladies 
had likewise made their exit, he ventured 
to take a peep at the drawing-room door. 
• <* What, «tin dowA stairs >^ cried he^ 
teeing himself observecls aad tbraeibif 
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obliged to advancei '^ Why^ Adela, you are 
later than ever to-night ! How do you d(^ 
Bab ? How do ypu do^ Mima ? What have 
you been about, this last fortnight, in t#wn? 
When do you leave it ? And how comes it, 
4a)y poor girls, that you both return into the 
xountry, spinsters as you arrived ? It's scan?* 
-dalous to think how many journeys to Lon« 
jdon it costs the poor fathers and mothers of 
modern times^before they oan d ispose of their 
female progeny. Year after year, the half- 
desponding souls bring their eight months 
savings up to market ; furbish themselves 
font anew ; go every where ; adorn them- 
selves in spotless white ; yet^ as some cmd 
Bby m er observes — 

* Still find their ends miscarry, 

* Aud dress like brides, but uever marry !' 

The sisters, wisely disguising their pique 
at this attack under a well* feigned laughj 
declared ;he was the rudest creature in ex- 
istence, but mutually disclaimed every wish 
jor intention of marrying at all. 
. *^ That/' resumed Julius, " is the custo* 
inary assertion of nearly the whole race of 
mnwcdded ladies, young and old^ from Mfs» 
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Lucretia Maqihyllida, to Miss Jenntiia 
Cleveland, both inclusive. Believe them 
who will ! But come, light your candles, 
and trip^ tripi good Ai^bregsy to bed." 

Adela acGompanied them to their apart- 
ment, and was unwillingly detained nearly 
half an hour longer, to hear from Jemima 
4iCcounts of gay parties which she had been 
at, and fine men with whom she had 
dsMced. ^ 

'* And Ao you know," cried she, affect-, 
edly lowering her voice, "that we havie 
seen a good deal of poor Lord Ennerdale t 
He^comes to our house frequently, and has 
even dined with us, I believe, twice. He 
is not in very good spirits, you will easily 
believe, but I don't know whether the shade 
of depression Upon his countenance does 
not, on the whole, render him more inte- 
resting than ever. He sees 'I feel forhini, 
^nd we are the best friends in the world. 
I know that this would be a forbidden sub- 
ject down stairs ; but I thought, that whilst 
we were by ourselves, you would like to 
hear something about him. He does not, 
I suppose, poor soul ! venture to write to 
you>'^ • 
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To 'ieki aiye tke cmfi^kMce «f tratih ; 
■T'feKpI«)re46ecfiet with iuMuMD art, 

' 'f 

«- . . ■/■ ' * ■ ' ' 

4j^crw {>&^$ed) aod eo^Iy, t)ut cireufmspectl^ 
^^i^klsd tke fluttttationft of Adela's coloiiiv 
and anticipated from the agitation i^ Which 
ishe beheld her, an unreserv^d^ and almost 
involuYrtary communication of all that ve^ 
spected the present state of her affairs. But 
Adela, though she looked a thousand ways 
during this speech to avoi4 Meeting thfc 
eyes of her who uttered it, atid though it 
at once pained and disconcerted het in th6 
highest degree^ had yet infeiitely too much 
experience of her cousin's character to ht 
betrayed into uttering any concessions of 
which she might make a dangerous use. 
Pferceiving that htr drift had, in some inear 
ttirc, failed, ytt convinced that she had in* 
flicted upon Adela an acute sensation of 
jealousy, Jemima, presently t^ier adminisk 
ttering to pleasant boi opiate> etitreated her 
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n6 lon^r to deprive lieraetf of re^-; sbook 
her by the hand^ and w&red her, silent and 
dismayed, to retire. 
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Ad£la had been unwilling to acknowledge 

it even to her owu heart, but certain it i^ 

that she had now, for many days, felt much 

disquietude at the punctilious silence which 

Lord Ennerdale persevered in maintaining^ 

It was true that she had given no encourage* 

meat to his wish of writing ; it is also true 

that she fancied herself nearly determined 

never to answer him. Yet, that he ^should 

wholly abstain from tryii^ the effect even 

of €(«e short letter; that he should appear 

to associate with no family so intimately as 

tbat.'oftbe s^rtful and insinuating Jemima, 

ijiflicted upon h^r a fang, the keenest she 

bad «ver cnij^^red* . 

Pistrust of those whom she esteemed and 
loved ^^nDt easily excited iu her generous 
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mimi ; but of Jemima, she knew the suh^ 
tiety to be such, as to ju&tify the strongest 
apprehensions; of Lord Ennefdale's firmness 
to withstand her lures, she could only form 
an estimate by his conduct towards herself: 
and that now, seemed neglectful and in- 
different. 

" Can an honourable, an undissembling 
nature," cried slie, *' be so wavering in 
faith ? So vulnerable to flattery ? I had al- 
most said to seduction ?' Is this the requital 
tny frank and grateftil acceptance of his 
heart deserved ? Is it for so versatile an ob- 
ject i thus suffer and repine ? — Oh, that I 
could as easily ferase his image from my me- 
moryi as mine, by this short absence, ap- 
peate to have been blbtted from his own! 
The vain boastings of an ambitious girl I 
might have discredited — but this deter- 
inined silence^ Lord Ennerdale, condemns 
you mote strongly than the depositions of 
la, host of informants !'' ( * 

Yet, in mitigation of the distress these 
reflections excited, one idedpn^Writed it- 
self to the mind of Adda, up6tt>hich *sb€ 
ibund it nrost sooththg to rtpoafe. In a 
letter which she hatitlie(*iy tH^Sre-rtceiVed 
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from Mrs. Soxnerville, it was expressly sta* 
ted, that since that lady's departure from' 
LondoDy the £arl had written to her twice. 
This, it is very true, was not precisely like 
haying written to Adela herself-— yet, it was 
better than not writing at alt ; and she was 
too willing to regain even the smallest por- 
tion of the tranquillity which Jemima had 
disturbed, not to cling to this or any other 
prop, however feeble, that would preserve 
her from despondency. 

It could be no matter of surprise to her, 
after the species of assignation she had over- 
heard between her brother and the fair 
stranger the preceding evening, that Tie 
should spend the greatest part of the fol- 
lowing day from home. Mr. Cleveland 
attributed his absence to the known dislike 
which he entertained against Barbara, and 
what he termed, her inhuman powers of 
execution. It was a day devoted wholly 
(after Jemima's departure which took place 
soon after breakfast) to hard musical prac- 
tice. Mr. Cleveland sat by as auditor and 
judgeof his daughter's and hisniece-'s success 
in their several attempts ; the one, tractable 
from principle, and diligently doing her best 
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from a wjsh to give him pleasure ; and the 
other^ delighted at her own. importance^ and 
proud of being deemed competent to per* 
forxp the part of an instructress. 

Late in the evening, a truce to these ex« 
ertions was obliged to be proclaimed, in 
consequence of the arrival of company, one 
individual amongst whom^ an exceedingly 
deaf old gentleman (the same who had sat 
next to Adela at the first dinner-party where 
she had met Lord Ennerdale) always lopked 
so unhappy when musiq was going forward, 
that, in compassion to « his feelings, Mr* 
Cleveland forebore proposing it. 

Julius returned during the happy inter* 
regnum, and declared, that the house was so 
unexpectedly exempt from the shrill sound 
pf fema).e voices by which he had, expected 
to be greeted, that he was on the point of 
proceeding to the next; habitation, conceiv- 
ing that he had made some mistake, and 
stopped at a mansion which he had no right 
to enter. 

When she was retiring to hpT own room 
at night, it was with some surprise that 
Adela found waiting for her in the corridor 
leading towards it, her faithful Amy, with 
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a face full of businesi^ aod die* most evi* 
dent impatience to communicate to her 
some important piece of news. 

^^ I should be frightened^ Amy^, at find* 
iog you here before I had rung/' said Adela, 
'^ if your countenance did not assure me 
that you have nothing unpleasant jto an-^ 
nouncci^* 

Amy smirked, and twinkled her dark 
eyes, but forebore to speak till her mistress 
and herself had both entered the bed-room^ 
and she had carefully shut the door. Then 
drawing from her bosom a sealed letter, 
she mysteriously presented it to Adelat 
saying— 

" There, dear missy, that*s what me have 
got for you!*' 

Adela hastily, and with a beating heartt 
looked at it — but the hand<^writing and %h/^ 
seal being both unknown to lier, her spirits 
sunk, and in a tone of disappointment, she 
said— 

** Who is it from. Amy ? How came you 
by it! — I hate such an appearance of se« 
cresy r 

'* Ah, well, never miiid» deal- missy — ^read 
it for all that ! Very pretty yoi^ng woman 
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give it me in the dask this evening at the 
garden gate, and beg me so hard, ohi so 
hard, to let you have it safe ! She no say it 
come from any lover ; but yet/* added the 
good creature, nodding facetiously, ^ but 
yet me do believe there is little bit of love 
initr 

Adela had by this time, after turning and 
examining the letter in every possible direc- 
tion, taken courage, and broken the seaL 
The envelope was blank, the letter within 
it was from Lord Ennerdale. 

" Aha ! dear missy/* e;s: claimed the ob« 
servant Amy, delighted at the blushing 
start, the sparkling look of pleasure, which 
proved that her mistress had made some 
grateful discover)^ ** You no sorry me took 
the letter nqw !-^You no hate secresy now I 
Me be sure it was no bad secresy, because 
the pretty young woman look so modest 
and so good;' 

This little harangue was wholly lost upon 
Adela, deeply ingrossed in perusing her 
precious manuscript* Its contents not only 
perfectly re-assured her as to its writers 
undiminished affectiob, but dissipated all 
dejection from her mind> and left her placid, 
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re-animated) and ' full <ff <9M£dence in his 
sincerity. / 

NoyClue, howevcfr, appeared in any part 
of the letter by which she could account 
for the unusual mode of its conveyance. 
The Earl only stated that he was writing at 
the house of a friend scmie way out of Lon^ 
don, but should depart again in the course 
of the evenings and besought her, if (in 
comph'ance with his entreaties) she indulged 
him with an answer^ to direct it to him in 
town, and commit it without scruple to tho 
post. 

Dismissing Amy sooner than was her ac- 
customed practice, Adek determined to be- 
gin her reply to this dispatch that very 
night. Her time during the day was so 
little at her own disposal^ that she was glad 
to. ^vail harself of any uninterrupted mo^ 
ment which she could command* Again 
she read the EarFs letter, previous to con- 
cluding her own ; and ^ome passages in it^ 
lightly passed over on a first peru^I, now 
struck her* in a sense that ^filled her with 
astonishment They seemed to intimate a 
hope that at no very distant period she 
might be induced to relax from the firroncsV 
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of her overstrained obedience to parental 
authority; and they touched^ cftutiousIy» 
but intelligibly, upon the possibility of con- 
vindng her that a private union would not 
only be practicable, but pardonable. 

After some minutes spent in painfully 
ruminating upon the tendency of these in- 
sinuationsy Adela snatched up her pen, and 
wrote thus:— 

*' I havea^cond time reid your letter. 
^' It seems no longer the same. * From its 
,^ first perusal I derived nothing* but peace 
*^ and consolation ; it now fills me with dis- 
-^^ qtuet and suspicion. Pray write to me 
^^ no more in a strain that so. fully con- 
*^ vin6es me, it is your deliberate purpose 
*^ gradualfy to lure me on to confound right 
^^ with wrong. You have too plainly prov- 
<' ed to me, how reasonable was the unwit- 
^' lin^ess which I oiiginally fblt to permit 
*^ this t:orrespondence, and how entirely my 
^^ perseverance in the path of duty which I 
^^ havifc traced out for myself^ dq>ends on my 
^ resolving, (v^ith' honest distrust of my 
^^ own firmness) to avoid rather than to 
^^ court temptation, ^ Let me often hear 
^ fromyou^ through the medium of my sis- 
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" tcr Somerville ; btit unless yotf can cn« 
*' gagescrupulously toforbeartouchiltgtipOft 
** such topics as you hive now chosen^ suf- 
*' fer the letter which I have just been read-» 
** ing, to be the only one I shall receive 
'* frotoi yourself. 

** Perhaps you wilt accuse me ofharslA 

'* ncss ; if 1 merit the imputation, forgive 

*' me— if I havie inflicted upon you pAin, I 

*' shall fitid it hard to forgive myself. But 

^' in the predicament tn which I am placed, 

'^ it is no easy task to reconcile the duty 

** that I owe to my father, with the senti* 

^^ inents of kindness which I feely and am 

'^ anxious to express, for you. 'To suppress 

*^ these sentiments, and to substitute such 

'^ perdpptory language in their stead, c^sts 

*' me so severe an effort, that ifar frohi har- 

^ bouring against me any displeasure, yoti 

•* should, in strict justice, think of me only 

"with feelingis of concern.'* 

Having thus, tit whatever expence to het 
heart, obeyed the stern dictates of principle, 
Adela, surprised at the lateness of the hour^ 
betook herself to rest; and in the morning 
committing her letter to the care of Am* 
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Strictly charged her to put it into the post 
herself. 

The return of another day brought with 
it a summons for the renewal of all her mu* 
.sical labours ; and whilst- deeply engaged 
in them with her singing associate, they 
%rere doth startled, as well as Mr. Cleve- 
land, by the abrupt entrance, through an 
open window, of a small, but heavy parcel, 
which, in its decent to the floor, made so 
loud a noise, that it drew from each of the 
party an ejaculation of thankfulness at hav- 
ing escaped receiving from it any blow^ 

On examination, it proved to be a formal 
petition, tied round a large pebble/ and 
signed, by a number of uncouth names, in 
the form of a round robin. Adela was de- 
sired to read it aloud, and found th$it it ran 
thus :— 

To Augustus Cleveland, Esq. M. P. the 
humble petition of the distracted scholars 
of the neighbouring charity school ; 
Humbly sheweth. 

That your honour's poor petitioners can- 
not but profess themselves sorely aggrieved 
in consequeuce of the daily interruptioa 



given to tkerr soho^ baskiess by the incest 
sant loud singing kept up at your Honour's 
Mansion; whifch said loud singing, con- 
tributes to their annoyance in sundry ways, 
too numerous to be here spe(5ified. When 
the'wHitf Wows from the South West, it 
overpower^ the sound olf tfieir breakfast* 
bcH, and sends them fasting to their fbrms^ 
It rendi?rs vain all their efforts to mak6 
thems^Fres disti?ictJy heard by their Mas- 

• 

ter, when catted up to repeat their lessons ; 
and your Honour^s Petitioners have beed 
flogged, more than* once, for mistakes 
they never committed— or, which having 
committed, ought solely to be charged to 
your Honom-'s account, and punished npon 
your Honour's person, accordingly. ^ ' 

That your Honour*s Petitioners, nevei^ 
theless, acknowledging that they have tlo 
further right to interfere with your' Ho- 
nour's family recreations, than as they may 
be a nuisadce to themselves, do hereby only 
mean, humbly to supplicate, that your 
Honour Would' cause your windows to be 
shut whenever the wind, however gently^ 
blows from the afpre«:aid South-West, and 

VOLi V F 
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especially during your poor petitioners 

school-hours: 

. And your Honour's Petitioners will hold 

themselves for ever bound^ &c. &c. 

Julius^ strongly suspected by the whole 
party of being the fabricator of this ludi- 
crous remonstrance, entered whilst it was 
leading, and instantly sustained an attack, 
which had he been guilty, it would have 
been difficult to parry. But though incited 
to hearty laughter, he positively declared 
himself innocent, and pleaded utter igno- 
lance of the author of so witty a per- 
formance. 

Mr. Cleveland then desired that it might 
l>e no more mentioned, and called the two 
young ladies to the resumption of the em- 
pl$^:mefit which had been so impei^nently 
interrupted. 

But happily for the, now, thoroughly fa- 
tigued Adela, a suspension of longer dura- 
tion was procured for her the next day, by 
the interference of her partial admirer— 
Xiord Rothbury. A splendid review was 
to take place upon — — Common, at 
no very considerable distance ftojfk Rich- 



pl$^mefit 

^y^terruptc 
^^ But hai 
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mond ; and his lordshipy finding thai Mn 
Cleveland did not purpose to be present at 
h, entreated him to confide his daughter 
and his niece .to the care of, himself and his 
guest, Mrs. Monthermer^ tihe. lady» who^ 
with her invalid son, had dined with tiiQ 
Cleveland family a short time before, at his 
house. 

The proposal^ after some demur^ was ac* 
cepted ; a circumstance at which Adela had 
a double motive to rejoice ; she had nevec 
been at a review — and it released her, for 
some hours, from the piano-fortc* 

Mrs. Monthermer, the two young la- 
dies, and Lord Jlothbury, occupied an open 
barouche. Julius and Major Monthermer, 
accompanied them on horseback* 

Amongst the carriages stationed on the 
ground before their arrival, was one of a 
very elegant construction, containing a 
party of ladies, in the youngest of - whosa 
Adela thought she discerned some res^m^ 
blance to her incognita friend of the b6at; 
But it was in figure only that she oould 
trace this likeness. The stranger's face (had 
she even been familiar with it) could not 
at so great a distance be accurately dis- 
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tiigujshtfd. The'iex^djtion, however, trith 
vhiDhshe swiif^ her 4>ir6t^t ride n^ to thrs 
earriage^' tkic^inBtant he perceived it, imme- 
Aidtely put the matter otit of doubt. 
. She /salkd the atietttion'of Lord Roth« 
billy 'to the party, and ai^ked if he was ac- 
quttint^ with any of ^heladieis of whom it 
was composed. 

^ The vehicle they occupy/' replied he, 
^* I know perfectly, but its mifitrei^s is not! 
ia it« Her "name rs Elmer. ' She is otir 
neigbbciur) for a ftw weeks, having lately 
hired one *^f the b^st houses on the banks 
ef the tivtr ; and, I believe, that 'her sole 
stilly is to fill it with a succession of the 
gtjcBt visi-tofsv The ladies you now see, 
are, doubttesS) of the number.*' 

SooD aifter this, JulKis gallopped back to 
tim barouche^ and delivered to his sister a 
siip of paper) oik^iirhich was written, with a 
pisocil:-** 

^ How did my round' rohm prosper ? 
**-Did you »ot do me the justice to recog. 
" nize init the friendly hand of your grate- 
•? ful moon-Ugbt companion ?'^ 

Adela Wix^ttf't^u'thefeverse of this— ' 

*^ Tlie success of the rtmnd robm, ' like 






** my interview with its: k^nd ppqjeotor; 
'^ was too transient to ai¥brd me peratabcaifc 
/V advantage: but I tl^s^ak h<Hr sineefely 
'^ for the effort whi^b 4i(9 mlide^ th^ngh it 
^^ was oue that cam^ 10 ^ M(h a qttefttion'* 
ab)e shape/ tbat. some of our beads vrtit 
in danger of being bfokei^ h^ it/' 
She gave these liiie# to Jutiua^ who biaY^ 
ing conveyed them to. their destined pnt^ 
prietor, presently i^t^raed, briftgiog hto 
the fol lowing aqswer :-^ 

^ My next exploit ihj^U. be betiter con^ 
*^ ducted. I was obliged to entru^ - lhe 
^^ execution of the lasjt to aji aspjstiint, 
" who, I fear, proved sqipewhcit^^unwjr 
^^ and inexpert; but? you n^^ i^llow^ tbtt 
^^ in itself, ^ the, plat was a good ^lot-trffnu 
*^ ex^qlleut plot.f My aijiH haiwevtrj was 
.^' 1^ discq\in^aanGe a i|?finiay not tp ffac* 

tare a skulU I^ad j/[9¥r4 be^ iiyiirftif 
your luckless champiian would i^v!f 
^'.deemed no punishmqnt adf^na^ t«t]|ie 
^^ perpetrat^ion of s^mvcl^ mischi^fir** : ' 
Here endfid 4h9 6pist0lai!y:ipterc<Hiir9Q of 
the tyvp ladies. A suddf n shjower of .re^in, 
drove nearly the whole awdmblage ^f fe- 
male specteyjrs ffOpi *h« jfw^^rf* »*^<1 



(X 



lOfi TRAlYS OF NATURX. 

amongst the rest, the incognita^ and her 
friends. 

Lord Rothbuty^s carriage ^as easily con- 
verted into a covered vehicle^ and when 
the servants had completed the operation^ 
their master sent to desire that Major 
Monthermer would come and take a seat 
within it^ and not expose himself to the 
danger of getting wet. Julius received a 
similar invitation ; which^ with a laugh, he 
declined ; and putting spurs to his horse, 
reached the villa long before any of the 
party. 

A new trial here awaited Adela ; but it 
was one in which the affections of ker heart 
were so much called forth, that it wore 
none of the wearisome characteristics at- 
tached to her late musical persecution. 

Her fkther, whilst out riding during their 
absence, had been seized with a giddiness 
in his head, which had caused him to drop 
Bttddenly from his horse. He was taken up 
by his groom, and an assisting labourer 
who happened to be passing, and conveyed 
insensible, but not severely injured, to 
the nearest house. There he had been 
blooded, and some time afterwards, was 
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gently removed in his own carriage^ to the 
villa. ' ' 

At the time when Julius reached home^ 
nothing of this accident was known amongst 
th^ domestics, and he proceeded without 
suspicion to his own apartment, to change 
his dripping garments. 

But on poor Adela^s alighting, the first 
object she beheld in the hall, was her fa* 
ther^ pale and faint, resting on two ser- 
vants, and slowly crossing it to reach hit 
own study. 

The trembling agitation with which nkt 
sprang forward at this sight — the tender 
and unaffected alarm her countenance dis* 
played^ appeared to touch Mn Cleveland^ 
and drew from him assurap«^s that he felt 
himself already considerably better, and 
hoped, after a little rest, to be perfectly 
restored « 

But his predictions were longer ia veri* 
fying than the sanguine wishes of Adela 
had led her to expect* During nearly a 
fortnight, her Hther was confined to his 
room ; and even when he left it, a languot 
and fed^ness still hung about faim^ that 
seemed to bid difiaoce to the most cxpe- 
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rieaced profession^ skill, afid r€si&t;ed alike 
the salutary effects of air, exercise, medi- 
cine, or cheerful society. 

The fortitude that enabled him to bear, 
with manly composure, the. bcginnrog of 
the seizure, was not proof against its hun- 
gering continuance. He grew hourly more 
fretfut and impatient. Adel^ was h^ fx)n- 
stant and indefatigable attendant ; yttj 
though miserable or irritated if he missed 
Jier an instant, nothing that she did, no- 
thing that she even proposed, appeardd to 
yield him any gratification. JE^ar^ssinif as 
such unconquerable petul^q^is^ n^ight some- 
times be to hier spirits, if any.circn;a[is|4nce 
could soflbenlf, H was the conyiction which 
her excellent iiQderstandiiig.gaV€ her, that 
in despite of it all, 43he>wais, iii f^ct, be- 
coming (imperceptibly GTen to himself) an 
object of greater interest to him evftry day* 
fie would acknowledge no pleasure in re- 
ceiving her attentions:.. but the attentions 
of any other were not even permitted. 

At her, if he never smiled^-^at every one 
dse he decidely frowned. His eye anxious* 
iy followed her ; — his ^ar, whenever she 
was absent) listened for her returning foot« 



stepii— and tbaugh ht fPf^A to disdain 
fvhtitever she Mggeated, ^ie,*^i^; nothii^ 
without rec|uiHi}g h^r €[pii)i9m Fcom tbu^s^ 
aymptdms^ ^ UBgra^oious :4s . tl^y wf f e, she 
e&tracted hope ^M^csent to ai,LppQrt he|: 
^ith courage through |ier taskt and to flatr 
ter: h^T^ thi^t as hU health ^mended, sl\e 
tnighjt rea30Q&bly looH fpirwiird to amended 
daya"»r-d*ys when ahg sjaould not merely be 
tolerated, but loved. She so ugh i; not the 
meed of gratitude for her services ; they 
were her fathers fight, and her own first 
and most indispenaifole dut^; yet, if they 
could awaken affection, how richly would 
they be repaid ! 

Julius, who at the beginning of Mr. 
Cleveland's illnes^^ had i^ewn a soUcit^^ 
nearly as giieat as her own^ and abstaip^ed 
from almost ever quitting the house, .findr 
iog that aot only his convaleso^pc? . was 
^ilow, but that Ad^la was obviously a vfipr^ 
important personage in the sick room than 
himself, gradually relaxed in^is assiduities, 
and soon left to her nearly the whole weight 
of attendance*. ^^ You are defrauding me," 
he laughingly observed to her, /* of all the 
hard-eained laurels I won, in the character 

f5 
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» 

of a nurse^ when my father wsa itl at 
Bath. He grambles at you— but he prefers 
you to any body about him. I shall consign 
him^ therefore, to your care, and since 
you have succeeded in routing me from the 
field, have only to hope, that you will tri* 
umph with moderation, and that the first 
favour which 1 have to solicit, you will 
generously aid me with your interest m ob- 
taming/* 



CHAP. VIl. 



COKFLAORATIOK. 



Whijlst thus meritoriously devoting her> 
self to almost perpetual assiduity in her far 
ther's room, Adekt was at once gratifiedt, 
perplexed and amazed, at the pertinacioua 
continuance of Lord Ennerdale's corres* 
pondence. How bis letters gained access 
to her toHet table, she was unable to for^k 
the most distant conjecture. Amy had re^ 
ceived instrnctions to refuse undertaking 
their conveyance; and Amy, whp was truth 
itself, solemnly protested that she had 
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(however unwiUiagly) obeyed the rigorous 
decree. Acaonggt the other domestics, it 
was uDpIeasant to set on foot inquiries^ 
whichy perhaps^ would but serve to publish 
to all, what was now known only to a few^ 
that is, her having any private correspon-* 
dent whatever. She was better satisfied^ 
therefore, to rest in uncertainty. 

Yet the letters themselves, by whomso- 
ever deposited, constituted infinit^y bet 
greatest objects of tribulation. Ignorant 
of Mr. Cleveland's illness, Lord Ennerdale 
desisted not from pleading, in the most im- 
passioned language, the cause which he 
had touched upon (though in a manner so 
much more guarded) at the opening of the 
correspondence ; and Adela, shocked by his 
urgency at a time when her best feelings as 
a daughter were all called forth, thought of 
his arguments with unfeigned condemna«» 
tioD, and with hourly encreasing conviction 
of their fallacy. Was this a period to talk 
to her of deserting her post ? Was this a 
moment to discuss any projects of abau'v 
doning her father ? 

Yet exhortations of such a nature, con* 
tloually reiterated, and proceeding from 



lOd tfiAt'ts of NAtuHfi. 

one whom she so truly loved^ were cateu* 
kted, she feared^ to be but too dangeroatf 
to her principles, and too alluring to her 
imagination. Every timie Mr. Cleveland 
spoke to her with harshness— every time he 
looked at her with unkindness — ^was quick 
to take offence/ and hard to appease ; these 
tormenting letters, whatever she did to 
drive them from her mind, imperiously re- 
curred to it. They haunted her in her 
dreams, they pursued her through the day j 
"and," as she wrote to Lord Eiinerdale, 
" robbed her of power to snatch from any 
'* of the alleviating circumstances her si* 
*' tuation occasionally presented, the com- 
" fort she should otherwise have derived 
^* from them^ The height of happiness h& 
^* vainly proposed to her, took from all 
** bloisings else, their value and their 
•* charm." She concluded by aiikming^ 
that, at so ill-timed a moment, it was really 
cruel tQ expose her to such conflicts: be^ 
sought him generously to forbear writing 
again ; or, should he still persist, bade him 
be prepared to find his letters returned in m 
blatfk covers-unopened I 
This was a threat which she scarcely be* 



TIAIT8 QF NATUEE. t09 

liewdiiecself ciqMlbleof fulfilliog: butwhic^ 
at aH hventB^ might product a change inr 
his style of writing, essentially beneficial 
to her peace. 

Mr. Cleveland was now sufficiently te^ 
eovered to take exercise in the garden, and 
to walk about the house without requiring 
littpport. A few dnys after Adela had dis*" 
patched her last decisive answer to the 
Earl, whilst she sat at work in one of thtf 
ground-floor rooms, and Julius was reading 
to her some ridiculous story in the newspa- 
per, their father, who had gone up stall rs 
ta prepare for his first airing, suddenly re- 
joined them, with a countenance' much 
ruffled, and holdiag in his hand an un- 
opened letter. 

He extended it to his daughter as he ap- 
proached, saying, in a tone of sharp inter* 
rogation — ** Who is this from ?*' * 

All the blood in her veins seemed to rush 
into her cheeks, at this unexpected interro- 
gation, and trembling as she glanced her 
eye towards the direction, it was some con- 
solation to her to perceive, that it was 
written in a hand wholly new to her. Yet, 
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she but too readily conjectured the Quarter 
whence it came^ and faintly answered-^ 

** I do not know^ Sir.'^ 

*^ Open it^ then," resumed her father 
sternly. 

She did so^ as well as her shaking hands 
would enable her, and without surprise^ 
though with the deepest consternation^ 
found all her apprehensions realized^ and 
saw, once more, the well-known characters 
of Lord £nnerdale« 

Speechless^ and changing colour eveiy 
moment, she had no courage to look up, 
and the letter dropped from her hand to the 
floor — 

*^ Again I ask you, who is it from?'* im-^ 
periously resumed Mr. Cleveland. 

She faltered, her lips quivered— yet, dis- 
tressed as she was, she tremulously, butwith* 
out equivocation, * answered — 

It is, sir, from — Lord Ehnerdale/' 
And this/' indignantly' observed he^ 
^* this you suffer in defiance of my known 
disapprobatioi|L? This you have neithei; 
the decency nor the honour to forbear per-* 
mitring under my very roof? A clandesr 
tine correspondence carried on by any 



it 
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yomig/VOinaii with a suitor her faipily re- 
jects, is censurable and disgracefal : in yow 
such a breach of propriety is a flagrant act 
of ingratitude and depravity ! Who is it 
that you are thus encouraging?^ Not mere-* 
ly one whom I have commanded you to re- 
nounce, but the direst foe of your best 
and most disinterested friend — the very 
man who once sought to destroy your bror 
thcr r 

Then, pausing a moment, and alternately 
surveying the prostrate epistle, and his of- 
fending daughter, he presently, in a tone of 
sarcasm, added — 

** These respectable missives, I presume 
have been frequent ? Do ^ou receive them 
daily?" 

" No indeed, sir," in alow voice replied 
the mortified Adela. 

" At all events, their number, probably, 
is pretty considerable ! Now, Adela,** con- 
tinued he, with great severity, *^ hear me 
attentively. I, at this moment, renew, and 
more absolutely than ever enforce, my pror 
hibition of £^rd £nnerdale*s addresses. I 
forbid you, on pain of my irreconcileable 
displeasure, to hold any species of commur 
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nieation with him. I ^command you 4^9 
destroys in tny presence, all his farmer 
tetters^ and to return the one just received 
(unread) in a |||ank cdver.^ 

This last proposal, was ndfaro Mrholly new 
to her imagination as to be tittcrly insup- 
portable; but the ord« to destroy every 
vestige of a correspondence so' precious 
though so trying to her feel lugs, wrang^ hcT 
heart with anguish^ She looked up at her 
father with an air of timid intercession, 
which was answered, however, only by a 
frowning reiteration of his commands, and 
rising slowly to go in search of the, de- 
voted packet, he detained her to add— • 

^* Assure me, on your solemn word of 
honour, that tp whatever number these 
letters may amount, you will bring them 
alir* 

Scarcely able *to speak, she indistinctly 
murmured forth a sighing — ** I will, sir," 
and was suffered to proceed! 

What passed in her mind as she ascended 
to her room, as she drew from her escratoir 
the proscribed letters, and, lingering over 
them, pressed them, as if to take a last 
farewell, to her heart and to her lips, it 
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Woul^l be Vain to attempt describrng. She 
Htard herself impatiently called^ ere she 
could bear to terminate this sorrowipg d$- 
Ixjf, and re*^Dtered her fathfi's presence with 
the pale and reiuctlnt aspect of one about 
to sacr^e the dearest posaessiOii of Iwr 
heart, ^ 

' Mr. : Cleveland met her at the door, afi4 
%eeiDg that the letters (for whieh be ea^erljp 
looked) wefe in her hand^ he bade her open 
and thro^ theni beneath the grate. Thea 
ringing for a lighted taperi he put it in her 
ttemblmg gritapi and ordering her to set fira 
tOt them herself) insisted upon her standipg 
by: to see them consumed ! 

A sigh) almost amountii^ta.agniiA, 6$^ 
eaped her! Fdr the first time since this 
scene had begun, a sensation of angW 
mingled itsdf with the bitterness, of her 
Pigretv Yet, ..she> had too much forbear^^. 
ance or too much pride to utter any uselcm 
supplicatiuas ; she even cdmmatided hetf 
tears, and applying the flame to the quicks 
ly^^kindling. pa|>efst stood, with a sort Hff ^ 
torpid dismdy, to witness thcii* mpid con- 
flagration. 
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When it was completed, *^ you may wish 
perhaps/' said Mr. Cleveland, " to know 
how, and where, I intercepted the letter 
which still remains. One of the inferior fe- 
male domestics, probably bribed by yonr 
honourable lover, was endeavouring, as I 
passed your room in the way to my own, to 
insinuate it under your door, which she had 
vainly attempted to open. I compelledher 
to surrender it-~and this very day she will 
be dismissed from my service. Are these 
circumstances to do credit to a young lady's 
reputation ?-~Are they risks which it is ge* 
nerous to expose an ignorant servant to in* 
cur ?'— Have you no compunction for the 
mischief you have brought upon her ?— -* 
Tlie necessary severity you have forced me 
to exert ?" 

^' I have, at least, great and sincere not^ 
row for it P' cried Adela earnestly, and zU 
most forgettingi in this poor girl's cause, 
her own disturbance, '^ Is it quite forbidden 
me to speak in her behalf ?— Quite impossi- 
ble to procure her pardon? Ah, surely/' she 
mentally added, ^^ I have amply purchased 
the right to obtain it !" 
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'^ Dismiss the shadow of such a hope 
from your mind ! Her sentence is irrevoca* 
ble. There is no servant in the house 
whom I would not discard for a similar of- 
fence ! Be thankful that your own Amy is 
not the detected trespasser. But why is 
your door kept locked ?" 

Adela, to prevent the secret introductioti 
of any future letters^ had recently charged 
Amy never to quit her apartment without 
securing it from intruders^ and had no 
means of entering it herself but by a pre-^ 
vious application to her attendant for the 
key. She was unwilling, however, to make 
an avowal so little calculated to gain belief 
and suffered her father to conclude that the 
circumstance was accidental* 

He now called upon her to terminate the 
whole afiair, by placing in an envelope, 
sealing, and directing under his own ey^ 
the letter which he had sentenced her to 
return uQOpened. When, with a heavy 
heart, she had concluded this operation, the 
carriage in which he purposed taking an ahv 
ing, was announced. He immediately put 
the newly-inclosed di^tch in his pocker, 
called for his hat, and quitted the room* 
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Jalias had 'beea a aJUeat auditor, (not 
fljHK^tatoi) t)f thia whole transaction. Nean- 
ly ffpm its comineiHieaieiit, he had conceal*- 
e4 his face upom hia arms aa they reit^d oa 
atabJe, and notoQce did he look up^ till 
heariag Mr* CJevelaod shut the doo^, he 
arose, took his sister afi^K^ttonat^ly in hia 
aro^s^ and said with great emotiou, ^^ Adela, 
toy dearest Adela^ you have the tem^r of 
UiB angel r 

.: The unexpected kindness of this adr 
4^83 quit^ overpowered her^ and she wept 
u|>pii his shoulder like an infant. Tears 
iitarted to his pwti eyejij and for some .mor 
jiientSy they were equaHy Unable to speak ; 

My sweet sister," cHed he^ at lengthy 
^^ take comfort l-^-Sudh unoonditional sub*- 
frissshin, wch unexampjied gentleaes^^ must 
^rce its »way; to 'the ijtjeiinest bosom I Adela^ 
Ibfgive my pjissiveness, ifty appajrently heart- 
lesst paissivenes% throughout this odious 
-scene! •; I have inteffer^d^ many a tim^ 
sipon- points infinitely leiss. material ; but, on 
4A£p. occasion, I had no power to stepfop- 
ward* Yet, believe me, I felt for you most 
kecenly! I could no more bedr to see lasting 
orrow inflicted upon you, than I could eor 
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» 

dure to suffei ittnyWdf., iTrust tot?me, and 
your own meritorious conduct for the rcsto-^ 
ration of your happiness ; and in me, dear- 
est gtri, fatal to it as I liavc hitherto been, 
bfehold, hcnccfor\vard, only a true friend.** 

* * My kind Julius," cried Adela, ^ ixi 
what other light, on many of the most im- 
portant occurrences of my life, hare I ever 
had reason to consider you ? I have no wt^rds 
to tell you, how gratefully I prize such a 
friend-— nor how consolatory it has often' 
been to me, to find in your looks so much 
sympathy and affection. But, Julius/ what 
cau be done for thfe poor young woman, 
whose dismission I have so uninteiitionally 
ca\ised.^ 

" Hang her, an awkward d-~l !" excfaim- 
edhe, " what business had she to fancy her- 
sielf qualified for the part of an intriguing 
chambermaid? Her' blundering clumsiness 
has occa^oned aU the disasters of the morn- 
ing, "the best thing which we can do for 
her, is to expedite her departure, that she 
may avoid the reproaches she so justly 
merits; and, at the same time, let us de- 
voutly hope she will send none of her own 
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Atupid race to apply for the post she i^a- 
cates.*' 

But notwithstanding the pretended harsh- 
ness of this speech, he threw into his sister*s 
lap two or three guineas to send to the dis- 
carded damsel by Amy^ and bidding her 
fbrewel till dinner-time, marched ofF. 

Adela, since her residence with her fa- 
ther> had received a considerable increase 
of allowance ; and now, more than doubling 
the sum which Julius had left in her hands, 
she hastened to make Amy the distributer 
of their joint liberality. 

Mr. Cleveland, on his return home, ad- 
dressed his daughter, and in all respects 
behaved to her, as if the affair of the morn- 
ing had never occurred. His nephew Tal- 
bot arrived in the evening to take up his 
abode at the villa (as was now frequently 
the case) for some days. Adela and Julius 
welcomed such an inmate, at the present 
juncture, with more than usual pleasure ; 
and the hospitable reception he obtained 
from all parties, gave an animation to his 
looks, and imparted a delusive joy to his 
heart, which he scarcely knew how to dis* 
semble. 
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. Talbpty with a fervour far surpa8stti|f 
friendship, had loved Adela almost from a 
child. Yet accustomed to the exercise of 
the steadiest self-command^ and aware o£ 
all the diiEculties lying before him, he had^ 
with unexampled circumspection, succeed- 
ed in disguising from every eye, but that of 
the keen-sighted Jemima, the symptoms of 
his attachment : and forming no plan, 
though nourishing a thousand alternate 
hopes and fears, he had quietly watched the 
progress of evei;its, and whether adverse ot 
propitious, trusted wholly to them the deci- 
sion of his fate. 

Lord£.nnerdale*s pretensions, and there- 
pulse which they had encountered, were 
equally well kqpwn to him. He now be- 
held Adela disengaged, and exemipt, if not 
Irom all attachment, at least from all soli- 
citation. No favoured successor had stri- 
ped forward to replace the Earl ; and, re- 
moved, from the public eye, she wa3 here 
an object neither of pursuit nor observation. 
The brilliant vbions which her noble lover's 
persevering assiduities might have led her 
to indulge, would, in this retirement, have 
leisure to fade and disappear; and though 
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Talbot, had ho means of judging of the ex- 
ict state of her present feelings, yet, from 
the gpeneral placidity of her demeanour, he 
thought there was reason to h(!me; that her 
©bedience to Mr. Clevelanffi will was un- 
attended by any of that extreme wretched- 
ness which would make it presumptuous in 
him to declare his sehtimtents'. 

la adopting this opmion, he reflected not, 
that in many casfes it might be wise to judge 
of others by himself. His ch^racterhad in 
it nothing artificial ; yet no man was more 
successful in concealing from those aromnd 
him, the mental conflicts he sustained— the 
fluctuations between joy and despondency, 
doubt and confidence which Succeeded each 
other in his mitid, Adela possessed the 
same power in a yet more eminent degree. 

• 

She deemed it weak, if not disgraceful, to 
let every casual ohscrver read in her coun- 
tenance the sorrow of disappointed lore ; 
and she thought it culpable not tfo repress 
iti private as wcH as public, the encroach- 
ments of discontent. Murmurs which she 
dared not vent before Mr. Cleveland, she 
sti-uggled to subdue when alone. She per- 
pietually endeavoiwcd to bear inniitid, how 
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little right she had to '' condition about 
events ;" — ^how much it was her duty to 
weigh the gaod with the evil, and how 
probable it was, that when both were fairly 
estimated, the good (in her own case as in 
so m^ny others) would be found to prepon- 
derate* The reconciliation with her father, 
assuredly was a blessing of which his rejec- 
tion of Lord Ennerdale ought not to render 
her insensible; and the encreasing kindness 
of her brother, wias a source of happiness 
which she needed still less effort to value as* 
it deserved. But, that ftom all this, re- 
sulted perfect indifference to what she had 
lost-r-complete fopgetfulness of avowed af^ 
fection, or total renunciation of every lurk- 
ing hope, it were vain to assert. Her re- 
sanation was unmixed- with apathy^ her 
connposure originated in no disposition to 
change, or even- to waver. 

Tltlbot ha^l sounded his father's present 
sentiments upon the subject of the declara* 
tion which he meditated ; and had joyf\illy 
discovejped, that many of the objections 
which would heretofore have been made to ' 
his choice^ were, by the alteration in Adela's 
circumstances^ now done away. 

VOL. v. o ^ 
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The General, indeed^ would have wished 
his son, in marrying, to have aimed at giv- 
ing new consequence to himself and his fa- 
mily, by the extension of his connexions^ 
and the enlargement of his influence, 
amongst people of opulence and power* 
Yet, indolent, and not hard of heart, he 
thought that it was scarcely worth while 
to refuse his consent to a match which, 
(though inferior to his own views of ambi- 
tion,) would constitute Talbot's felicity, 
and now presented on the score either of 
'ortuue or t)irth, nothing to which he could 
easonably object* Already partial to his 
liece, he therefore finally concluded, that 
the be&t and least troublesome mode of pro- 
ceeding, would be to receive her cheerfully 
as his daughter, on condition that shp 
should obtain, from the well-stored coffers 
of Mr. Cleveland, a portion equal to that 
which he had bestowed upon her two 
!'isters. 

Thus aythorised, Talbot begirrhis opera- 
tions, by. an unreserved disclosure to Julius 
of the purport of his visit : 

" I will nifike no application," cried he, 
" to your father, till I have had some con- 
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ference with Adela — and if she rejects, or 
bids me delay my suit, I will depart, without 
giving him Teason to surmise the motive 
which brought me." 

" Then, my good fellow,'* bluntly but 
kindly replied Julius, ^* keep your walking- 
stafTathand to depart, whenever it suits 
you, as unsatisfied as you came ! In your 
life you never sallied forth on a more boot- 
less errand ! Adela is as much devoted to 
Ennerdale as ever — and my father, to be 
honest with you, if he disturbs her projects 
of faith and constancy by proposing any 
other man, has an object in his eye, whose 
pretensions will form as insuperable a bar 
to yours, as those of Ennerdale him* 
self."— 

Talbot, much alarmed, besought him to 
be more explicit. 

•* I assure you,** resesumed Julius, ** you 
are only urging me to give you the heart- 
ache ! Adela is a dear and admirable crea- 
ture, and I'Ban easily believe that any man 
who loves lier as she ought to be loved, 
must suffer severely when convinced that 
he has nbthiiig to hope. We have," con* 

g2 
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tinued he, '^ a confounded old neighbour, 
Jliord Rothbury, I mean — ^a worthy soul, 
too, in the main; but, unfortunately, he 
has a nephew, or a tenth cousin, now on a 
visit to him, whom he designs for his heir, 
and for whom he wishes much to negociate 
a match with my sister. The good girl sus* 
pects nothing of the matter ; but prelimi'* 
naries have beea discussed by the two el- 
ders^ and I every day expect to hear thu 
business gravely anppunced to her, and tq 
see the finishing strol^e givejpi tp all her ex^ 
pectations of bein^ allowed to enjoy, un- 
disturbed, hof present ample measure of tri- 
bulation/' 

Here evaporated without a prospiept of 
renewal, all Talbot's ideal felicity, and the 
diiiideQce which h^ b^ 90 recently sh^en 
off, resumed its accustomed plac^ in hi$ 
ipiud, accomp^oi^d by the keenest regret 
at the aggravated inquieti^dp which ^e £bynd 

was preparing for the object of his attache 
ment. 

•• And have you," cried he, ** whose in-^ 
fluence was &9 gre^i w^hen the r^cQtion of 
Lord Enn^rdalp ^as in^ .^?i&tio;i, no. a^pfin-^ 
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dency bVer your father on the present oc* 
evasion ?— Will you do every thing for thfe 
g^ratificatf on of what ought to have been an 
obsolete and exploded prejudice, and no- 
thing for the pitservation of Adda's peace 
dfmirid?'' 

'* You are talking, honest friend, of what ^ 
ybu do not at all understand ! 1 exerted not 
the smallest influencein the affair of En- 
nerdaleV di^crtissron. I was out of town at 
the time, and wholly unsuspicious of what 
was passing. Yet, I do not deny, that my 
father thought he was acting in Conformity 
to my wishes, and smothered his ambitioti 
chiefly to avoid giving any shock to my vin- 
dictive humour. On this very account, I 
feel the less confidence of success in under • 
taking to counteract his present scheme. 
He may choose to tell m^, that the sacri- 
fice whith he made to my fastidiousiiess of 
one titled son-in-law, is enough : and the 
reVersionary prospe'ctis 'of this new preten- 
der, he will probably be so ftir fVotn disdain- 
ing, that they tnay appear to him desirable 
indemnifications for the hontours in posses*- 
sibn which he so magnanimously declined. 
Another thiner- mv dear Talbc:, I will 
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frankly confide to your discretion. My 
own concerns^ just at this time, are in so 
ticklish a position ; the credit which you 
think I might exert for Adela, I may per- 
haps so soon be taught to find insufficient 
for myself, that I foresee a much greater 
probability of requiring, than of being in 
any predicament to perform the good offices 
of an interposing friend." 

He then entered into a detailed explana- 
tion of the difficulties that encompassed 
him, which filled his attentive auditor with 
amazement and concern. Having ended 
the strange narration, and listened with 
unusual patience to all Talbot's grave but 
friendly representations, he thus terminated 
the conversation : — 

" I have carved out my own perplexities, 
and furnished the materials myself for the 
pile of embarrassment, doubt, and anxiety, 
which I must now either craftily under- 
mine, or batter down in the open face of 
da}"^ ! The consciousness of having been 
the architect of so intricate a structure, by 
no means encreases for it ,my veneration; 
and every impediment to its demolition 
which may be opposed to my efforts, will 
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heighten my regret for having ever reared 
it. We thoughtlessly, or rather uncon- 
sciously, * weave the warp, and weave the 
woof of our own destiny ; but, in disco- 
vering the fatal misappHcation of our in- 
dustry, the stings of self-reproach consti- 
tute, perhaps, the severest portion of qui: 
wretchedness. How I shall weather the 
storm which I first rashly excited, and 
then, yet more rashly, exposed myself to 
struggle, against, it is not for one so dim* 
sighted into futurity, to decide. . I have 
energy, however, though but little pru- 
dence ; and a sanguine spirit, though nowj 
at times, a somewhat timorous imagina- 
tion. If I foil, Taibot ! — But avaunt with 
such gloomy, such hateful forebodings! 
-r-Give me. your good wishes, my dear 
fellow ; — ^if I demand theni, give me even 
your services — and, above all, bci truaty^ 
and be secret." , , . 



1 
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CHAP. VIII. 



TUTOHING. 



Some tlitie elapsed after the destruction of 
Lord Ennerdale'a lettersi before Adela re- 
ceived intelligence of him through any 
channel whatever^ ol* was even enabled to 
form a conjecture how he had borne the 
contemptuous restitution which she had 
menaced^ and then been compelled to 
make. 

At length a letter arrived from Mrs. So- 
merviUe, the c<)ntents of which inflicted 
upon h^r the mostpiercing uneasiness. 

^ It would be cruel/' said the considerate 
Elinor, ^^ to reproach yt)u, my loved sister, 
<* foi* an act which we are all convirttfed 
*' you performed h/ autho rity ' ' authority 
** not to be disputed. How Lord Enner 
'^ dale obtained his information, he refuses 
^^ to explain: but he seems well acquainted 
^' with some recent transactions at your 
*' villa, and submits with a better grace 
** than I expected to the mortifying treat- 
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^ m6tit which his poor fetter deceived. 1 
" should teH you, that he had principally 
^' written it tto solifcit your pardon for the 
" ^kpresstons which Itad given you such 
^ diit offence in his preceding 6nes. 
•* He arrived at his fro\vning edifice in 
our vicinity list night. Lady Isabella 
and Mr. Annesley had travelled with 
** him; but he left them both to make the 
*^ best of their novel situation, and came to 
*' i;is almost the instant he stepjped from 
*' his carriage. 

** And how, Adela, let me ask you : have 
*' ybu amongst your surrounding neigh- 
** hours, a Major Monthermer, related to, 
" and supposed to be the heir pf Lord 
'f Viscount Rothbury? How chances it, 
" my dear girl, that you have never men- 
** tioned him to me? Are the frightful 
** reports circulated respecting his views in 
" being so frequently your visitor, un- 
" known to you ? Is it false that he is an 
" agreeable and a prepossessing man ? Is 
" it equally false that he is a particular 
" favourite with my father, and that de- 
*' signs, wholly subversive of our better 
** hopes, are entertained in his behalf 1 I 

o5 
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*' tremble for you if these rumours arc 
" true! — Yet, Adela, remember, for one 
" year, at least, your sacred word is pledged 
** to remain free ! No threats, no terrors 
•* ought to impel you to perjury. Plead 
" this promise, be firm in maintaining it ; 
^^ and confound not the merit of submis- 
*^ sion to lawful commands, with the 
*' weakness of consenting to become trca- 
•* cheroui^ and to incur dishonour. 

*' All here are in the utmost anxiety 

*^ upon this truly alarming subject. Write 

."immediately. Suspense, which Lord 

*^ Ennerclale quotes high authority for as- 

** serting to be the onh/ insupportable mis- 

fortune of Ufe^ makes strange havoc 

upon his spirits and his looks, and adds 
*' not much, you will believe, to the sere- 
•' nity of either Mr. Somervilleor myself. 
" This last-named friend sends you his 
** most cordial love.-— Adieu." 

Adela still held this letter in her hand, 
and was painfully ruminating upon its pur- 
port, when she was joined in the garden, 
Avhither she had fled to lead it, by the per* 
sou to whom it principally related — Major 
Mojothermer. 
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Hitherto his presence, though not pre- 
cisely a matter of inditieience to her (since 
she admired his manners and conversation, 
and felt inclined to approve all that she* 
knew of his character), had never excited 
in her any other emotion than that of pla- 
cid good-will. But with this letter, repre- 
senting him in a point of view so unde- 
sired, still before her eyes, she could not 
now behold him without experiencing a 
degree of confusion which the most undis- 
cerning observer must have perceived. It 
certainly escaped not the/ notice of her 
present companion ; yet he abstained froni 
making upon it any reniaik, and hastened 
to inform her, with some symptoms of risi- 
bility in bis countenance, that he had been 
sent by Mr. Cleveland to communicate a 
project to her, which it was earnestly hoped 
she would sanction with her approbation :• 

" Your father,'' continued he, 'Mias heard 
me accidentally mention, that during my 
residence in India, I gave some attention 
to, aad made some progress in the study of 
the Persian language. Shall I now tell 
you. Miss Cleveland, what his proposal ta 



/ 
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me kas been, in consequence of this very 
undesigning avowal ?" 

Adela begged he would speak plainly, 
and he thus went on — 

*^ I atn required, if your consent can be 
obtained, to commence your instructor 
in this useful branch of female knowledge.'* 

Laughing, but incredulous, Adela now 
replied — 

** My father certainly meant this singu- 
lar advantage for my cousin Barbara ! He 
knows how superfluous it would be to offer 
it to me. I have neither inclination, me- 
mory, nor capacity for any such under- 
taking.** 

"Yet assure yourselft that you are the 
person I was directed to address. Mr. 
Cleveland says he is too nervous at present 
tp bear the sound of music, and therefore 
designs^ that the time which you used to 
dedicate to that pursuit shall be now trans- 
ferred to the acquirement of this novel 
accomplishment, i laugh,'* proceeded the 
Major, '* but not so much at the thing it* 
self, as at the surprise which I anticipated 
it would occasion you^ and now perceive 
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thAt you feel. But, rather than hazard a 
remonstrance, agree to endure the tran* 
sient torment of my lessons; I will not 
make them very serious or tedious evils j 
and thei^ is reason to hope that the en* 
thusiasA for Eastern learning, which insti- 
gated their, being proposed, will speedily 
subside." 

A disagreeable plan could scarcely have 
been set forth in less forbidding colours. 
Adela felt and acknowledged herself obliged 
to the Major for seeking to palliate its irk- 
someness with such good nature ; and after 
some further discussion of the absurd pro^ 
posal^ suffered herself to be prevailed upon 
to accompany him into the house, and 
make known to her father that she was at 
least willing to try the new scheme. 

But Major Monthermer, could she have 
tead his heart, would not have appeared to 
her so wholly undcsigning as he was desirous 
to be supposed. 

It is true, the project he announced to 
her, and seemed to attach so little import-** 
ance to, was originally suggested by het 
father; but the Major had been most ready 
to abet and encourage it, and secretly ex- 
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ulted in the oppnitunities ofdail^ inter- 
course which it would give him'with an 
object he so greatly admired, and to whose 
good opinion he was so soUcitous to recom- 
mend himself. 

Too much a man of the world to be of 
very enthusiastic fetliugs, Monthermer, 
generally speaking, dealt more iu gay flat- 
tery to women than in fervent and sincere 
tenderness. Lord Rothbury wished him ear- 
nestly lo marry; he had himself,, originally, 
no wishes pointing in the same direction. 
Having retained his freedom till the age of 
thirty-four, and been accustomed, . alter- 
nately, to the bustle of a camp, the convi- 
viality of male society, or the retirement of 
a man learned in classical as well as military 
knowledge, he saw no charms in the pro- 
posal of obtaining a companion for life, 
whom his habits ind pursuits had left him 
so little leisure to deem essential to happi- 
ness. Rather than offend his noble kins* 
man, however, be endeavoured to manifest 
as little repugnance to tlie proposal as he 
could, and wisely strove to resign hjmself 
to inevitable necessity. 

The information, after two or three in- 
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terviews with Adela, that she was the lady 
his relation had it in meditation to accom* 
plish his union with, considerably altered 
the tone of his feelings, and facilitated his 
task of appearing perfectly acquiescent. 
She made a deeper impression upon his 
mind, and exalted more highly his estima-r 
tion of the power of her sex to awaken 
esteem, and secure attachment^ than any 
other female he had ever conversed with. 

More in love than it was^either quite 
pleasant to acknowledge, or quite easy to 
feel, he detached himself-^from the society 
of her who had caused this revolution as 
little as possible; evinced great anxiety to 
hear whether the negociation hinted at by 
Lord Rothbury was likely to prosper; and 
by unremitted assiduities, sought gradually 
to propitiate the fair enslaver, whom it 
was become so much his interest to court 
and serve. 

The consternation of Talbot, on behold- 
ing the Major installed with such ease and 
promptness in his new office, .could only be 
equalled by the surprise with which Julius 
learut the readiness with which hi^ sister 
had concurred in so preposterous a^ ar- 
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rangement : *' Do you know," said he, with 
his usual hnpetuosity, " what yoii are about, 
Adela ? Do you know that you are entou- 
raging this man to fali in love With you, 
ahd giving him reason to suppose that you 
like it ? In the De — I's name, what have 
you lo do with his Persian pothooks, and 
his grammars and dictionaries, and pre- 
tended zeal for your instruction ? t)on*t 
you see that it is all a concerted thing be- 
tween him and rny Tather, to bring you 
oftener together, and to accustom you by 
degrees to relish his assiduities?'* 

*^ Something of this kind I do indeed 
apprehend/* frankly, though with much 
disturbance, replied Adela ; *' but not, my 
dear Julius, from the Major, who really 
seems to have no other view than to oblige 
my father ; and, like myself, I believe, 
thinks that the scheme might well have 
been dispensed with. He has never, hy 
word or look, given me reason to, imagine 
he either wished to inspire, or himself cii- 
textai'ned, any ^stronger regard for me than 
that of a social neighbour, and a general 
friend to the family.'' ' 

" Fiddle-faddle, nonsense ! What should 
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make hiirt a general Friend to the fatnilyP 
He has hardly known us a month, and 
certainly would be perfectly excusable, were 
he to hear, without caring three straws 
about the matter, that we were all to be 
faangetl or drowned to-moi'row !— all the 
nude part of thfe household I mean. As 
for you, whether it be a matter of triumph 
of regret to you, I know not ; but be as* 
sured, you are by no means an object of 
equal indifference to him. I therefore 
look upon it as one of the most reprehen- 
sible actions of your whole life, to have so 
quietly sanctioned the plan which has ad- 
mitted him to such an established degree 
of intimdcy in this house. I speak thus, 
upon the supposition that you have no de* 
sign to accept him : the case is different 
if, on that point, your mind is at all in 
suspense." 

" You so littl6 belreVfe in the probability 
of such a tircumstante,*' cried Adela, 
greatly huVt by ttife intittmtioii, ''that to 
make any disclaiming professions, would 

■ _ 

only be unnfecessafily losing time. But 
anxious as I atti at once to conduct myself 
with int^ity towards Major Monthermer, 
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and to escape the misery of incensing my 
father, you must acknowledge, dear Ju- 
lius^ that I have a most arduous part to 
perform." 

" You must let houesty gain the as- 
cendant over cowardice. All this tempo- 
rizing is not only blameable, as it tends to 
mislead Monthermer, but as it manifestly 
threatens to be injurious to your own in- 
terests. Speak plainly to my father whilst 
it is yet time — tell him. ..." 

*' I dare tell him nothing," interrupted 
Adela^ '* unless interrogated; and even 
then, such is my dread of losing the littk 
(the ver^ little) ground I have gained with 
him, that it would only be by an effort, of 
which you cannot estimate the difficulty, 
that I could bring myself to say any thing 
which he might disapprove.^' 

Their conference was here interrupted, 
and soon after, Adela, with more than 
usual reluctance, was obliged to repair to 
her new language-master in Mr. Cleveland's 
study. 

Though these lessons were considered by 
the politic. Major as mere instruments to 
further his purpose of ingratiating himself 
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-with his lovely pupil^ yet, ia the presence 
of her father, he affected to think them 
of some consequence^ and seemed to be 
really interested in the success that might 
attend them. But the moment Mr. Cleve- 
land left the room, and Mrs. Monthermer 
(who often accompanied her son) alone 
remained to interrupt their t^te^ortAe, he 
threw off the pedagogue's mask, conversed 
most agreeably on every subject but the one 
which he came professedly to teach ; or^ 
producing some entertaining book, either 
French or English, read to her whilst she 
worked^ and thought his pains richly re* 
quited, if he drew from her one smile, or 
succeeded in calling forth a single appro v« 
ing remark. Of smiles, indeed, she was in 
his presence far from being lavish. The 
remonstrances of Julius, and the warning 
sent to her by Mrs. Somerville, had put 
her on her guard; and circumstanced as 
she was, nothing appeared to her more de* 
sirable than to establish in the Major's 
opinion XI. firm persuasion that she was dull, 
tasteless, and disagreeable. 
How well she succeeded in this humble 
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endeavour, a very short interval sufficed to 
ascertain. 

Mr. Cleveland, using but little cere- 
mony, and descending to the cobdescen-^ 
sion of but little preparation, at length 
summoned her to. a private conference, for 
the purpose of making known his decisuM^ 
rather than his tmsh'es, in Major Monther^^ 
mer's favour. His style of Expression, ia 
general, was far from being remarkable for 
clearness ; to be verbose in matters of bu^ 
siness, and fatiguingly circuitous, seemed 
more his Jbrie ,- but on the present occa* 
sion he Was memorably concise and un- 
ambiguous. 

^^ Arfela/' criied he, "it gives me plea- 
sure to observe, that you appear to enter* 
tain no prejudice against the kinsman of 
our noble neighbour. Lord Rothbury. I 
have serious thoughts of accepting for you 
the proposals which, on the Major^s be- 
half, his Lordshiji has tljought proper to 
make to me; anti I wiih you hencefor- 
wztA to regird yoiil- a^^reeable precieptor in 
the light of a suitor whom 1 highly ap- 
prove. He meditates^ on some family 
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affairs^ a short but indispetisable excursion 
into Iceland. It is now the beginning of 
Angust : he will return in November^ and 
before Christmas, I hope to see you his 

wif*." 

Qeartrsick^ and dismayed as she was by 
this speech, its extreme want of feeling, 
its abrupt, despotic coolness, inspired into 
the diffident Adela a spirit which she had 
despaired of being ever capable of exert- 
iag. She was silent a few minutes, still 
loth to provoke her father, though deter* 
mined not entirely to desert her own cause ; 
and then, in a voice which, at the same 
time that it trembled, she flattered herself 
was firm, answered—** I have put it out of 
my own power. Sir, e^n if I had the will, 
to accept the addresses at present of any 

man living— except one, whom I dare not 

jiame. 

Betrayed by hi^ first surprise . into the 

i]>decency of uttering a tremendous oath, 

Mr. Cleveland then fiercely proceeded to 

demand what she meant. 

" You are not privately married r" 

cried he. 

" No, ^r; but 1 am solemnly bound by 
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an inviolable promise to decline, at least 
for the space of a year, every proposal." 

This answer restored to him the power 
of breathing freely. Offensive to him as it 
was, what he had at first apprehended was 
so much wors^, that, in the comparison, it 
dwindled into an evil of scarcely any mag- 
nitude. After a short pause— ^ 

*^And upon what principle," cried he, 
sneeringly, " could you think yourself au- 
thorized, my moral and conscientious 
daughter ! to contract so presumptuous an 
engagement ? Do you imagine that chil- 
dren, whether minors or of. full age, who 
reside with their parents-^who are depend- 
ent upon them for their future dow^, and 
indebted to them fo# present maintenance 
and protection — do you imagine, I say, that 
children so circumstanced, have any right 
to make these sort of compacts ?" 

♦* When I permitted myself to enter into 
the engagement of which you are speaking, 
Sir, I had not the happiness of residing 
with a parent.'* 

^* But I supppse :it has often, been con- 
firmed in your letters since?" 

'* It required no confirmaition, $ir ; it 
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was ample and full^ as originally pro- 
nounced/' 

A mutual silence now for some minutes 
ensued. Mr. Cleveland walked about the 
room with a brow gloomily overcast, and 
with strides, which, for a still-feeble con- 
valescent, were singularly expeditious. — 
Adela stood leaning against the arm-chair 
in whiph he had been sitting, fearfully 
awaiting the result of his rumination. 

" Since I find you," at length said he, 
^* so scrupulous an observer of your word 
in one instance, I beg to lay claim to some 
share of the benefit attending this puncti- 
lious exactness. I require you^ therefore, 
strictly to promise, that, the Major's visits 
shall not be discouraged ; that, on the con- 
trary, he shall be received with the same 
civility as heretofore; and that neither pre- 
vious to, nor at the expiration of the time 
appointed for holding my authority at de- 
fiance, you shall presume to renew the ex- 
traordinary engagement which now so in- 
decorously binds you." 

*^ Twill do nothing, Sir, in direct viola* 
tion of your commands. But may I be • 
permitted to say, that the former part of 
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your injunction gives me gneat eoncero? 
On what footing am I expected still to le^ 
' ceive the M%for ?'' 

^^ 14^ Cleveland^ w)iq delighted in an 
opportunity of delivering a (^ntoncQ. dietai 
torially^ now poifipoi|sly answered—'* Y^m 
will receive b^nv on the footing of an acv 
quaintanc^ whom your fathaf highly values> 
and whose society he ](vill hold yQU re" 
sponsible for t)€i9g obliged to relinquish.'* 

Here was another instaince of c<u9pen* 
dious perspicuity, with whi^^hAdela, had she 
faeciii in a humour to adqiire the pithiness 
of laconic elocution^ could not have failed 
to be enchanted ; but her ear, just at pse-^ 
sentii had no sense of such beautjes; she 
was listening more to the meaning than to 
the arrangement of her father's words ; and 
that meanii^ proved so particularly nuffir 
latahle, that it drew from her only ^ a^gh 
of regret* 

Their short but mutually unsati^actory 
dialogue here ended^ and Mr. Cleveland 
exacting from her no reply to his last 
speeeh; left her to the unexhilarat^ng em* 
ployment of pacing up and down the room 
in anxious aud alpio&t desponding medita* 
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Tl)e first interruptioB that wasi given to 
this musing disposition, the entrance of 
Major Monthermer occasioned. 

" 1 come not/' cried he, ** to harass yoa 
with a: summons to dry study, or even to 
its semblance: but my mother is going 
this morning to Strawberry Hili, and she 
sent me to entreat that you would accom- 
pany her." 

A negative, polite but decided^ was 
rising to Adela*s lips, when the unex. 
pected return of Mr. Cleveland, and his 
immediate acceptance for her of the pro-» 
posed scheme^ compelled her to say that 
she should be happy to go. 

In crossing the hall, to run up and pre« 
pare for this excursion, she saw Talbot 
Cleveland and her brother just returning 
from an expedition on the water. 

^^ My father,'' said she, stopping them a 
moment, '^ chooses that I should go with 
Mrs. Monthermer and her son to visit 
Strawberry Hill. I wish you would order 
your horses and join the party." \ 

** I will do still more,** cried Julius ; 
'* for if there is room, they shall give me 
a seat in their carriage-'-or mther, upon 

vox.. V. H 
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8ecoDdrtk)ttg]ita^ IbeyvSball gire ono to jrou^ 
Talbot. I like bet^r that * Addd should 
be seen with twor beaux thatii with one; and 
]» this caaei^ it may be inom politic to cou- 
ple the Msy'or witdi her cousiin than with 
her brother/' 

Talbot proclaimeil this to be an extremdy 
happy tfaoughty and Julius conlrrived, when 
the carriage containing Mrs. MoutlMsrroeic. 
stoppei^ at the dtM>r^ tor accomplish its rea* 
lizBtion. 



< . > 
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CHAP. IX. 



AMWGUITT. 



CbAiObivbd afi she was at being under the 
necessity of continuing to receive such 
narked attention from tlic. Major, Adela 
felt considarably gratified by the convic- 
tion that no absolute renunciation of her 
promise to Lord £nnerdale would be insist* 
cd upon. Glad also^ that the indispensa- 
ble avowal of this promise was passed—* 
cheared by the bcaaty of one of the finest 
days she admosfc ev€f renKi»bered*-^nd ea- 



totained, even in despight ofF hersetf, by 
the varied aaid aliii]ia4;ed conversartion of 
Ikfofltfaenner, her native vivacttjr seemed 
insemibly to revive, and chafrming as he 
had ever thought her, she now appeared to 
him fncreeogagif^g than on any former 00 
casion. ■ ' 

Amongk the innumerable object* of cih 
riosity and' admiration which the s4nga)ar 
mansion they iit^re visit^ing, presented, none 
more forcibly avrested the obser^-ation of 
Adda, than the extraordinary collection of 
rare and tf uly valuable portraits^ with which 
it is enriched. At every turn, 8o»i« coun- 
tenance met her eye with the name of whose 
original, either history, biography, or poe« 
try, had rendered her familiar* That of 
Madame de S^vigoe she would alone have 
deemed well worth a long pilgrimage t<^ 
behold. : That of Madame de G\ ignian, her 
daughter, was na farther gratifying to her, 
than as she connected with it the remem- 
brance of the charming mother; the ex- 
pression of the face wholly disappointed 
her, and she felt half tempted to smile at 
the maternal partiality thit had so oftea 
induced Madame de S6vign^, in h«r letter^ 

H 2 
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to extol td the skies the beauty of such an 
aspect ! The sweet and- touching Duchesse 
de la ValHere, so appropriately termed by 
her judidous cbtetnporary, F humble violette ; 
the imperious Madame de Montespan, who 
so largely partook of that playful but sar- 
castic turn of wit, peculiar to her family, 
and every where denouiinated, tesprit des 
Mortemars ; and amongst the portraits of 
individuals celebrated in our own country, 
the exquisitely beautiful head, painted by 
Rubens, of the Duke of Buckingham — 
that Buckingham, whose sudden, and as- 
tonishing elevation under James I., was 
followed by so eariy and disastrous a death^ 
in the reign of his unfortunate successor: 
—these, and a multitude of others, dis- 
tinguished for genius, for wisdom, for grace, 
or for talents, awakened her enthusiasm, 
and gratified her understanding in a degree 



■a^^a 



* He was assasriiiated inhiaS^th jear, by FeltoD» a 
lieutenant in the army. Hi^ son, the author of the 
Kehearsal, has been delineated, under the paipe of Zim* 
ri, in Dryden*s Absalom and Achitophel ; and Pope, 
in his Moral Essays, EpisUe ' III, has drawn a most 
impressive picture of tus obscute decease. 
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to which the pleasure of looking -at snuff- 
boxes^ chiha^ old watches, and japan po« 
matum-pots^ bore not. the smallest pro- 
portion. 

As they were passing from the gallery to 
the room called the tribune, a new party 
of visitors was observed, consisting of two 
ladies and a gcaitleman. In one of the 
former, Adela, with equal surprise and plea* 
sore, recognized the lovely stranger whom 
she had so long been unable to distinguish 
by any ap|>eUation bttt.thattif the capmcums 
beauty. Talbot and Julius both diseov^ned 
her nearly at the. same mofment, and the 
former immediately went up to her. .Julius 
held back during a jshort interval, add at- 
tentively examinad her . cond^ntcms : ^thi^ 
ceremony over, he. Hso: stepped forward 
and made his bow with great apparent tsati&a* 
faction. 

The two parties now proceeded together, 
and Adela, much engrossed by the fair in- 
cognita, became considerably, less attentive 
to the inanimate part of the entertaiamenti 
Frequeutly did the eyes of these :mutuaHy- 
observant ladies, meet ; and frequently did 
Adela perceive, that she was ma^de the sub- 
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jcct of soQie wiiisperod remaHk^ addraftsed 
eitiier to lier bwtber er to Talbot* Hiat 
tbese were not of an unfavourable nature, 
the flattering expression of countenance 
with which they Were accompanied, suffi- 
ciently testified • 

^^ You have jefiected/' said Majm Mob- 
liiermer/^aconQplete conquest of the youngs 
est of the nevrly^arrived ladies* Has she 
]iroduced upon you. Miss Cleveland^ an 
impression equally advantageous?" 

^ Indeed slie has.*^I have seen* H^' be- 
foic^and she has always struck oie as being 
one of the mo0t lovely creatures it is possi- 
Wc to behold/'^ - 

^^ But, if ai^ 4aring 'ivig^t, myself fer m^ 
jliatice, ddiould ventuore to controvwt this 
efitmoii, wxmld you make no allowance for 
davnsHy. cf tpste V 

'< Would you persuade me tomakeaIl<w« 
^nce for la perverted taste?'* 

'^ I beg^n to think, that this new comer 
is your friend, as well as your standard of 
perfection V* 
- ^ No, I do not even know who she is." 

^^ Perhaps, then, I may, without offence, 
be permitted to declare, that had I sefn her^ 
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eirea tofoiqe I obtmneil tiie bappiacBs of 
JOBontving ycMz^ my heart w(Mtklhai^el>een as 
«fe ^'om all surprise, .a$ it ia nawkca^able 
of a41 ^ange**' 

This was a ispieech iwihiek A«lela wished 
^im t<i bdieve she found too ambigoKnts foi: 
JmriCoinpreiiensQaD, though a teU-tale blusii 
•which she turned away to liide, betnyed 
but toii pdpably her comsciousness of Ids 
4iieaiifDg, More cla^ted tbaa ihs occasioQ 
ivarranted^ the poor &f ajor^ faailiiig this de- 
Jusive ibhuii as a hafipy osnea, ' smiled 
imtti jsfperior lore/ aad looked and felt en- 
chanted. 

His ilUsup^i^ssed, though sik&t,exalta«^ 
lion, was at its height^ ivfaen Adeia wm 
istartled by a voice dole to her ear that 
whispcucri-^ 

*^ i don't half like thclodks t^ith ^hioh 
you listen to that inshniKting Mdjor ! Tafas 
.care !-^You hare a certain friend in Nor-; 
tfamnberiand to ^om I may iind ttieans of 
conveying some very malicious iepbrts."' 

Tuf niag hastily rounds Adela discovered 
in the person who was speaking to het, the 
oameless huly she had been so !£ealous?y ex^ 
tolling ; hot ere she could answer her, the 
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bright vision Was gone,' leaving, however, 
a full conviction upon the mind of her au« 
ditress, that the object to whom Julius was 
attached*— the songstress of the baat-**-and 
the capricious beaufy^werehMt one and the 
same individual. The whispered remon*- 
strance had not been uttered in so guarded 
a tone as to disguise from' Adela the well- 
jremembered voice of her mysterious ac- 
quaintance: and she now wailed with impa- 
tience for an opportunity of obtaining from 
Talbot, all the information rejecting her 
name and family which . she believ^ed: him 
capable of furnishing. 

But Talbot/ whether tutored by Jiilius, 
or disposed to mystery from motives of his 
own, disappointed her expectations, and 
declined giving her the slightest clue by 
which to dispel her' uncertainty. In vain 
she urged, petitioned, and remonstrated ; 
he remained inflexible, and she was obliged 
to quit Strawberry Hill as uninformed upon 
this subject as-she had entered it. 

Whilst at breakfast a few days subse- 
quent to this excursion, Mr. Cleveland, 
amongst other letters brought by the posi^ 
rieceivedpne of considerable lei^th, and of 
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a description to excite the utmost suFpri^ 
from Sir Patrick Harley. 

The methodical Baronet begun by set^ 
ting forth in pompous terms, his high adr 
miration of the elegance, accomplishm'entsi» 
and beauty, of Miss .Cleveland^ Hesitated 
the wish which hie. had long entertained of 
making such proposajs to her, as shean4 
her father might deem worthy of their atr 
tention ; but justified the delay to which hp 
had been unavoidably compelled, on the plea 
of having had some previous arrangements 
to make in his affairs, which had proved 
slower in bringing . to a termination than 
he had originally expected. But now that 
he found himself at liberty to declare his 
intention, it was with deep regret he learnt, 
that Mr. Cleveland had views for his daugh- 
ter^ which, he feared, were totally in oppo- 
sition to his own long-indulged hopes.; As 
this was the case (and he had reason to 
think his information came from undoubted 
authority) he ended, with inuch tiresome 
circumlocution, by making a grave appli- 
cation for leave to transfer the offer of his 
band, title, and fortune, to Miss Cleveland's 

H 2 
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» 

(Aaraing sister^^fae gay and blooming 
Mrs. EringtOD. 

The wiiole of this letter Was listened to 
hy Julius with bursts of uncontroulable 
Jaugfater^ and its conclusion almost threw 
liim into convulsions* 

^^ Hei«*s a fellow of ac<;ommodAting 
Mould V cried he, ^* Commend me to these 
^asy tramferrers of affection ! They are 
^ore to be envied than any class of people 
ninder heaven. A stoick, loves nothing— «a 
libertine loves a dozen at a time — sl rejected 
Ciorydon breaksf his heart and dies; but 
9iere's a practical philosopher, who, when 
foiled in one project, turns coolly tothepro- 
^cUtion of another, and finds, in whichso«- 
ever fair is mosb attainable, the most do- 
serving object of his pursuit. 

Mr. Cleveland s animadversions upon 
the letter were neither «o merry nor so sar* 
castic. A match of this splendid descrip* 
tiou for either of his daughters, was no sub- 
ject of derision in his eyes : and he very 
speedily retired to compose as handsome an 
answer to the Baronet's proposal as it was 
iu the power of gratified ambition to dictate; 
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Meanwhile Adeln, who had likewise re- 
ceived letters, was occupied io pexusing 
them with the liveliest inter eat« That whioh 
fir^t claimed her attention was froi^ Wil* 
liam Haihfiden. Its date gave her the im- 
mediate 4uid welcome information, that he 
was at his father's ; and from its general 
purport, she had the satisfaction of leamiag 
that his health was rapidly improving,**^ 
tfa»t his spirits were revived, and his hopes 
of advancement in his profession were san- 
guine. His father, he said, had consented 
to i^ceive a loan from Lord Ennerdal; to- 
wards the purchase of a company ; and 9B 
soon as the negociation was finally adjusted^ 
he expected to be called upon to join his 
regiment;, still serving abroad. No further 
inteUigeqce of the disposition which Sir 
Thomas Forester continued to entertain 
towards himself and his wif(^, had i^acl^ed 
iheiii. Mrs. Forester had never writjben 
-aince the plausible letter that he haJ shewa 
to Adela when they last met in town.^ He 
professed tiim&elf to be perfectly r^co^ciled 
to the old liaronet*s peiseveriug negJeiit-r- 
** and my wife,'* added he, " though griev 
'^ •ed as a daughter, bears the mortificatiop^ 
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*' in other respects, like a true heroine. She 
** is delighted at her reception here, and 
** endears herself more and more to every 
** individual of my family. My mother is 
J* particularly pleased with her, and my 
" sisters vie with each other in shewing her 
** the fondest attention. We go next Mon- 
*' day for a week to visit your friend Ruth, 
*^ and her deserving husband, whom, from 
^^ the little I have yet seen of him, I feel 
^* disposed to consider with much regard.'* 

This letter could not be said to recal to 
Adela's remembrance the design which she 
had wished, rather than dared, to entertain 
of interesting her father in the cause of 
these young people, and of inducing him 
to apply in their behalf to his former asso^ 
elate, Sir Thomas. She had never lost 
sight of this object ; but her own influence 
still appeared so feeble and precarious, that 
she had been unable to gather courage to 
venture any application. She now, how- 
ever, determined, rather to hazard a repulse, 
than to suffer the business, many days 
longer, to remain unattempted. 

The letter which accompanied this, came 
horn Mrs, Erington, and was most truly 
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conformable to that lady's sprightly yet 
speculating turn of mind. 

After telling Adela that she was still in 
Hampshire^ and had no immediate thoughts 
of removing, she proceeded, with triumph- 
^Ht gaiety, to talk of her success with Sir 
Patrick : 

• '* To be sincere," she said, " I accepted 
'^ the invitatioi^ hither, solely because I 
** knew that it would place ine with fn five 
^* miles of his residence, and enable me, 
^^ as he is a frequent visitor in this family, 
to see him as often throughout the sum- 
mer as might be needful for my project; 
" I had every reason to believe, that a ha- 
^* bit of regular intercourse, or, (if you will) 
'* callit a system of regular attack, carried 
*' on when you were remote from the field 
" of contest, would, in the end, prove auc- 
'^ cessful. I have long held the second 
" place in his good graces ; nay, whilst you 
*^ shut yourself up so closely to attend upon 
*' Elinor during her confinement, I literally 
". held the ^r^^f-^Once more, Adela, that 
^* envied po9t is restored to me; and, if I 
" forfeit it again by suflferiug him to step 
^^ within the magic circle of your attract 
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" tiolMi, call ai€ a bhuAlerery unworthy to 
'^ outshine all competitors m fashion aad 
^^ in spleAdour, on tny next appearauice 
'^ upon the Lotodon st^ge ! 

^' My fitSiervrill receive t>fiicial inforim^ 
^* of the Bar onet*s fixed, though tardy hck 
** sohition, by this day's post. Waste no- 
'^ breath in isi^ing at the fate to Which I 
" hafvne condemiied my self. I * u^ed his€Nres, 
*' not Ms rnoble mittdf/ an<i shall be quite as 
^ happy as I expect, and less liable to dis«- 
<' appointment than half the folks who 
^' marry upon higher porincipies. At all 
^ evenuts, before the expiration of a month, 
^* af you behave well, and if I approve the 
" tstyle of your aiext letter, you sha;ll re* 
*^ ccive, from. Lady Havley, a silver favout 
*^ as 'brilliant as your own eyes !— But 
*' spare, Stpare me, good Cassandra^ all use- 
•* less and dejecting proiphecies f 

Though Adela could not repress a smile 
at the substance and diction of this strancte 
scrc^l^ {whence so obviously peeped forth 
amidst all its pretended bravery, a sentf- 
mentof latentself-reproach) she had weoard 
enough for ir« infatuated writer, to consi- 
der a union formed upon such heartkus and 
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worldly views, as a very xaelaueholy ciiu 
CHiimstaiice. She had, indeed, long siispect* 
ed that Alicia was deliberately aiming, to 
supplant ber in Sir Patrick's favour; but 
knowing the coquetish turn of her charac- 
leTi she had believed that this scheme wais 
carried on more from a desire of extending 
her oonquiests^ than with any serious wish 
of becoming his wife. The «vent proved 
how much she was mistaken, and the gilt* 
tering but uninviting prospect to which 
Mrs. Erington was sacrificing herself, chil- 
led her hearty whenever she reflected upon it. 
Her own perplekities, however, allowed 
her but little tipie to dwell uj>on the probi(- 
ble, but self-incurred unhappiness pf others. 
Mrs. Somerville <:antinu<ed to writ« the 
most pressing remonstrances against th£ 
tacit encouragement which she wa<s giving 
to the Major ; and A<iela herself recoiled at 
the apparent duplicity of her conduct to- 
wards him. Flatteringly distinguished by 
Mr. Cleveland, he was a welcome, nay, an 
invited guest, ftt all periods of the day« 
Urged on by Lord Rothbury, who continiH 
ally became oiore solicitous for the match ; 
and perhaps instigated beyond aU other 
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"widtives, by a lurking vanity which blinded 
him to every chance of failure, the Major 
had now often spoken so intelligibly, and 
seemed so little discomfitted by Adela's 
grave silence', thatwithout waiting for the 
formality of hearing from her lips a confirma- 
tion of his hopes, he had all the air, and, 
indeed, all the self-complacent feelings, of 
a man assuretl of success. It was this easy 
presumption that alone riendered tolerable 
to her the idea of the disappointment which 
awaited him« Had he added greater difB. 
dence to the innumerable good qualities 
which she was willing to ascribe to him, 
her uneasiness at the treacherous tolerance 
she was forced to grant him, would have 
preyed incessantly upon her mind, and de- 
prived her of every ray of comfort. 

" I have Only to. hope," she mentally 
cried, " that the same vanity by which he 
is so easily beguiled, will serve^ as easily, to 
console him. I have always heard, that 
men who are very confident in the success 
of their own merit, are cold of heart, and 
less subject, in case of a defeat, to the in- 
trusions of gtief, than to the nu>re comfort^ 
able sensations of disdain *' 
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Btit Major Mdntfaermer was not cold of 
heart : and even his oonceit was not the cptk* 
ceit of a shallow coxcomb. Il resulted in 
part from a gay and. sanguine tempeFj and 
in part, from hb being wholly nnpracitised 
in affairs of serious courtship. He took ^t 
-for gnmted, that aliladieft, as yoUng, and , 
as much under the control of pftteifns^l w- 
thority as Adela, listened to the professioBS 
of a lover^ ai)|)rdved by their father^ with 
the same silent acquiescent timidity which 
he had found, it impossible ever to. iC0ncpi^ 
in her. He was told there, tre?^ reasfmii 
that preveoted the ; immediate c^tebration 
of the marriage, but that thiose had any 
referenoeto ber.aritrseneas from the mar- 
triage altogether, he ^had not the slightest 
iSuspicion. A transient del^y he^ could well 
submit to ; it suited better with hia \vish|S«? 
indeed, than a speedier engagement^ as his 
presence in Ireland was urgently required, 
and he was anxious to bring the affairs 
which called him thither to a termination, 
before he connected himself with a wife 
whom he sliould be equally loth to carry 
with him on an unpleasant expedition, or 
to quit for so indefinite a period* 
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Meaifwliye, the. abskird .scheme of tetch-- 
jtig her Fen»aii» Mrhieh, at first, he so xeadUy 
adopfted^ as a tiretencae £br those visits that 
were now peroiitted without any preteaoe 
at all, was happily abanrioaedy and, to Add- 
la'^ j^eat4eli€ft no 4Bither'eoDc1usiv«pu]»Qit 
wiEs stfbstftttted in its place. Ifosic^ in- 
^bed, she wtas still ceimpelled to cultivate 
iBk&vt seditiously than her ^natiu'al ioclitta- 
4]Oii pipompted ; but pwvided the Miyorw:a6 
Igr, to tead, t<l walk, or to converse with 
tierj Mr. Cleveland wais content to remit 
M«e ^aM jof hie Ibrmer importunity upon 
the eutijeet, and to fsMtx her^ on the wbolt^ 
to^ais her time with but little metestation* 

One evening, that ofn bar return fcom a 
long tiiRible, tidcen, as uaual, with Monther* 
fl»er, and, at h^ pressing sblicitaticm, with 
JuUus^ (who wapted, however, to direct his 
ettpS' a ^iftreot way) -she heard, on rt^wt- 
tering the house, that her father w^as gone 
to spend an hour or two with Lord Rotb- 
bury. Nobody eke nenoaihed to t€C\txit 
her from the whole task of entertain kig her 
niiUtary escort. Julius had t(|uitted them 
at the gardea-gate ; Talbot was no longer 
their guest ; and Seeling veiy much disoon- 
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fierted at the idea of the iif/^cr-^e wbich 
awaited ber/ she hastily proposed Ahieir 
joimng her &thef at the vicMtif s : 

*' Ccrtaiuly," <^ied the Major, *' if ywi 
wi$h it : huU I own, I had flattered myaelf 
that you would ^ive me leave to take my 
tea witjbout proo^ediog any further : ^inw, 
iigloTftous as the eonfeaston may appear, I 
j?eally am heartily tired*" 

'.' .Sliadl I«" said sfa^» laaghiiig^ ^* «rder 
the coach to convey you these three huo*- 
dred yards fiirther ?'* 

^^ It would be much Icrnder to oider- tlie 
tea-Jinu" 

^f fiut my aim is» to be kind to myaeUt* 
I am tired too» and would gladly.go whpi^ 
ever I can escape the trouble of doing il^he 
honours of the tea-table." 

^' Oh) f 11 diapense <with your doing any 
honours save that of aUowing me to driiMc 
it vtth you. And if you are top weary to 
talkf I'll furnish conversation for both." 

'* This is beingamazingly generous! But 
how comes it, that with ao much weariness, 
you should feel so confident of youf powers 
ofentertaiixing?'* 



1 64 TRAITS OP KATUltX; 

» 

^^ I never hinted at possessing sach 
'powers; I only said that I would talk 
enough : for two, and left it to your own 
t>f>tion whether to fall asleep, or to keep 

• 

awake during the performance of the con* 
tract. Come, resign yourself graciously 
to the sort of tax which I am imposing 
iipon you ; put your fair hand to that belli 
order up the tea things, and then sit coo* 
tenledly down here at your little favourite 
-table." 

^^ It is but fair,'' cried Adela, provoked 
^t his easiness, '^ tliat I should, in my turn, 
condition for a few gracious boons. I 
have letters to answer, one of which is <^ 
real • coiisequencew When you have dis^ 
patched this urgent affair of the^tea, will 
you considerately put on your hat, make 
the best of your way home, and leave ine 

« 

to write Without interruption T 

" I will ; and now for the tea and all its 
pleasant accessaries;" 

Some of these were to Adela far from 
being of that description. The conversa- 
tion which Monthermer had volunteered 
to support, turned, whilst he leisurely 
sipped his tea, so entirely upon the subject 
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of his tender passion for her^ that she was 
distressed which way to look, or how, con- 
sis tently. with the restrictions her father had. 
imposed upon her^ to answer him, 

'At length, her natural frankness got the. 
better, in some degree, of her scruples, and 
she very seriously said— 

• ** It grieves me, not to be at liberty to 
reply to these professions in a perfectly ex« 
plicit and honourable manner, since my 
silence, and the evident pleasure which 
my father receives ffom your visits, must, . 
I fear, mislead you. Major Moathesmer,4 
respecting my present sentiments,- and fu-; 
ture intentions. I am threateqed, if you 
withhold these visits, with being made 
responsible for their cessation. JBittifbr. 

this, do me the justice to believ6, that I. 

should long since have entreated you Id. 

suspend them, or, for both our sakes, to 

have abstained from ever addressing me ia. 

language which 1 am so ill able to hear with 

the gratitude it merits, ** 

The Major, in defiance of his accus* 

toroed security, was alarmed in no small 

degree by a speech so unequivocal, ^ and 

utttred in so deUber^4« a^ yoiice. He 
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besought her to be whoUy unresenred^ and 
since she had gone scvfar^ at onee to tell 
bimi the worsts he ht^ to apprehend. 

*' I dare not be too plain wifeh you/' cried 
Adela, ^^ though, trusting m ydar geo^no- 
sity^ I have said thus much, in order to 
clear myself from the imputation' of having 
tacitly contributed to yosr deception* I^ 
in coming hither^ yofU can: rest satisfied 
vdth the single approbation of my father^ 
you amply possess it : if you seek to gaiin 
min^ and siifier any part of your happi- 
ness, to depend upon my approval of your 
avowed setttiments^ yon injure yourseif^ 
and inflict upon me very great disquiet.'" 

^* But say, lovely Adda, is this coldness 
the natural consequence of a pne-engaged 
beartP Is i<^ that to/ nie you object^ or 
that to another you are more paattal r" 

^^ Ask me nothing further, Major^" crieii 
Adela^ most painfully confused. ^' I have 
surely said enougbi as well for my oMm ac* * 
quittal, as for your heeessary information.'* 
^^ I know not/' resumed he, after a diort 
silence^ ^^ what to conclude from this most ' 
singular conversation. That your fetfaer is 
my friend, J have^ undoubted proof; that 
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be wii&es- me to sdbscribe. to some dela;}i^ 
before he blesses snewidif joiar bawd, yow 
are, probably, iofiirmed .; baitt tii^ft be woi»ld 
at amf time be barbarous enough to feiree* 
your coiBpliaAce, I cannot believe. Nei« 
ther must you^ fair Adela, believe so ill of 
me> as to- imagine that upon svxk teems I 
could bear to obtain it. Tbe objections 
yoif hlirt at I mui&t, therefore^ fiatter myself 
are .only temporary .* I will pevs^nte you 
with no renewai of this themi^ wbitst it ia^ 
dedarediy so irksome to you; botsufifisr 
me to retain? som^ hopes, and whatever 
may be their hwdX issue, rest assmred^ that I 
shall exonerate' you from every species of 
blameJ' 

^' Your hopes," 6aid\Adela, half amilfiogit 
<' I affH' no longer responsibte for; yoar 
protni^e^ of attributing to me bo &iture 
censure, I am tbafukful, and truly rejoiced 
at. Add now, Major, remember <)uf coni*^ 
pactr-^your tea is draiik> but my ktters are 
yet unwritten/' 

The chearfulneas of her aecent, a^nd the 
mUdiieds of her eye, dispett^ed some of the 
paittfiil apprehensiotts whidi her precediiiig , 
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aerioiisness had awakened ; and be was 
xmug' with uninuxahfiriDg submis&icm to 
obey her, when Julius again made his ap- 
pearance* 

^* Where's my father?'' he hastily de- 
manded* 

^* At Lord Rothbury's,'* replied his sister. 

*^ And has he been there from the time 
I quitted the Major and you at the gate?"* 

Almost tempted to laugh at the singu- 
larity of this abrupt question in the Major's 
presence, Adela frankly answered*—^' He 
was there-even before that time/' 

Julius said nothing more, biit threw 
himself on the sofa, exhibiting in his as- 
pect a mingled expression of sadness and 
irritation, which his .sister could not behold 
without at once .dreading and wishing 'to 
hear it ^explained, She waited only till 
Monthermer was gouic^ and then affection- 
ately approached, and would have ques- 
tioned him ; but he turned petulantly from « 
her, saying — 

** Pray don't let me, by the unifnterpst- 
ing detail of my vexationsy drive out of 
your ifl^gi&atian all the agr^ea^i^ things 
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which y<m liAvfi given your gallant Itfi^or 
so kind an .oppor(unky of add/€96ing tor 
you.'' 

. ,. ^* It wovld^ I faipcy,*' said Adela^ " be 
ntuch.^ gticater act of charity, to drive 
froin thjs:poQf l^ajor's own remembrance all 
the< agreeable, things he has been heiuring 
from me/* 

^' Don't be[ disengeQUous, Adela ; the 
man went away as self-satisfied as I almost 
ever sji,w hinjj!!^ 

, ^f, Whencci he derives ? fppd f oi^ such appan 
reut : cpmplficepcy , i; beyond my.powter of 
comprehension ; since nothing can be more 
certaiqi th^n. that far from giving any oc«> 
casion to it, I most imreseryedly told hinii^ 
tjiat \t M(i(s,only in obedience to my father's 
pcungiancls I ever permitted his visits.". . 

.''Pid yqq,. upon your honour, say^ny 
thing lilfe this. to him?" . ^ 

'Un- even stronger terms, my dear J.uliufl|^ 
than, I have, now used in repeating the de- 
cls^tiofi toryou." 

^SThen i^hsA does the egregious cox« 
comb mean by that look of unmprtified 
cpipppsuf^ with which he made his parting 
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• *<H« fiw«tts t» Ye«t ii|ioii « fNMiiidiMi 
It^pfei tiiat Htiie wiH*dpwMieiti<chMigfeiMi iti>f 
sentiments.*' 

*' He k H; Mppy man ^Uo« mftut m ihui 

* t(uppM*t, .«a« Reserve hiinst^.-frMn 8}tfllH> 
}(iS^ 4ntt> ^M«mmij|««ient; I WOttM that- J 
«MiM fin^l It M tteof tto bi4' dtofitfBMr tb ill 
approaches." 

^ My d«ar«8l bwiSiM^ wInA tAfr taade 
:ftmthu*<!fe8p«««tig?"' 

" O, Adela ! she is going^—Ae- dfty, the 
W^ Ixotn h ^"xcil I have Ab «ioinent 
Jeft heif-Mittd'ff y<5tt fcnev witti .what«ii* 
spesfkaMe wKBtehedttefiSv my t;i«§i ttff sf^ 
fectiMia1» ikdiil^ you would pity nie fir6m 
Ifce l»<ytttttn <»f ftiy hestt*" 
'■ AdthSd hi^h;^ pity hhn, iA)r liever lliMl 
she seen atbgot^h more Arongly ittipt^eMfeil 
«pon any fttrtnan countenance. 'Sht sat 
down beside him and putting her arm 
Withm hrs, gently and sbttflimgly said.^ 

* WouM to heaven 1 liad any pbir^r to 
serve you! Perhaps, deardst JiiliuSj 'were 
you wholly to confide in me, i 'might be 
fA)le to sirggestsome hint, some pi-opd!«d» 
from which your afilttrs ttiig^t derfve ad>^ 
vantage. Blindfolded as I now amy it it 



oo)m)|e yfm, fmili wish*; iQiflmIt tnejm 
Isms^h f^l loyedt hco^ffr open :to^ ioMt 
your mhol$ hw^^ and if V am affotd yi»| 
no aid, he awufed at leasts that I riiaU'HMflbt 
teiidej4jr &el foc^ and woitld sooner Aid tluHH 

'^ IrlMbren^dMerv>€d4{lttS(kiiidBited&^ 
yov^*' cried JiiHns, tfairowiii^ libtaiinfjatoiilKf 
her. '^ My poor Adela ! it is throti^'tttt 
tbat yoa have been Mttdered lukap^t ahd 
thia genetotts ooneera fm inf di^'tresark 
moise ^b 1 can illear to ariei^wul avCferi 
Ge^d aad deaf gkUibighremel'^ 

^* Ham can 1 fofgiyr>iarliare I iMnse-ha^ 
iKWGBdiiOTdseittineat:?** flfcrfedjihe. '^iBtil^ 
Jidkis, r^sappaiiit dot tinis my faopo xi^ 
obtaiaing yanr confidmce. Tdl neoidme 
k is that sO'iiMaii^ arrets ymi 2 Wiiftbea 
is tbe sweet tstatture gdmg, to fvlDMi juM 
avetsofoittlty attactedF' 

^f Adaia^ j^u amstiiot too jdoaefy ques^. 
tioame. 2 am oontfJelriy imha^y/ lafeMi 
it would be a gBoat conndatioii.to me te 
ceywtnwfcitoatr to you :inj^ vbote' bistbiy) 
bot it AMnt aotibe^ i ^rfUgiowsly "believe^ 
tjhai Kbat J^ wiw eadiMie ia aetn i» i^sitoni 

12 
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my own head^ll the ttiiseryl inAiAted i]|>on 
ycmr*s t I must bear it; lio We\*r, IwkbouC 
fliakitig you^ its ^positary. Indeed, die 
painful secret'!* not ekcluftively mine to 
iteveal; and I have been repeatedly can** 
iBoned (by one who may be pardoned 4br 
harbouring greater distrust of your pru* 
dence t^n I should feet) never to betray to 
you the perplexities by which I am ha* 
rassed/*« 

: > f f If such are your obligations to be mys- 
terious," saidiAdela^- ^^ I must submit: but 
Lcouldi not love. yoUj Julius, asldo, if 1 
felt perfectly content when I saw you agi-» 
tated and linhappy, to be held in ignorance 
gf the cause. I have dejected you by no 
progmstics of evil — I have fatigued you 
by no exhortationsv—yet I have always had 
my fears of what your intimacy with this 
fair incomprehensible would end in. There 
seems so little reason to apprehend, that 
yiD^r influence with my father would fail in 
0htaiping his approbation of your attach- 
ment to any woman of real character and 
fashion, that I can discern no possible smw 
tive or excuse for the strange obscurity of 
]Wiir rteent procefcdiugs ; unless imbed, it 



originates in the opposition made to your 
views by the lady's own connections. But 
even in that case, why do you not prevail 
upon my father to step forward to your 
assistance — to plead your cause for you ? 
His devoted dffetilbn oiight to convince 
you, that there is no exertion he would not 
Ima&e to }n:otiiote your true advaatag«j your 
i^ell^-fouiided expectations of happiness."* - 
**Were I less miserable," cried Julius, 
^' I eould lOfUgh at the mistaken Visdom of 
tiiiis Deasoning, and at the ^lemn > gravity 
with which, it is ao meilectually urged 
•Mnch older and more experienced -headb 
than ybur's, my dear Adefa, have falle|i 
into/the misfiortune of giving. blundering 
and erroneous 'advice, when their iiiforiMB* 
tion' upon a/su]lr)ect has been ihipeifeei. 
You would look aghast, were you ;ftiHy 
told how rutnoiis to my prospects vrduld 
be the steps you recommend. Preach to 
me,* tfaencftiK, no inore, nor pretend' to^gini^B 
counsel in an afiaic you so ill eompreheni::; 
but cothfort/t or at least tranquilliae me^ by 
enduring with patience to let me indn]|^ 
before you ail the melancholy which, iu thie 
pr(ssenc&Qf others, 1 mitst strive .to o^^noeal^' 
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{Brf/^tlM noiaflfed c&Jimiesst q# 4iif r fatltv^ 
aspieel ipfacit:l«B> BCtwstttd hoiriei ' iboMa leH 
,9Mwtd tfait the Majoc liad betiayed to !iim 
lio^jMhttif Abolkxioiii^ms^ito idikck cbiiTd 
1^ liim : dof>]eaduli; On. tiWi centaty, 
lie MemAd iugUgr atifdied: Miithi her ftr 
JkmAg^ dttring: tei Bdmlfabcd smth a' ooiali* 
^nton, andjnb 'ini ^ vmasuaily benigm, a 
]bMMnt, thataheseued tbeJhiiounbl&iiio- 
sent tinr aoaikiiig an a H e nfcp t^gpon hia. beast 
jb belialf of WiUiam Hmpden aad his 
ichnaly wife. . ' . . 
* . lAr. Clrrelaiid listenad ^ to bier staiple 
ttatJenecl of tJie. embarnainMi^ of die 
^mag ooiiple ivith far goeafter isDeoeat tban 
had expected him tOi shew; ' i 
Tfaenameof hiai oU frieod, SirTbomaa 
i^reMer, was associated in icM lemmbaiiee 
'^sttb that of some of the happiest yean oC[ 
Hs earfy life ; aad the assimace whiek he 
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MOT* rtcei««I^ thai tie secM^d Bmo^at 
kad ceCcen lietft heard sptakiog of him viA 
wanaer kindnesi tfaui of any otbct hit»aa 
faeifg^ rerivedatthistaiKvn^ and dsdesamiefll 
fafivi (afWr a ingbl^ dotifaerattoa) 1o put td 
the test, % a p^jMMiai appIicaliDii^ tbe iti^ 
fiiience wllteh Mvsi. Hain^^n had Mseticd 
he stitl' i-eteine^ Aft breakftM, tkeMSo^ 
M^ wMsoing, he cmnnmaieated to Ad^la 

*• I have businesa," said he, *' relat^r« to 
llie pufpehaM of some tend* at i^ dbtaace 
^ scareeiy aibre tliasi tvevty miles from 
^ reskfinm of Sir Thomas; and a^ chaai^ 
of atrmayaft th?s time be particuhtrly be* 
cefiekl to^ ave, t think, in two or three 
days, I will set out on this double negoeta. 
tfon, .and fry wJiat I ran effect for those 
rash y^ung people iii the course of a short 
visit to my eld friend." ' 

Adela^ overjoyed at tw»cii iiitelfigcne^, 
most gratefully thanked him, and ttt the 
tsanie time inquired whether he thought 
that she could do any good to- the ^aase by 
accompatiyitig him ? ' - 

. *^l^viH write to you,^ said Mn Clcrc- 
land, " if I find reason to rfgret not hav>- 



IfO ruAm or vjoaanK. 

ing taken you with mS t but, witbomt 
adGertainiog how far your society might be 
acceptable to the poor valetudinariaii, I 
should be 16th to force you into hU pre* 
aeoce. Reimain here, therefore^ under your 
brother^s care; you have many friendly 
]ieigfaboura» and I am persuaded will ex- 
perience no neglect. If you hear nothing 
from me at the expiration of a week^ you 
may conclude that I am on my journey 
home/' * 

Foreseeing much embarrassment fpotfei 
being continually liable to th/e visiteof tbc 
Major, Adela now ventured . to solicit her 
father's permission to invite -some female 
friend tp spend with her the interval of his 
ajbsence. 

*' Who would you propose Y* inquired 
he. ** Barbara and Jemima, as you well 
know, left town with my brother and Mrs. 
Cleveland ten days ago.*' 

" And by the way," cried Julius^^ ** in a 
letter which I had yesterday from Talbot, 
1 hear that Jemima is extremely ill, from 
the effects of a violent cold caught after 
dancing. I certainly neither very l^gfaly 
.tespect nor love her ; but I shculd be sorry 
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the )>oor creature were to lose, ber life 'for 
»so paltrya frolic as a c<Hintry bi^L'" y 

'Ms there any reaso^ to believe her life 
at all in danger?** demanded Mr. Cleveland. 

'^ Of two things, both sufficiently disa* 
^reeable,"* replied Julius, " I :fiEin€j that 
one must happen~-she will, either ipse^ Her 
life, or the use of her limbs. The wbple 
severity of the attack seems to have falleq 
upon her joints; and Talbot says, that 
the physician leaves them little hopes, of 
her ever being able to walk again without 
crutches.'" 

«.This melancholy intelligence engrossed 
their whole conversation till bre^^kfast was 
over, when^ as Mr. Cleveland arose to go 
intb his study, Adela timidly renewed her 
solicitation for leave to provide herself 
with some associate of her owp sex, and 
mentioned Miss Rivers^ ^l)o was still in 
the neighbourhood, as the, lady whom she 
wished to invite. 

*' Miss Rivers/ said her father, glanc- 
ing his eyes towards Julius^ '^ is rather a 
dangerpuji inmate for a young and idle 
man/* 

\* Miss : Rivers, Sir, said J»lius," lisim 

i5 
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and sauntering to a wmddw, '^ wHl be as 
secure from experienciBg any undue gal- 
lantry from me, as I sttiiU evet be secure 
ff6m losing my heart to a papit of her no* 
ttier'fe training/' 

• ^ She is a very g6od gif 1> 1 believe,*" re- 
sumed his fii/ther, ^let who tnll have trained 
her : but I own I hav« no ambitiofi to see 
her your wife. However, as by what you 
say she does not apf^es^ to be very likely 
ever to become an object of ifiMiimlahle 
attraction to you, and her accomplish^ 
ments will render her a valuable companioif 
to your sister, she has my consent to pun 
pose the Vitit to her.- * . , 

Mrs. 'Rivers was too well p)eas^ to grasp 
at any opportunity of domestieatii^g her 
daughter in a house eontaimng a young 
and wealthy bachelor, not to aubscribe 
most readily to Adcla'^ plan; and ,thrcc 
days after it had been first projected, Mis$ 
Rivers became her pleased and wiUing 
guest. Mr. Cleveland, the same mornings 
departed oti his meditated journey, and 
^^ela found herself committed to thegUi* 
dance of her own discretion — though^ no* 
sftihaUy» to the protection of her bibber. 



/ 
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But of tHar brother, comfmiiioiiabk smd 
friesdlyaft he bad hitherto been^ fthe now 
scarcely eiarjojed the society an hour in the 
day. He seemed to Kve only on horseback^ 
ftnd'^as 80 seldom at home) even to meato, 
thati the ceremony of wart'rng^ for him was 
gradiiany intermitted, and the expectatioii 
of ever beholding him before night, was 
iflfsensibly abandoned. 

In this* situation of aflairs, it was to 

Ade)a a real atid mvaluaMe com&rt to pes- 

» « 

i9ess in her elegant guest so constant a pro- 
tectress, whether at home or abroad, !firom 
the risk of being constrained to sefe tfa6 
Major alone. She had,., iddeed, eariy on 
her father's departirre^ signified to Inm^ 
that unless ac^ompenied by Mrs. Mouther- 
mer, she should deem* his visits utterly^ 
icnproper ; yet It might" not hove been al** 
ways in her power to avoid th^m. He had 
of late taken si vi<4ent 'pasrion foi: lowing, 
znA ndver entered his boat without passing 
Mr< ClevelandVnufenced and slo(>ing lawti;^ 
and aocuratdy surveying the premises, in 
o^der,^ if A^ela wa» visiblet to ^tep ofid 
converse with hei^ and on some pretence 
•Poft^ 9oti<jitdbg fiermissloa^ 1e join her. 
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Shfi gaily remiaded him, on thete occa* 
sioDS^ of the absence of bis matronly cha- 
peron; refused all bis entreaties, both for 
herself and her friend^ to embark with 
him ; and abridgingthe conference as mtw^ 
a& was practicable^ sent him away, despair- 
ing to behold her in comfort till the even* 
ing, when he usually induced either Lord 
Rothbury or his mother to be the compa* 
nions of his visit. 

On the fifth day after her father*s depar- 
ture, Adela was surprised, as she came down 
fjrom her dressing-room before dinner, by. 
th^ unexpected sig)>t of Talbot. He and 
her brother (who oo. t^at occasion reniain^d 
at borne) .were walking up s^nd down the 
hall^ engaged in earnfat^ but almost whisr 
pered coAversation, whilst. ;her fair compar 
nion^ Miss Rivers^ was left to saunter alon^ 
in the garden. . . 

They both approachjsd Adel^, however, 
the instant she appearedl, and without giv- 
ing her tiqse.to speak^ eagerly ai^igned a 
variety of excuses (all equally unneces- 
sary and frivolous) for the new guest^s 

ju-rfvaU 

. . • » 

She assured tbem that tk«y w«Tf giriv^ 
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tlieni^h*es much superfluous trouble^ as she 
certainly wished to hear no excuses for a 
visit which could only be a pleasure to her 4 
*' And X cotegratiHate myself sincerely*' ad ^ 
ded she, smiling, '^ that any inducement 
has been found powerfiiVeaougby to detain 
my brother at home for even a istn^e day!** 

Julius understood the reproach which 
these words implied : but he had nothing 
to plead in his vindication that suited at 
once his interest and his veracity ; and 
turning on his heel^ marched off into the 
drawing room. 

Adda enquired with kindness how Tal* 
bot had left his sitk sister^ and was shocked 
to hear of the deplorable state in whi-cft 
she still remained. — H^r physician's worst 
predictions seemed to bedecidedly fulfilling; < 
and it appeared as if his patient was destined 
henceforwiurd, to know, no removal but 
from abed to a sofa : 

« Christina,'' Talbot added, " behaves 
en this melancholy occasion like the genuine 
pqptl fffhtvAxHig, so affectionately beloved; 
cousin Adela. . Sbe isLnflvser absent ham 
the^poor sufferer's room, whoscfifiiritfr iih4 
aBkdeay!»ttmfMi;(?heeiv aiHl: whose /ealatidty 



she seeks to alleviate by every uttemion 
which a ki^4 disf^H^^ ciiit aiiggeist I 
gcieve to $ay dbiat J^miota cloeB nbb, 9t pie^ 

of ihi$ ^Midnily m we aU ^ii2v Bat the 
ftiaoie Q]ii»t Corner ^theii «he. will, diore gme^ 
fuUy ackoowledge it« And, meanitdbile, tin 
different to the reoetrtkm which they iiieet> 
Chcistisa perseveffefe m her hiuaanc exer^ 
ticM, a» 1f aim tng « aneiety at Ihe apfaroba* 
tioB of her o^^m excelleot heart:. I eaoiiot 
describe U> vto how mneh she has exalted 
herself in my mother's opinion by sto ftdmtr 
TuUe a etytfeem <Q(f cobdiicU She is mpidly 
beGoqdBg a/ d»daied aa weU. as . ileteryin^ 
fevdvitei.^' f 

. ibdeJaiWas tnbre braehed tluut swprbed 
by tllese t details of her young friaiui*fc.btaej- 
isoknoe ef nature ; atuk repeatedly told 
Xalbot, diat there waa nothiag' amiabltv 
nothing praise-worthy whieh fn&gtit net be 
expectddfrgbiiher. ) < . 

,Mtn doiDDeiiv tke twD y^iongiincsyi^at^ 
$to9a.ftHbaking: their wi«ev:*sollieNffortb.t<$f 
getber^ .and;did'^ot^rei»eh(!ter .die 'house eiil 

late atini^t*' >:!•' ^fnoji a'iyiolluf. $0^/ >:*} 
> 9u<roeediin|g •. i^^,-^ ■ i^aMot i< ^dei^dted 
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more time to the ladies ; . but hh tiumghta 
were evidentlj pre-occnpicd^and^ to Adela^ 
he appened full of care and warnkty. At 
dmiier, ibis pee«occupatioD seemed to m^ 
ereasci, and it uraa with diffioaky that Uft 
coakHbroe Uim^ to aiip|)ort aay share 
whatever in the conrerfiatioii* He TankAied 
aloioBtas soon as the dodi was withdrawn i 
and Julias himself, remained inirisiblp 
thronghout the whde day. 

Miss Rivers knew too little of the aceis8«* 
tomed mode of living at the residenoe of 
her new friend, to be i^track by these eool- 
tinual exits. Her talente affibrded her jpq4 
soupces for every minute of the day^ and at 
no time had the hours hilng lefts heavy oa 
her hands than at the present period. . She^ 
was gradually beooming more and more 
pleased with her lovely faoatesst Xhek dis^ 
positions seemed, to accord most; ptrfieictjly ; 
and the few guests who 'were: Qix:aMoQaU;y 
admitted to enliMen their reUceoieiat, \n^ 
rested or entertained withoiit.svit^^^her 
to ceremony or fitftigue. Undesigning, loon- 
tented, and f«eb At>m every. 4p9cies of ccvfV; 
ceit, she proved iki 9U respects a >coi|i(p8#iw 
more deligbtfulr than A^io^^i PAi'^^^^'*^'^^^ 
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nad ever been to her, harl even ventured t^ 
expect^ A habit of daily, intercourse wa» 
fast cementing their mutual. good-ivi II into' 
afection and intimacy, when ; a subject o£ 
the severest alarm drover from tlieh* xnind& 
all attention to themsalvest and left scarcely 
to either of them, hut to Adela in particu* 
lar, ability to think of any thing, save the 
distress that awaited Mr. Cleveland* . 

The time which he had specified (that is, 
a week) for setting out on his retbrn, was 
fully elapsed, and, for two nights and two 
days, Julius had never been at horned Tal- 
bott also, during the last twenty^^four hours, 
had wholly absconded, and Adela, was very 
spee^lily informed^ that their servants were 
missing likewise. ^ ^ 

She instantly, oti hearing this, dispatch- 
ed a messenger to the housie in Hertford** 
street, as well as to General Cleveland's io 
Berkeley -square, hoping they might have 
been seen, or at least, heard of, at one of 
thoso two places. 

The answer brought |back, was most d'a^ 
ptriting. At neither of the bouses liad any 
account whatever been obtained of thiin. 

What next to suggest, sha^ was wholly al 



TftAITS OF VAtVUT. 18ft 

r 

n lo88« The doacstics around iier all looked 
fiili of conjecture and wonder* She was 
hd-self dismayed beyond the power of con* 
cealmeot; and Mias Rivers^ extremely con*^ 
cerned for her, neither knew what coasofan 
}ati6ti. to offer, nor, from th6 agitation m 
whitb she beheld her, what concluskma to 
4lraw. r 

On pretence of indispositidn, their m» 
customed visitors were excluded* Amongst 
the number, there was: oply one; in whom 
Adela fek airy inqlina^i^in to c<^]6dd.r*? 
This wa^ Lord IjLothbury^ whl)fi$ 'age^ nA 
sound judgment^ qiitdified him to be a rett 
pectable frknd and useful adviser. B^ sbs 
knew not whether her father would oonai^ 
der him as a person suflftci^ntly privileged 
by long-established intimacy to be madb^thtt 
confidant of family affairs : and on tiiatfirer 
reflection, she herself became reluotaniH to 
publish, to one wholly unconnected v^lh 
them^ the su^icions and alarm ^at.ihflf 
rassed her. , ., •.. . •., - • • ''r-r-i 

Invariably ber.vthioughts. pointed) towards 
the nameless gm^taiit MrSvElrn^rV .^hi^ 
would have giveiv the. universe to asq^rtain 
whether any lady had, within. (he two l§st 
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dajiS) bfisi misaiiigfiDnidaMW8« Skit whom 
eoiildsheeiBplojitDiiiakethfc'eiiquiiyr N^ 
nnomk of mfensoiifMe had; been* tdagbefer 
e» cftber siite; siftee eke and Mfs» Ebfier 
had been mide»ts at Richmond ; ioikred^ 
liie vtiite of Adela to that kdjr^ had hem 
et]M«aafy fvohftiied Jby Mn C3ev«laad, a« 
well as discouraged by Julius ; — -and thwe^ 
fere^ suddenly to pppear at the hquse on 
ioc^ mi errafttdv she &U to be ifnposisible.*^ 
it was ei[itaUy tfb^^ to eti trust the commis^ 
vioii'to ti'doittfcseie i- !d}tH3ei if her feelings cf 
iiisfiei4)r ^^ieiicy rdef^otted fbom betrayitigher 
ftai-r tt»oLoird iRotfabuiy^' how infinitely 
gMatttrwere the objections to eKposing^thenk 
not only to her own household^ but to the 
ivi|(de 'e8(|ablfahtiietMr oi th« gay Mrs« fi^ 

An elopeitietity she W96 convinced had 
Mteti plaeei Wh6 the lady ^^s, on whos^ 
fil^MunC JuMms had thought hitnself eom- 
^Hed to adopt fiiich'a nieasure^ she was 
utterly incompetent to decide : -bu* of this 
she was certain j;-~that it w^yafld m'fliet upon 
hierfath'tfr the keenest 4is<}«i?etude. — Where 
t'O'dtfeet to hfim, l^ was» igitorant : therfe 
w«i8 every ieiison^ howevec^ to bciieve^ that 



iw was iHi Uts flay 4Mime, / and troukUkbeiiii; 
t&e yttb ijk the roursejdither of thif pimrat 
ortite.tugc^difag.dayb : 
: Her oniy fefiJge*agamBt total msL^twiiyr^ 
(that most intolerafatW isif gf trranccscb to a 
teofikfalccl mmJ) . «iaa ia writhig iffiHiWttt'de* 
kij to Mf si. 3<»tnerrille» That Ladyi's: Mum 
mty t0 1^ Scotttiah bordeis (oil the ' popfatt 
Ue suf^MMitioa fehat her fanotbev hfadtakcil 
tie voad so often t diced: liy fiigytifai. of ii 
UBiiar ctescriptjosiX migfidb enable' ker t» 
act in the aiFair^ either personiHf ^ac ^hf 
praxy^ 'wi^stNoe eftbt ;saML it inaa a JiMtef 
4h<Migh jb o t a itempoi avy oae^ ; tioi ^ AdeiajK dbii- 
tuzbanoe> to- occupy herself 'in ideHailiBg it 
to so firm and affecttonate a frienid. > 

.When her letter was weitten and seitbbff^ 
all the restlessness of prot?adted suspense 
raeoiled upon her ; and the dread^bf aeeing 
her father overwhelmed tby so uaexpectofl 
an event, haunted her withont cessation* . 

As the time drew nearer when his^ return* 
was hourly anticipated by aR the principil 
aervatits, as weH as by herself^ she eoi^ not 
rensam tnone spot, or engage in any s^ 
cies of occupation a moment: but want 
Bering listlessly through the rooms without 
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lditt'a«id, atmost widioo't consciduisiiess^ site 
fotmd herself at last in Mr. CleveTand^s 
ttudy,^ and started on bieholdiDg, upon his 
writing table, an unopened letter directed 
in her brother's hand. 
* Stiiiprised that it had not beenperceired 
and mentioned toiler before, she! eagerly 
rung the bell, and enquired whether her 
brother had left it there himself/or whether 
Itthad recently arrived, and been placed in 
ilfs present atuation^ by any person now in 
the house? 

With one voice, the domestics all prcv 
fessed not taknAvany thingof the matter-^ 
no one had seen such a letter— no one had 
even suspected it*s existence ! 
^ This was not an assertion that she found 
it very easy to credit : the room had never 
been locked, and the preceding day, two 
female servants had been budied several 
hours in cleaning and arranging it. But 
Adela knew, that where mystery is ii^tended, 
U tiB^ useless to evhiCe clisbelief uole^s the 
meaiils of ^rfTectiug a detection are» easily 
attainable^ She>had no such meana^ and 
i^ this she- was sensible that the servants 
were perfectly convinced. 
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• SHfetbcre^e Hismbpeclurkliout reproach, 
tbough not wiiho.ut vexation the disclaim* 
ing household^ and remained anxiously me* 
tlitatingupon the. propriety of leaving the 
letter where she had found it, or of taking 
it ifitoher.Qwn possession to deliver it to 
her fafAket after she had had leisure tp pre?- 
pare him for its probable contents. The 
Study, being the room in which all letters 
that came for him in his absence were ger 
uerally deposited, it was certain tkat it 
would be n6||rIy/.one oj^ the .first which be 
wQAftld 'enter.; and how mi^t the sudden 
disclosure of his son s flig|Pk operate iipoqe 
a frame debilitated by recei^ sickness, sha<» 
ken by actual/atigue, and .at all times subrc 
ject to being powerfully affected by tacnr 
tal irritation ? » ' . : ; . 
> ^^ Such a Uow "' cried she may stU9 hioa: 
krecoverably! I dare .not let itfall upoli himi 
without endnurduring to break its forca^bjfi 
some preparatory intinuytidUif^-^hi Julius I 
What iwould : eSternaDy be . y oar - reaior&e, 
were the abrbpt comHUimdation of this ac6 
of yours, to produxfce £ital eflfects. upon the 
life dfia^pa3^nfc,/whb baarciKef .si^jndulgeittlyt 
so partially, loved you !"— 



tg6 TAAm or isxftme. 

' This thought det^mtned her ; a»d die 
hastened out of the room, hearing t&e in* 
portant letter ^th her. 

About an hour hefore dittier IJr. Gbve^ 
hitid arrived. 

ThougJh pade and £talejm%^ Adek^ tdhnd* 
Ti^ ftbe mdbor^Mii o€ tbe MrranCfv tflent 
to tSie gate to meethtad^ Hisumuipeetfing^^ 
hia ewn chearfol gimthiga pieroed hep to 
the heart ; it ivaa €«4dent that ixo tidimia 
of amchief ;had yetfoundithcnT^fray to haokf 
a«d ahe tair arith comteansftin^ thaft iiw 
whole taak of nearealing wh«thadiiappewn}| 
iMiat ne?(rTtabiy||||s hert. 

i^ 4]utlltiiig* the caitiagt^ lue accompuv 
bM his daughter to the usual sitting Toom^ 
tlaniked M^iaaBivens wkkicpuch intoleiiest 
for granting to his young house^oeoper the 
iMhtlgeaee of faeis company ; ^arikd then en- 
quicedwheae Jalais pma^ add hoar he iiai 
iQ^^geoenl dispoEaed lof hi^Aiaac^. a^iilst Jafil 
tbrhe i&eiir gmidian. 

< ^ lie has heed veny Httld . at hoaae^? 
inmtetied ithe endbaorcasaad Adela' 

^^ Has^hexhme the honours »ofiiia)boat 
^yith * proper jgadla»tsy^< Ji9v« .MoasxiEliversf 
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and}/<oli.beetai«ff»»oUtiHkh'him«ipoii the 

^ Noy Sir ;. Ittr hft3 been almiQAt j^eiyar 

Jllr. CleTriaoiAajsiied notlhlr^ fwth&n, bufe 
sittitig «knni^ tnid^Adria. that he wouU/give 
gtme iKf soar acqoaiit of the iiiceess of 
his visit to Sir liiMBts fomten She 
tiattked kim^ imd cbosmng a cbair inext 
toi fai% eoAesrOuted to appear as mucb 
iittttrcstffti m the roii|tal» ais sbe rea% nMmld 
iMfefeit^ had fat vtfaoai^its teen: 3€88pM»i 

^^ I wiH ntf *" wid jfaer finlfaer^ '' inaike4b 
wry 'laiig hibtory o^ 4iie.*p«ficti]a|*s. atten- 
ding my im)Mtton^«t1fa&;siiigufaciNrt ivor^ 
tiiyi Bawmtfs. it iv svfiMatnt io infiNm 
y4»% tillN; winAinowBAiitfactfoii tb hitn«* 
8«lf^«fattn'{rf«asu»eto hlia^aughteiHii^ i 
teek vpwyiafboifefOTiiMirada^ib fooKatii hia 
woivj iiiid^hdii^ aanrowtjp eteenml; atti 
geldbift p0miftt»il to eDnverse iwith htm. 
aWae^l'Ibuttd^iiiMaiiieaialn^ 
ject wUch yda hii^ MWiiehat hent^-aiid 
tvta u> retidM 'ttty kfteiAranoe of iooiaside- 
nMeaviin: Wli&t'I 4tailM>t*am 'oppoviv*. 
tiS^^ol^tvAVMg «iiliy'«ii Sir;12io]9ia»iii9iH 



self, I Qommunlcated to an old and faitli^ 
ful attendant upon his person^ whom I 
found extremely willing to become ah ad* 
vocate in the cause^ and whose privileged 
assiduity, gave him power, at moments^ when 
no interruption was to he apprehended, to 
second and' enforce the arguments of pa* 
cification which 1 had used. 

** The Baronet acknowledged to me/that 
tUs fugitive Annabel was the child be Jiad 
always most fcmdly favoured ; even in her 
brother's life-time she had been treated wHh 
singular partiality, and since that btotber's 
death, the. indulgence which she expe* 
rienced had been unbounded^ '^ But an 
acquaintance of a week," added, hf^ ^^ .^ 
young, flashy fellow, without n%me» with-' 
out rank, without: a, guinea,! save h\» Ueu? 
tenant's pay, has:put to flight the repsQBH 
branie of all ihy kindness foT 9eif^tp«ft 
years ; and has evoo xattsed^b^sr: tta iW^f^ 
me asuBfeehngiy since Iteftfttafriiagc^,)^ «f 
theties^jof nature. ;were{ia$.«cbnp(^4y ioxr 
gotten as those of; gratitude «nd duty/' 

f^ I. gave you lis my antb^^jty. Adela," 
putfsued Mfi CleveUqd,! 'f foirasseriljipg tb^. 
tbe:}7ioung culpiit had .ni^ jbeen tim^jncS'* 
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lectftil. I told hiih; t^at she hid written 
repeatediyV I spckeiA geireral terms of iiici' 
rcspectabilfty of Di^. HaWpdieti dtid his 
wholte faihOy: t tttetidhfed the gbodcbto. 
duct/ in hb professibfaarc^Teer; df^tfiteittii 
litaryBridegrooin^^Hand, to ctilthe inatter 
sfaoit/ cafde away cnipdwered t6 send thisf 
crrlrigi fcoupte^ WitKbiit ^delay t6 ^ tebcive hii 

blessing and his fiii^vcxles^/* ^ . 

TliejV«l^surpmfwi^ 
this happy terihhiiidoi of Hi MiikNhtXle 
narrative, drove'¥6r ^cmiie^tnUte^'all sfettsiJ 
of dis^cttrdc fi^om' Addk'i* Wihn iHd 
friendly heart. Her' th'anlcs for What he: 
had undertakeri^ aiid whathe had'sd pros- 
perously effectedi were as eneigetie ai they 
were sincere; and Mr. Cleveland's com* 
placent aspect whilst slie spoki^^ shewed 
that he loved her the better fdr' hating so 
successfully laboured to oblige hfer. 

^' But how, Sir/^ inqubcd she, wiien heif 
first ddight had a little subsid^^ '^ Hbif^ 
did Mrs. Forester endure to l6t you depart 
invested with such powers ? They are pre- 
cisely those which she has made it appai4nt 
it was most her wish that Sir Thomas should 
never be prevailed upon to grant,'! 

VOL,V. K 



^^Yho jr^RlJff i^'^- f?^«velanc|, " involved 
ii^fy when,QX|£e,det;ected« in deep and welK 
mef^tf4^4is^cc^ .W^h^the J)enefactor upon 
whos^jjCf^du^^^ jso un*. 

worthily iQippsied* Whan,I l^ft them, she 
had j^ee^L /ort^idd^ hii^ pres^nce^ and.re- 
m^inpd a hatefi^ a^d cony^cted. iqiposf;f», 
in the eyes of the whole house..'* _ ' 

« H^rtl^n ^iH^p. to. go and dress for dp- 
ne)r, in^u^ing^as h^ left the rooni; wheii he 

J .^del% with ill-disgi^jlsed agij^ttioHy .ftam- 
m^red o^t, that his i:et|irn was. uncertain. 

'' Dp you iS^ppQse him to.pe iALondony 
or at: apy;of his friends in this:;npighl^qi^« 

hood?'' ' ;; " . 

**I don't e^cactly know, Sir^ wKere to 
suppose him." j . , 

*' Supppsitiqns and exactnesp," said M^* 
Cleveland, half siniling,^^V«eldom go to- 
ff ether. ? However^ if he returns before my 
usual time of gqing to . rest^ I shall be 
satisfied." . . : , 

He theQ calmly left th? roonu 
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f: chap. XL 



EXPLAKATIOK. 

The Instattt the door was closed^ Adela, 
8«nk into a chair near it^ and wept without ^ 
control :— ■ 

^* Oh, Miss Rivers,'' excldmed she, as 
that young Lady, with looks of sincere com«» 
misseration, flew to her, ^^how shall I, 
without, perhaps, destroying him, wean mf 
poor father from the ill-timed security in 
which he is wrapped ?— Never, never did I 
feel greater reluctance to inflict upon him 
even a shadow of pain ! — How good he has 
been in this afiair of the Hampdens ;-«-h6w 
Idndly he accepted my acknowledgments ; ' 
how easy, how serene he looks I— Ah, tell 
me, my dear Louisa, is it not the height of 
misery to be obliged, at such a moment, to 
announce to him distressing tidings ?''— » 

^^ I am conscious of being very ill quali* 
fied,'' said Miss Rivers, ^^ to advise you. 

K 3 
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Yet, were it my own case^ I think I slionid 
defer every unpleasant commnnication till 
Mr. QeTeland rose from table. Let him 
partake with yon of^ at leasts one tranquil 
and refreshing meal after his journey ;•— and 
recoUecty that as all information has neces- 
sarily been deferred SO longi no great incon* 
Tenience pan jresult from a delay of a few 
hours longer.** 

£yer.y reprieve was welcome to the frigh* 
tened Adela- She knew that her father 
would see no one before she met him again^ 
except Gerard^ the valet who had travelled 
with him^ and from whose known pmdencef 
there was no cause to aipprehend that he 
Tviould needlessly retail any reports which 
he luight have lieard since his return. She 
therefore adopted the opinion of her young 
adviser without scruple^ and they repaired^ 
at the same moment, to their several apart- 
iz^^nts for the purpose of dressing. 

When dinner was over^ seizing the op* 
portunity^ whilst her father was slumbering 
in his arm chi^^ to hold a private conference 
with Gerardj Adela sent for him into the 
breakfast-room. 

She begun by sayings that as he had now 
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been so many boars in th^ kontef sbe kna^ 
gined he was bnt too Well mfoi'med of hn 
brotb^rs disappearance :?--^He bowed with an 
air of silent coacemw-^ht then prodneei 
the letter which Jalins bfad either lefi^ or 
sent^ for her fkdier» and bciggjed that^ to di9 
best of his judgment, Gerard Would i^ise 
her how, and when, to Olivet- It**-" 

'^ Foigife my j^lfdnness;, Madaoi,** stddl 
the inlelligettt dbtaiestic : — ^^ bat «y op^ftioa 
is^ that it onght n6t to have beeh wkUi^UI 
a moment. My toaster, I fear, wiH bi Ixfndi 
displeased when tte discovers that yoti baV^ 
fyr any oanse, kefft it bd6k* AlloMT me^ 
wSthbnt aequaiolii^ him with y^ur ftifenow 
koowled^ of % to can^ it to him directiijw 
I will say, tihat k has bet thts instalit bem 
foimd/*— 

'^ Oh, Mr. Gerard, forbear going In tryth 
it ^ a Iktle loager ! My poor 4a&br is 
as]eep.---*Do not isodd^ly liwiften.4iim to 
pnt before hts eyea, wkhont any |)TCiparaliOBt 
a letter whidi liill, probably, be sso crml 4 
shock to him !"*— 

^ Perhaps, Madam, it contains someao£» 
tening circamstances^ which mayb^Jter tend 
to rocoDbile him to the ffight of Mr. Jnlins 
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than any thing that we coidd say. At all 
'events^ I dare no longer defer its delivery. 
Pray go back to the room in which yon left 
xny master, and I will follow yon, after a 
short delay^ that shaU take off the appearance 
of any collusion between ns.** 
^ • Adela^ dismayed at the error which she 
had unintentionally committed, retired from 
thiis short conference with ten<-fold encreased 
«imxiety, and again rejoined her father. Miss 
Slivers had retreated ' to her own apartiiieiit> 
and Mr. Cleveland^ as his daughter had told 
Gerard) was in a sound and placid sleep, 
r ^^ And must he*' thought she^ afiectionately 
9t^rding him as she gently crossed the 
llbor^ ** roust he be disturbed from this 
tteedfal and salutary slumber ?-—>Ah^ how 
long it may be ere he sleeps thus composedly 
igainr— ' " 

The unmerciful Gerard, however, who, 
perhaps, by his impatient master, had 
Moietimes incurred reproof for being di* 
iaiory, shewed none of these refinements 
of compassion; but now entering with 
scarcely any caution to avoid awaken- 
ing him with a start, he walked coolly 
up to his chair, saying: ^^ Here's a let* 



tot; Si^} Which I hbve jttsrdisco^iii^'Wfts 
lyiog for you on your StnA'f table.'* 

Then placing it within reach of the, yet^ 
oaly 1baIf-<:onscions slomberer^ he imme- 
diAtely retired.-^ 

^ After some moments spent in vainly trying 
to shfikfe off the drowsiness that oppressed 
liiflfiy Mn Cleveland saidf ^' Adela, open 
this letter for me and see who it is from/* 

* Adela approached^ but merely taking the 
mysterious epistle in her handy without at*- 
-tempting to unseal it^ she hesitatingly said— - 

^' It is from Julius^ Sir ; had you not bet* 
ter let It remain till you are able to read it 
yourself?" 

^'From^ Julius ?'' repeated he^ forcing open 
his eyes^^*^^ Why should he write ?— Ah, I 
doubt not^^ it is' to apply for money !t— The 
boy is perpetually getting into some iscrape, 
ifbtk which my purse must be taxed to re* 
lieve him."'-^' ^ . 

• Adela retreated whilst he broke the wax, 
and had . even the forbearance, pttrfly'frdm 
ddicacy, pardy from fear, lAot to kn^^at 
hei* father, whil^ he was reading. She'df^^ 
ded to hear his first sentence aft^ the leo^ 
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^rowaff^^rrrap^ almost di^adedliie first 
glance of his eye. 

/ Wbfiter^T wap tte pprpprt of the scroll, 
it seemefj of considerable length, md in- 
tensely Tivetted its reader's-attentioii to the 
very end; jfrom time to time, a vehement 
cxciama^on hurst from him, hut whether 
partrfsing most of anger, grief, or Amaze- 
ment, Adel^ found it difficult to decide. 

At leugth, she heard the rustling of the 
paper as he folded it op ; and after a pro- 
found pHuae^ he said in a tone of conceit 
trated emotidi— - 

** This letter has been written four days : 
has Julius been absent so long ?** 

Adela faintly answered, '' He has. Sir ?'* 

<^Ymi should have told me this imme- 
4iately:;'-r*ypu should have wtitteu to me t^e 
instant you missed hiiai«'*«~ 

.*^ I Jknew itot, Sir, with any certaintyt 
where a letter would find you.*'— 

^^ That is ttne^ but ait express sent to 
me at Sir Thomas Forester*s, might have 
heett directed Hip folfew me, whatever route 
I h^d ttkken.-^However» I Vlame you not in 
anger ;^— the delay is immaterial> since no- 
thing could have been done/' 
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He spoke with a calmness wiiicbi though 
forced^ Adela derived some comfort from ; 
and she now ventared to say— • 

^^ Great as were the perplexity and terror 
which t^e first discovery of my brother's 
departure gave me^ I yet trust, dearest Sir, 
that his afiairs may take a happy turn, and 
that all may terminate to your satisfac* 
tioB." 

"^dela,- resumed Mr. Cleveland, '^ I am 
well pleased at the honorable reserve with 
which you declined reading this rash boy's 
explanatory letter, fie assures me, that yoa 
are wholly unacquainted with the secret of 
bis afiairs. If such is the case, it is the 
-4Hily part of his rec^it conduct that merits 
to escape condemnation. A few days now^ 
must dissipate the mystery; meanwhalej 
suspend your enquiries, and di9guise yooir 
uneasiness from every eye." 

Adala confirmed her brother's assertion of 
the past ignorance in which she had beeu 
held s and Mr. Cleveland, evidently relnc* 
twt to pursue the conversation, bade her 
i^join her youi^g frbnd, and retired Into 
his study to write. 

That the inteUi^uice wbi^ ^b0 bftd *a 
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jnreiin^4i^rr7iMQ4 aloiost dreaded Ae first 
glance of his ejfe. : . . / 

Whja^eT^r w^ the pprpprt of th^ scroll^ 
it seem^^ of cgAsM^rable length/ and in- 
tensely xi vetted its reader*s-attentioQ to the 
very end; l^rom time to time^ a vehement 
exdamatioa burst from him^ but whether 
parting most of anger, grief^ or ftmase!^ 
mentj Adela found it difficult to decide. 

At leo\gth> she heard the rustling of the 
paper as he folded it np; and aftei' a pro- 
found pftu86» he said in a tone of conceit 
trated emotion— 

*^ This letter has been written four days : 
has Julius been absent so long ?** 

Adela faintly answered, '^ He has^ Sir ?** 
, ^^ You should have told me this imme- 
cliateLy;-^yQu should have written to me tl|c 
instaut you missed him*'*-^ 

**^ I Jflww itot, Sir, with any certaintys 
where a letter would find you.**—- 

^^ That is ttoe: bnt ad express sent to 
me at Sir Thomas Forester*s^ might have 
lieeA iUrected lU) folk>wme> whatever route 
I b4d l»ken.— Howevw, I blame you not in 
enger ; — ^the delay is immaterial> since no- 
thing could have been done/* 
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He spoke with a calmness wiiicbi though 
forced^ Adela derived soo^e comfort from ; 
and she now ventured to say-— 

^^ Great as were the perplexity and terror 
.which tl^e first discovery of my , brother'-s 
departure gave me^ I yet trust, dearest Sir, 
that his afiairs may take a happy turn, «nd 
that all may terminate to your satisfac* 
tion-" 

"Adela,- i:esumed Mr. Cleveland, '^ I am 
well pleased at the honorable reserve with 
which you declined reading this rash boy^s 
explanatory letter. He assures me, that yoa 
are wholly unacquainted with the secret of 
bis afiairs. If such is the case, it is the 
-only part of his recrat conduct that merits 
to escape condemnation. A few days now^ 
must dissipate the mystery; meanwhilej 
suspend your enquiries, and di9gui8e yoac 
uneasiness from every eye.** 

Adala confirmed her brother^ assertion of 
the past ignorance in which she had beeu 
held s and Mr. Cleveland, evidently relnc* 
ti^nt to pursue the conversation, bade her 
i^join her youAg friend, and retired Into 
bis study to write. 

That the inteUi|p9iice wbi^ ^btf bftd Ml 
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^I)ewa84i^ivr7ap4 aloiost dreaded Ae firat 
glance of his eye. 

/ Wlm^ev^r waj tie pqrpprt of the scroD, 
it seem^^ of cgnsid^rable length, and in- 
tensely xi vetted its reader's-attention to the 
very e^d. From time to time, a vehement 
exdamatjoa hurst from him, hut whether 
parOkiog most of anger, grief, or amase^ 
ment, Atfela fotind it difficult to decide. 

At leuigthj she heard the mstling of the 
paper as he folded it np; and aftei' a pro- 
found paase, he said in a tone of conceit 
trated emotion—- 

•* This letter has been written four days : 
has Julius been absent so long ?** 

Adela faintly bnswered, '' He has. Sir ?* 
^ ^^ You should have told me this imme- 
diatelyj-r-you should have written to me tl|e 

instant you missed him«'*~ 

• » , ^ 

.*^ I Jknaw niot, Sir, with any certainty, 
where a letter would find you.*"-*-* 

^^ That is tlrne^. but ad ejcpress sent to 
me fit Sir Thomas Forestelr*s, might have 
heen directed to follow n^, whatever route 
I faftd tldken.~*Hpwevar, I blame you not in 
tnger ; — the delay is immaterial> since no- 
thing could have been done.** 



TRAITS OF NATURE. SOl 

He spoke with a calmness whiobi though 
forced, Adela derived soo^e comfort from ; 
and she now ventured to say— • 

^^ Great as were the perplexity and terror 
which t^e first discovery of my brother-s 
departure gave me^ I yet trost, deacest Sir, 
that his afiairs may take a happy turn, and 
that all may terminate to your satisfac* 
tion;* 

^'^dela,- resumed Mr. Cleveland, '^ I am 
well pleased at the honorable reserve with 
which you declined reading this rash boy^s 
explanatory letter. He assures me, that yoa 
are wholly unacquainted with the secret pf 
bis afiairs. If such is the case^ it is the 
-4Hily part of his rec^it conduct that merits 
to escape condemnation. A few days now^ 
must dissipate the mystery; meauwhilej 
suspend your enquiries, and disguise yow 
uneasiness from every eye.** 

Adala confirmed her brotherV assertion of 
the past ignorance ip which she had beeu 
held s and Mr. Clevehnd, evidently relnc* 
tant to pursue the conversation, bade her 
i^join her youAg friend^ and retired lata 
his stady to write. 

That the inteUi|p9iice wbi^ j»b0 bftd Ml 
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^rew««4^E^aa4 almost dreaded^ first 
glance of his ejft. 

Wlyi^ev^r waf tlje ppriH)rt of th« scroll, 
it seemed of cgnsid^rable leogth, and in- 
tensely rivetted its reader's^tentioQ to the 
very end. Ifrom time to time, a vehement 
exclamation bunt from him, but whether 
partaking most of anger, grief, or amaM> 
meat, Adela fonnd it difficult to decide. 

At leqgth, she heard the rustling of the 
paper as he folded it op j and aftef a pro- 
found pauses he said in a tone of concesK 
trated emotiob-^ 

•* This letter has been written four days : 
has Julius been absent so long ?" 

Adek fainUy tmswered, '' He has. Sir ?** 
. ** You should have told me this imme- 
4iatel]r;'^yott should have written to me t^t 
instant yon missed hitn."— 

.*^ J JknoTf riot, Sir, with any certainty, 
where a letter would find yon.**— 

^^ That Ja tlroet but ait express sent to 
me fit Sir Thomas Forester*s^ might have 
heefl directed to follow mie, whatever route 
I hid ltiken.~*Hpwevar, I hlame yon not in 
anger ;— the delay is immaterial> since no- 
thing could have been done.** 
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He spoke with a calmness whicbi though 
forced^ Adela derived some comfort from ; 
and she now ventured to say— • 

'^ Great as were the perplexity and terror 
-which tl^e first discovery of my brother'-s 
departure gave me^ I yet trust, dearest Sir, 
that his affairs may take a happy turn, and 
that all may terminate to your satisfac* 
tion-" 

"^dela,- i:esumed Mr. Cleveland, '^ I am 
well pleased at the honorable reserve witli 
which you declined reading this rash boy*8 
explanatory letter. He assures me, ih^t yoa 
are wholly unacquainted with the secret pf 
his affairs. If such is the case, it is the 
-4Hily part of his rec^it conduct that merits 
to escape condemnation. A few days now^ 
must dissipate the mystery; meanwhilej 
suspend your enquiries, and disguise yow 
uneasiness from every eye/' 

Adala confirmed her brother's assertion of 
the past ignorance in which she had beeu 
held ; and Mr. Cleveland, evidently relnc* 
twt to pursue the canversation, bade her 
rejoin her youi^g friend, and retired Into 
his study to write. 

That the inteUi|p9iice wbi^ ^Iw hf4 Ml 
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fmew^^^mT^BfiAjArnQBtire^dedl^ first 
glance of his eye. 

/ Wh^^ev^r waj tfe pprpprt of the scroD, 
it seem^^ of cgasi^^rable length, and in- 
tensely xi vetted its reader's-attention to tlie 
very ejnid; Ifrom time to time, a vehement 
exdamatjop burst from him, but whether 
partrfpng most of anger, grief, or amase- 
ment, Adel^ found it difficult to decide. 

At leuigth, >he heard the rustling of the 
paper W he folded it np; and aftei' a pro- 
found pauses he said in a tone of conceit 
trated emotidi—- 

** This letter has been written four days : 
has Julius been absent so long ?** 

Adek faintly bnswered, '' He has. Sir ?* 
, ^^ You should have told me this imme- 
cliately:;«-r*you should have written to me tl|f 
instant you missed him*'**** 

^\ I Jknow riot, Sir, with any certainty, 
where a letter would find you.**— 

^^ That Ja tiroes bnt ait express sent to 
me lit Sir Thomas Forester*s, might have 
heefl directed to follow nie> whatever route 
I fad^d ltiken.~*Howevar, I blame you not in 
^Ager ; — ^the delay is immaterial> since no- 
thing could have been done."* 
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He spoke with a calmness wluobi though 
forced, Adela derived some comfort from ; 
and she now ventured to say-— 

** Great as were the perplexity and terror 
.which tie first discovery of my hrother'-s 
departure gave me^ I yet trust, dearest Sir, 
that his affsurs may take n happy turn, and 
that all may terminate to your satisfac- 
tion." 

"Adela,- resumed Mr. Cleveland, *' I am 
well pleased at the honorable reserve witli 
which you declined reading this rash boy*8 
explanatory letter. He assures me, that yoa 
are wholly unacquainted with the secret pf 
bis affairs. If such is the case, it is the 
-only part of his recent conduct that merits 
to escape condemnation. A few days now^ 
must dissipate the mystery: meanwhile, 
suspend your enquiries, and disguise youc 
uneasiness from every eye/* 

Adala confirmed her brotherV assertion of 
the past ignorance in which she had beeu 
held ; and Mr. Cleveland, evidently relnc* 
t^it to pursue the conversation, bade her 
i^join her youAg friend, and retired Into 
his study to write. 

That the inteUigQiice wbi^ ^Iw l»d Ml 
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^tiewas^^r-rrw^ aloiost dreaded Ae first 
glance of his eye. ^ ; . 

/ Wlm^ev^r waj tfe pprpprt of the scroll, 
it «ecm^4 of cgiisiderable length, and in- 
tensely xivetted its reader's-attention to the 
very end. If rom tune to time, a vehement 
exclamation Ijnrst from him, but whether 
partaking most of anger, grief, or ^maxe- 
ment, Adel^ fonnd it diflScnlt to decide. 

At leu^gthj she heard the mstling of the 
paper as he folded it np ; and aftei' a pro- 
fotmdpaase, he said in a tone of cpnceiK 
trated emotioKi— 

** This letter has been written four days : 
has Julius been absent so long ?** 

Adela faintly answered, '' He has. Sir ?* 
, ^^ You should have told me this imme- 
diately:;— r-you should have written to me tl|e 
instant you missed him.'**** 

^\ I Jknaw nlot, Sir, with any certainty, 
where a letter would find you.**— 

^^ ThatJs ttnet bnt ait express sent to 
me at Sir Thomas Forester*s, might have 
heen directed to follow me> whatever route 
I fa&d tidken.— -*Hpwevar, I blame you not in 
anger ; — the delay is immaterial> since no* 
thing could have been done.** 
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■ 

He spoke with a calmness whiobi though 
forced, Adela derived some comfort from ; 
and she now ventured to say-— 

^^ Great as were the perplexity and terror 
/which tl^e first discovery of my brother's 
departure gave me^ I yet trust, deacest Sir, 
that his afiairs may take a happy turn, and 
that all may terminate to your satisfac* 
tion-" 

^' Adela,** i:esumed Mr. Cleveland, '^ I am 
well pleased at the honorable reserve witli 
which you declined reading this rash boy's 
explanatory letter. He assures me, that yoa 
are wholly unacquainted with the secret pf 
bis afiairs. If such is the case, it is the 
-only part of his rec^it conduct that merits 
to escape condemnatioB. A few days now^ 
must dissipate the mystery; meanwhilej 
suspend your enquiries, and di9guise yooff 
uneasiness from every eye." 

Adala confirmed her brother's assertion of 
the past ignorance in which she had beeu 
held ; and Mr. Cleveland, evidently relnc* 
twt to pursue the canversation, bade her 
rejoin her youAg friend, and retired Into 
his study to write. 

That the inteUi|p9iice wbi^ j»b0 bftd Ml 
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mnch dreaded his learning, wore a double 
-aspect, and though it agitated him^ had 
likewise left an opening for hope, so sin* 
cerely rejoiced her, that she met Miss Bir 
vers with a countenance enlivened by the 
most chearing presages. 

^^ I am truly happy " said that amiable 
girl, ^^ to see, once more, the symptom of a 
smile upon your countenance. You have, I 
presume, found your father le§s sensibly af* 
fected by the late occurrence than yon had 
'expected, and I sincerely congratulate yon 
'tipon b^ng relieved from "the apprehensionsy 
on his account, which you had entertsdned.*^ 

' She then very frankly requested Adela to 
tell her, whether, at soch a period^ her pre- 
sence might not be a restrai&t extremelyr 
unacceptable to Mr. Cleveland ?—-<^^ I am 
willing'* added she, ^^ though, believe me, 
far from anxious, to terminate my visit im- 
laiediately. Your kindness has made it de* 
lightful to me, notwithstanding the cloud, 
which> during these last three or four days^ 
' hsis hangover us : but I am not selfish enough 
^ to wish to prolong it one moment beyond 
the time that would be equally desiluble to 

^jottielf and your fother.***^ - 
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•* My father '' cried Adela/gnitefoRy tak- 
ing her hatid^ ^^shews not/ I:am happyta 
8 ay^ the remotest itfdiiiatioii to depriv:e. tM 
<it the' pleasure whidh I receive froxhyoar 
society ; and i£' you cm prevail iqibmyoiurr 
self not to be in atiy haste to deptM mexif it 
eithier^ it^will be the greatest act bfAsaStf 
you can perform. Yon will ^assdst'me'ia 
supporting his spiWts > • Slid sndi it wy 1 con- 
fidence in yonr extreme gobd^nirtdrc^/ 'ihaft 
tpith this object in'Vifew/ I feel mbr^ 'dtm 
l^lf teinpte^d ta' believe^ yon. AviUlanbpufc 
Wiihbiit f epiiiing to the doHoreis of yonr vi-^ 

iit'"':^- ••*• ^> . ^* .-! ' •'■ ' . ♦ •. ■' 

r 

Miss ' Rivers insisted no ftirther upon heij 
jfiin of iminediatW departure : and« nestbtS! 
she t)or Adela ^ s^Lvt ^Hy i^easbn afterwarda 
to distrust the * hospitable feelings .yhich 
Mr. Cleveland contSnued to euftertain. 

But that gentleman^ though anxioos toi 
appear at ease, bis daughtei* plainly pwceivfed, 
wks iDost tormehtingly agitated^ wdiingejCU 
aiid at intervals-V '^T^A' desponfin^^j ! ■ .. .Thci 
si^t of Lofd'RMhbttrf, apd h&ldiwini»% 
Wfadse' kssidiio^ Visits tised to: gir* \uui- «a 
telfpl^asfif^j^ined in>wv>a|n<Mtitq indlsf 
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in slowly tmverailig the garden walks, alone 
and fbU of thuqght ;^o re-perosing his sonV 
Imter^rrrin eagerly eiamining every morn* 
nig and eTening ni&wsp^per^ or in priyately 
qvestioiiing his c^afidential Gerard^ whose 
8Dte;emplQysaieat it now seemed- tjQ. be^ to 
sally forth on a daily succession of secret 
embassies to Loi^don^ or its envirops^. 

When eFening came, and tbese resonrces 
i^;ainst:the mis^^ry of sitting down in pas8ive 
inqnietnde, were exbav(^efl| or unavoidably 
suspended, Mr. Cleveland's ^^ction, 19 
defiance of all hm eSTorts^ became no less ob- 
vious than pitiable. He could devote no 
p^rmanimt Attention to^ai^y thing : coBver- 
saljon^' music, readiog^ ^l seemed -equally 
oppressive to him ; eyfry. i^ng at the g^te^ 
every foc^tep crosisii^g the hall, shook ' his 
nerves, and overthrew his, but dissembled^^ 
firmness. 

It was most melfmcholy, during . these 
long hows„ tQ wituepp, WfAtP^^ ^k^ ipejans 
0f allaying, smahisvident discQiupo$une : wlnBiU 
e^er oo Adda*a .pai:t, th^ livelijest aent^m^ts 
of duty and aflfeokiou^ aqd Pf/i t^t of Miss 
Rirvei«, ^e amcfig^ d^pn/^tignjto s^avi4 
htt endeavaara cokM' ii!lEes( jj) it^. :|^|gf^ 
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tt0D, was penevermgly attempted. They 
afl^ted spirits which they did not feel ;•—» 
proposed books which they had no curiosity 
to periise^-~and sox^^ when, in fiict^ they 
wen. more disposed to cry.<— Their exertion^ 
were snffin^^ but scarcely perceived-**tole» 
rated> but never enconri^d. 

Three days^ and three irksome evenings 
were thns spent* Julins had been gone a 
week, iand no letter either from himseUI 
from Talbot, or from Mrs. Somerville> in 
linswer to the one addressed to her by Ade1a» 
bad yet been ieoeived«. Mr. Cleveland's 
jconstemation encreased with every passing 
lionr^ and thi^eatened the most serious ill* 
icpnseqnence to his health. Adela was in terw 
^xnr fi>r him, and more poignantly displeased 
with her brother than A^ had hitherto ever 
£dt. Scarcely could she forbear taxing him 
openly with ingratitude and inhumanity; 
and ample was the share of resentment^ al« 
most equally severe^ which she bestowed upon 
Talbot himself. 

Thus were affairs situated^ and Miyor 
li^pthermer (encouraged by her for the firsjt 
time since he had declared his sentin^mts, tp 
J^igtliepi l^s visit) wa« sittiffg witii thism ^fter 
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« 

tea, vainly ailssistittg her own diid' Miss TC- 
versus efforts to dispel the ^Iddtti impdntefd 
upon her father*S bfbw, when, dii* heating 
some little bustle atmdiigsf tTie* seirvkntsi in 
the hall, iSiey ~ ttnidiHtriouSfy ipaxis'ed-*-Hs- 
tened— and, 1i iiiiit&fion^'biF ^Meldf^ Wer6 
starting up to 'taiake^ ^liquiHesJ tFne dboir 
fiew open, however^ ' berore' she c6uld ' r^ach 
it^ aWdlVilbot precipitately criterfedi' ' '" 
■ Mr/bevellna darteaf6*WkM o&'heliiiW- 
ittghim, and'wfldly ^icl^med-^ ''^ " ' ■ ' ' 
" Is JuKits— olr, Ta!bot,'-ii-teH nie, is" Jit- 
lins :'..-' Safe he Wonid'-lave addfid,'l)ui 
checked, - partly by the vidlence of his owii 
emotions, partly by the pre'seiibe 6f the Ma^ 
\6t, h^ looked {he- '^tke^tibn' hfe^tras unabl* 
^o'nitkV, 4'd stobcJ fixedly I te^arflitti V& 
Nephew ^th eyes thai ai^^st stattedf frofti 
their sockets, and lips that -quivered, and 
•were blanched with terror* '' *' 0-' '' 
* • * '^ Let, ' me ' hdve some iolit^iltibn '^rith 
70B, 9ii^,^4n another rooin,*/cri^d iTaftdl*, 
much concerned at the exce^sf of his tJhcle^ 
TpBTturbation,' — " I have nothiAi^''^but'''good 
-to announce ; calm yourself, and ' boine^ WMi 
mtinio your stady.^— ' ^ [ '''\ ''■^"•^ ^*"'^ 
rj'as hV passed Adela/ in hfe' wafjf 
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towards the door^ he stopped a moment^ and 
would have spoken to' her : but she shook 
liei^ head with an air of reproach^ refused 
to give him her hand^ and in a low voice^ 
said-— • •••'^ 

** Cruel Talbot! — ^how much you hari 
eontribated to all that my poor father lias 
SBfferedr ^ 

**. You Will regret the unkindness of this 
accusation/' cried he, extremely hurt at her 
seriousness, ^^ if, indeed, soon^ you do not 
dismiss me toocbmplcteiy from your thoughts^ 
even to recollect your own injustice r * ' 
Such an answer, surprised no less than 
it pained her, and her eyes followed him 
•as he quitted the room with looks of peiy 
plexed enquiry : but Mr. Cleveland* gave 
him no tinieto speak again, anxious to hash 
ten with him into a more private apartment. 
Soon after their retreat, Major Monthen- 
mer, seeing Adela too much disquieted foir 
conversation on general and indifferent sub- 
jects, and conscious that some domestic afi 
fair was under discussion, in which he, pro* 
bably could have no interest^ had the deli- 
cacy to take leave. 
• To tte few families Mr. Cleveland visftcd 
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in the environs of his Villa, the disappear* 
ance of Jnlius, thoiigh it was no secret^ 
was wholly inexplicable. The canse to whick 
the majority attributed it^ was some peca- 
Biary involvement which he was fearful of 
communicating to his father. Others^, in- 
formed of the duel in which he had once been 
engaged^ ascribed to a second affair of the 
same nature, bis present abscondence :— 4ind 
all agreed, that' had his flight taken place 
vntli a lady, she must, as well as himself^ 
. ^ave been missed. Great and indefatigable 
had been the diligence exerted to ascertain^ 
whether any youthful female — classing either 
AS maid, widow, or wife^--«-had as unceri* 
jfioniously vanished as the convicted Julius, 
^ut no coynpUining (Suardian, Father, or 
Husband, had hitherto been diacovered. 
Every house seemed to have it's allotted cooo^ 
plement^ fair inhabitants ;«^<eviery celebra* 
$ed beauty was, as usual, visible at every 
^customed haunt; and not a single deficiency 
Jiad been observed amongst intr^ing ^ves 
and ugly heiresses .^^N either the plain witb^ 
put money, nor the beautilul without fashion^ 
Were enquired after or taken into the ac- 
convti^t beiug well known^ that they are 
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ft description of persons who are nerw xim 
away with. 

The absence of Mr. Cleveland^ though it 
scarcely lasted half an hoar, appeared to 
Adda endless. — ^Had tidings of good^ asTal** 
hot annonnced. been all which he had to 
reveal^ w^qnld. so , long ap interview have 
been requisite to commnnicate. them ? — She 
looked eveiy moment at her watch ; — she 
thoaght Talbot and her father equally un* 
mindful of her feelings^ thus to protract her 
.sospeuH ;-r-and had she believed, that the 
fate .of her future life depended irrevocably 
n^o the insult of this coaversation, she 
could hot have felt m^ore dei^y kitereste4 
to leUrb what that yeault had been. 

Atlength> Mr. Clev^and's voicereached 
her ear as he unclosed the Study door, and 
she heard him say, in i^i accent th{it;Sounded 
Militated and <^$t];f(il — 

Be pntienjt, and I will send her to you«^ 
It is me, he means/' cried she, rejol^ 
dnglyr— *^ Oh, how happy 1 shall be when 
these distractiajg perplexities are all cleared 
up,-- , 

She sprung forward^i and met her father 
as he entered^~*^' You told Talbot^ dearest 
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ISif ,"• slid eagerly crifed; ^^ that you woidd^ T 
tbinky send me to him ? May I then^ iin- 
^mediately go^ and satisfy my impatietice to 
hekr all tlmt he is come to commutaicilte y* 

Ml*. Ckveland took hbldofboth her hamb. 
land pressed them faetwten his own with si- 
lent but expressive affection. ' Adela gazed 
at him "with grateM amazement. His eye^ 
' were filled with tears^ yet beaming with joy*; 
' a ^mile of mingled seni^ibility and del^fat 
played over his countenance^— 4;liat connte- 
nance on which an entirely new character 
lieemed bbnignantly iiiipre^sed. ' 

*' My dearest father/* exclaimed Ade}a^ 
deeply penetrated by his unwonted fiitid- 
ness, ^^ what is it that has thus ¥isiUy' af- 
fected you ? — How transported) yet how tou- 
ched yoti took f' ^ ' 

' He once moie pi^ssed h^r iiands^ and 

when able to speak, skid- in tf tome for whidi 

'she'couM have fallen al-his feet tdthank 

' "' Go,inydear cbildi— fori anlitotftHf inc»- 
-paUe, i^t this agitated jmi«ille; of giving 
you the explanation which you so-solipi- 
tously demaiid,'*^ . /i. 7/:t't ^rn,;.;^ ' i' 

* She stopped to^daj^riitt '& kiis of ackobw^ 
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ledgment tipoti each of the bands tbat faekl 
liers, and then flew impatiently towards. tha 
Study. ' .• .' ' . 

It was opened for her as she approacHedi-*-* 
sbe darted through the dooi^way— *4iimed to 
address Talbot, — and fonmd herself- in the 
priesence-^— found herself,: (giddy from excesrf 
of astonishment) supported by the anHs of 
Lord £nnerdale ! 

What he said — ^what were the impassionexl 
protestations which he poured forth, she 
was too overwhelmingly agitated to hear. 
Breathing short— her complexion rapidly* 
varying, her limbs almost tottering beneadl 
their weighlj she Gould only in fiiint^ yefe 
enraptured accents, exclaim*—* . 

'^ Oh, Algernon ! Can this be posaihie ? 
Good Heayen, can it, indeed, be! posoiUe^' 
that such a meeting has beisn anthoriaedhy^— 
my Father r 

" Your father, my ever-loved, mf owo 
Adela,— my now promised bride !— Yomf fa- 
ther himself privileged me to tell yon, that 
he sanctions the dearest wish of my faeaiH: T — 
That he accepts me for his son '•^-^thftt lie' 
bestows upon me the hand which I 'have ^ 
long:and to vainly sighed to obtain !-^Wiit 
not you, iny unutterably dear Adela> whom 
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bitherto^ to m j despair, I have erer foond 
«oiiifleziUy observant of all parental de* 
crees^ will, you not now confirm the hopes 
he bids me cherish t — Will yon be obedient 
only when he commands my rejection?—* 
When he interdicts even the sight of my 
hand-writing r-~When he almost en^iges 
you to another r"r— 

Adela, recovering gradaally her bewildered 
perceptions, looked at him with a playful 
sniile. and said-— 

. ^' This last accusation^ I perceive by the 
solemnity with which it is uttered^ you re- 
gard in so viery heinous a lights that it will 
]te({ui|te some time and some eloquence to ef> 
feet my justification. But let me defer it till 
I, hear what has brought all the wonders of 
i^U meeting about. Where is Talbot ? — ^Did 
yov. come with him P-^Is my brother in any 
degree instrumental to your having been thus 
fiivorably received ? 

He now led her to a seat^ and placing hiin* 

self next to her-*- 

^ Had I)*" said he^ ^' disastrous news to 

relatei I trust that I should be more circum- 
spect.: but to shoitea suspense by even, an 
abrupt disclosure of tidings that aj-e plea- 
•anti QW never J>eit\juriQus*— In tjiree words 
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Aen, my Adela^ leara, that your bi^tibci; 
is now also become niy brother^**that he i% 
the husband of my sister T" 

Hie stait^ the sndden animation . wit^ 
which she clasped her hands^ and fiwd he;. 
sparUing eyes npon his face, as if to read ii^ 
it*s expression the lall confirmation of thiSi 
JQyffal bnt extraordinary intelligence, drew 
from Lord Ennerdale a sndle, and gratified 
him in .the most Sensible degree : 

^^ I judge firom these silent indications of. 
pleasurable surprise,** said he, '^ that the Aew 
relation you have obtained, will ei^eriencei 
firom yon at yoor first meeting, a truly sia<^ 
terly, a kind and even a glad reception. 
Pew drcnmstaoces will give her greater tie* 
light* She speaks of you, I am assured,, with: 
an admiration-*-an eagerness to be permitted 
to claim yoor friendship, which almost en- 
titles her to obtain it independent of every . 
other consideration.**— >» 

'' Let us talk,** cried Adda has% '' of 
the flattering dispositions whidbt she condes^ 
cends to entertain for me, at some othev mo* 
ment : but at the present, in pity to my im*- 
patience, tel] me nothing, Losd Eonerdaii^ 



S14 XMLITS OF NATUBX. 



limt does not' nlate to thisiacredible— tibis 
astonishing marriage/'-r- 

^^ And why^ my sweet Adela, at a period, 
winch 1 had flattered myself you would ikem 
dO'itn^ortant to our own inf etests^ 'why most I 
speak only of tfae^fiairs <£ others?— rAre there 
not a thoufioind things: which it i$ natural to 
guppose I must be far more anxious to say 
and tohear from you.P-^After a s^eparation 
8o long, so painM and so involuntairyj is it 
not a chrcumstance 'of some alarm^ to find 
you thus «ager to fly to any. subject uncon- 
nected wjth our present feelings^ or our fu- 
ture prospects ?" 

, '^ I begin to perceive/* resumed Adela^ 
uflfecting to look at him somewhat appre- 
hensively yet unable to conceal a lurkipg 
smilcj ^^ that you are come hither with a 
fixed determination to distmst whatever I 
do say^ and to reproach me for whatever I 
do not say ! — ^This is a little hard^ and al- 
most tempts me to run back to my father 
-lo'seek from his. lips the information which 
you have now made me half afraid of again 
soliciting firom yours.** 
. ^ Reprove me— chide me«-say to me what 



yaiiplaa9&j bc^opfy, beleyiddAdeJii^ by 
telling , me that^ absexioeliaB npt weak^ed. 
your aflfectian !-^TI»at my retoni) oiy auspi- 
cif}^s raceptiptt . from yoqt ffitji^r, cosimtft 
iifc^^i^ to . yoi| some: portioiv of th^exqi^filto 
dp}j^ it imparts, to me !^— la^ sbo^^ tell im 
frankly^ . g^jprousIy-^-nobly tell m^ that yo« 
are firmly convinced it will be the ^tildy of; 
my future life to promote yoar haj^inciss^. 
and that you participate sincerely in tl)^ joy . 
which I jBxperience from yppr beipg* r ai> 
len^b^ perniitt^d to constitute; iiU my. own.'* 

• Adela,. npabje to resist the n]:genqyitff tbese: 
entreatres^ now^ with bright yet glistening 
eyesj extended towards him her hand> 
saying — • ; . - ...i 

f.^ I/wouid that the gift were more deser- 
ving the : valne ydu attach to it ! But^ tdcs 
it^ dearest Algernoui and let the true afiec^ 
tion^ the implicit confidence with which it^ 
is bestowedi atone for all its other imper? 
fections*** 

" It has not ** cried he^ with grateful im* 
petuosity^ ^' the shadow of an imperfectiba 
nnder heaven ! It is every thing that the; 
heart of man could wish ;«-»kind, iaithful, . 
honorable and undisguised ! And the fervent 
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tendemess widi which I prke it^ ik> ktkgvage 
eim do justice to««*— Sweetest Adelay foi^ve 
fhe[ petolaiice of my reproaches-^-the vehe- 
iDebce with which I importuned finr this 
frank avbwal. — That yoa lored me, - 1 had, 
peitiCips, after the generous assurances which 
yougavemein tawn^ no. reasonaUe cause 
to distrust ^«— but alldw fbr the darm awa- 
kened by the prphibkion of my letters/ so 
speedily followed by the intelligence of Mon* 
Aermer s kuthodzed assiduiti^.*"— ^ 

•^ Now^ howeveri** cried Adela, "that- 
Aese alarms must either be for ever banished, 
or utterly incurable, will you,; at last, inddlgo 
me with some de(;ail of my brother*]^ {our 
brother*s) hisiory ?*' 

'^ Is there any thing which I ought 
m^a to permit myself ^ wish :to refuse yau^ 
Yet>«»though Ihav(^ adcnowl^ged your right 
to^my obedience, exact it wkh mercy, and 
compel me not» tbis^ evening, to be strictly 
minute in the account you demand.^ 

*^ Then I really miist have veooorse to 
Ta]botI~-Pray tell me, what is become of 
him ? He would prove much the most sa* 
tis&ctory narrator of the two.'' 

*^ PosaU)ly he m%ht^t is therefore ua-^ 
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I 

Ifldcjr fiw yom, that bofiiness of his mfn oh^ 
liged him to go back to towo**" 

^^ I much qmstioa whether yoa hare the 
bomility to thmk hU piace v^ry ill supplledt—f 
Botat^l events, I entreKt yon nottode** 
fer yoor vdati^ any loiter.** 

^^ At what jpert of the strange menUoA 
histary moat I ^gin ? Not, Ihope, at the 
very first page ?** 

^ Oh, ysps/^at the very fixrt fMge.Jk-^I i^an 
dispewe with no one particolar conileeted 
witli tiiestory!^ 

«< Do yon know, that this is neiiyng^aliort 
of absolute tyranny ?«^And tyrtfioy, yon 
will recollect, is svet the most inftUihle 
pjpon^oter of rebelU«n 1*««*|Btehold me, thesb 
a nebci declare^.->4 Mm in too gneift a tmr 
molt of happiness to engage in a deliberate 
and ciroamstantial mcittil of Mfaer peop|e*s 
adventores; it is barharons to expeet itt 
AU 1 can undertake, is, to answer, in m 
few words as possible, half a doaen leading 
questions.«-*-r8tate them, therefore, dearaat 
Adela, as expeditionsly as yon cm/' 

^* This is being, indeed in c^en revoltl Bat 
to Jio the best I can with so refractory a swb^^ 
ject, let me begin by asking where, when^ 

VOL« v» i# 
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and from whom the news of my brother's 
marriage first reached you ?** 

*^ Here are three questions in one,^tvhich 
I shall by no means allow you to compute 
unfairly in th6 singular number: When I 
have answered them^ let it be remembered^ 
that, a(9cording to agreement, I remain in 
yotiir debt only for three replies more.^— Rrst, 
then, I heard the intelligence at Mording- 
ton-Castle j— secondly, it reached me four 
inomings ' since ; — thirdly, it was verbally 
communicated to me by Talbot Cleveland. " 

Adela lio^ becahie so earnest for less me- 
thodical, but more satisfactory information, 
that Lord Ennerdale threw aside all raillery, 
and gave heri without ftirther hesitation^ the 
most clear and accurate' account in his 
power. »■ 

He reminded her, that on the first arrival 
in town of the Dowager Lady Ennerdale^ she 
had' accounted for not having brought with 
her his sister, by acquainting the Annesley's 
and himself, that she had left her to spend 
a few weeks at the house of Mr. and Mrs. 
Bellaihont, which they had stopped at in 
their way, intending, however, only to re- 
main there a single night. The master of 
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this haUtatian, a man of large fortune^ ai%d 
very extensive acquaintance,, was making 
sumptuous preparations for the. celebration 
of his son^s one and: twentieth birthday, -and 
collecting, oh the occasion^ as tiUQiiQrj^>|S 
an assemblage of guests as his sp^ci^^us 
residence would contain. . . ' ,. 

Amongst the rest, soon after the €»3ta^ 

blishment of Miss Mordington in this gay 

mansion, arrived young Bdlamont'i} partis 

cular friend, and dne who! seemed fo he in 

-high favour with. both hia parents, Juliuif 

.Cleveland. 

Julius and Miss Mordingtdn wend ptirsor 
nally unacquainted : but they eachi ffOfHt 
£unilyconsidefations5 had reason to ^^ 
like becoming inmates — and each adc^ptefi 
towards the other, a system of studied i:f- 
serve^ and deliberate avoidance. 

The Bellamonts exerted their utmost 
ingenuity to dispel this mutual antipathy. 
They were partial alike to Miss ' Mqrdiqg;, 
4;on and to young Cleveland ; and it strudk 
them, that if they could succeed in esta- 
blishing any thing like amity bet\veen twp 
individuals, each so beloved in their respec- 
tive families, they should be effecting an 



^Mt 0i vad wefiilanit ami frnptfJog the 
iiM J ibr the geoeml monciHatkoi of both 
thfe hottsei. 

^^ UpofiL llife pmcipW proceedad Lord 
Sntierd&le, ^' lAieBe iatenuediEtisig pimneni 
put fiito ffey tii^ fir<ofaundiB3t «t8 of po- 
licy, and brought into aothia eref y esgise 
iib^ omiid «i^)lDy, to &rmbrd their pacific 
QiWMves. The mo9t ^ectml of these 
ktttniMetttBf I betieTTi though the one 
whkh they codddiahB tiie least »erit £rom 
tiaviag pnmcled^ <WM JBudocia's extiaordir 
nary beauty. You have seen her^ my Adela^ 
and viM: <ncaipate me from the chai^ge of 
mept itMBtTLfA vanity wbea I lims w^trne 
terexpreMiAyseU; To these perseail at- 
iraetkms, aid dd, pethapi, by the caucHiwt 
tory eifbrts ^ (he ^dlamonts', your bro- 
ther, after a Gi^rt and^iieflfeotul struggle 
Smperceptablyt^gaB to yicM. It was so 
arranged, that mo place was ever vadMit for 
irioi al table, biit one next nf^sieter; no 
other partner could ever be found disen- 
gaged foi^ him to dance with ;«-4f she rode 
out, he was the ^st gentleman named by 
the Bellamonts to escort her. — In short, 
wherever she chose to go, whatever pka 



Alt praposed^ wfastcvcr asBtoscfli^t 9116 ra*' 
gaged n^ it seaned: inevitably deci-eed tbaJt 
JMiBS CleiDdand should be at her sidf*^ 
daat Jidiiit Ckveland was to be^ its psr« 
tafter. 

'^ Thnu asskluitics, flaAterivg^ at fii^, tor 
Eift^eia's Taitfty <mty; by degrees, acqukqd 
iinportance in her ^es from softer matt rat. 
She spent at Mr. BeilamontV a fortni^t m 
the daily habk of seeing her n^w captire, 
in the constant pracliee of walking, ridingr^ 
dancings or conversing with him ;- and at' 
the termination of that fortnight, it would 
have been difiicult to decide^ whether the 
hKly or the gentleman was most in love. 

** On the return to town of your brother, 
with feelings^ respecting my*l%imily airdmy*' 
self so entirely changed, it wa« a blow to 
htm the severest that eoufd have been in* 
fticted, to bear that I had made proposal' 
which had eQCOuntered so unqualified a re«- 
pulse.-^With what hopes* of sacee9s eoald 
he now apply, either to me or to Lady En- 
nerdale^ for the han.d of £uc(ociaP How 
could he ever bear to confess to hi» fkther 

r 

the rerolutfon which his sentimcnt$^ had 
undergone ^-^tho heavy penalty whieh he 
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-ivas paying fbr exciting prejudices against 
]ne> now' become so detrimental to his own 
prospects? "Was there the smallest chance 
i;hat M ri Cleveland would take^any steps to 
^forward a union between his son and the 
;8ister of him whom he had so imperiously 
rejected for his daughter? — Julius des- 
pairedy and, perhaps, not^ injustly^ of being 
^le to instigate his father to so extraordi- 
- nary a proceeding : and, therefore, relying 
wholly on the influence which he had ob- 
*tained over Eudocia, he determined to com- 
mit his cause exclusively to her arbitra- 
tion; to entrust no one with his projects, 
oior .to hazard their success by an applica- 
tion to any human being, either for assis- 
^i^ce or counsel. 

*^ Thus stood affairs^ when he learnt that 
she also was now come up from Mr. Bella- 
if^imts* ; that she was in town with Lady 
Efinerdale, but speedily about to accompa- 
ny her on a visit to Mrs. Elmer, near 
Richmond. 

" Instantly his imagination, fertile in ex- 
pedients, suggested to him the plan of in- 
ducing your father to take this villa. He 
had never been introduced to Mrs. Elmer ; 
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but hisfriencLf, the Bellaaioiits, being of 
the party at her house, he was assured of 
gaining through their means, frequent op- 
portunities of seeing my sister; and knew, 
that in all his measures for that purpose, he 
should, unsolicited, pos^ss in them the 
readiest abettors.^ Fortune favoured his 
views by unexpected circumstances. Lady 
Ennerdale left Eudocia aw^eb at Richmond 
whilst she made an excursion to visit an old 
friend twenty miles distant. During that 
week he n(iet her almost daily ; he even ob- 
tained an introc|uction to Mrs. Elmer, and 
appeared at the house openly.'* 

** And did Mrs. Elmer receive with fa- 
vour/' said Adela, '^ one whom she could 
not be ignorant had shewn himself so little 
your friend ?" 

f* The Bellamonts," answered Lord En- 
nerdale, ** had paved the wayfor.him, and 
prepared her to view him bo longer as my 
enemy, but as the lover of Eudocia. Mrs. 
Elmer has no aversion to a little.of the con- 
sequence attached to being a patroness. 
She probably concluded also, that in giving 
countenanc<e to the passion of Julius, she 
WM forwarding my iixterests ; and, no doubt. 
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M he took infinite pains to recommend him* 
telf to> her, she soon became well disposed 
to serve him on his own account. But the 
necessity of domg this with caution, was 
apparent; and, therefore, she submitted, 
thought with reluctehce, to deny herself die 
pleasure of again seeking to cuftivate your 
^ ac<iuaintance/' 

** Yet why," intem^ed Adela, *^werc 
they all so afraid of me ?^* 

^ Because, my sweet friend, they were 
averse from putting it into your power to 
give me any intimation of what was going 
forward. To confess the truth, I had, at 
that time, an abhorrence of your brother^s 
disposition (the wor^t parts only of which 
were known to me) that would have ren- 
dered me as inimical to hu pretensions^ as 
he had been to mme. He had taught me 
to believe, that fierceness, intolerance, and 
implacability, were the unextinguishabte 
vices of his nature. Pardon these harsh 
expressions. 1 now disown them : — he has 
Bobty redeemed his character with me, and 
given me every reason to hope that my st»* 
ter*8 happiness is in perfect security.'' 

Adela looked sensiUy. gcttified by the 
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eonclni^toB of this speech, and listened 
with 6ncr<easiqg interest to the sequel of 
the tale. 

^* The distrust of my approbation,"* re- 
sumed Lord Ennerdale, ** which they both 
cntertatn\rd^ and which rendefed them so 
cauticms of betraying to me their attach- 
ment, was founded on such just groundst 
that had Julius stepped visibly forward as 
Eudoeia's suitor* I should have exerted 
every^ possible means to separate them im- 
mediately. True, their marriage might 
heve facilitated my own : but could I be 
so selfishly regardless of her fate, as to yield 
her^ (solely to promote my own advantage) 
to a man of whom I fancied myself justi- 
fied In thinking so ill ? — No, dearest Adela; 
not even to obtain y^ii, could I thi^s inhu- 
manly have sacrtficed my sister ! — And' 
happy, most happy, ought 1 to think my* 
self, that I was spared a conflict which 
could not but have inflicted anguish uppQ 
me, in whatever way I had decided it. 

" At length, tl\c visit to Mrs. Elmer drew 
towards a period, and Eudocia informed 
your brother, that Mordington Castle was 
diecretd to be her next place of residence. 

1.3 
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The intelligence threw him into despair !— 
Under my roof, under my eye, what hope 
could he preserve of ever seeing her? Of 
ever (without great risk) even hearing from 
her, or being at liberty to write to her? — 
He sued perpetually for fresh interviews, to 
convince her of the necessity of a clandes- 
tine union. He urged the certainty of his 
father's forgiveness, the probability of my 
concurrence, were the match once effected : 
but forcibly represented the total hopeless- 
ness of obtaining our previous consent. 

** The mind of poor Eudocia was cruelly 
torn by contending sentiments. She loved 
your brother with a tenderness of wliich 
her gay nature seemed scarcely susceptible ; 
she also, most affectionately loved me. The 
horror which she sometimes felt whilst an- 
ticipatjng the consequences that might 
result from! her compliance — the revival of 
all that hostility which had formerly been 
so active between Julius and myself^ and 
the sanguinary scenes to which it might 
lead, nearly demolished her ! 

*' At this important crisis, Talbot Cle- 
veland, like a guardian spirit, stepped for- 
ward to their relief, and became active in 
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liis exertioas to guide thqm through their 
difficulties. . 

** He aione, of any of his family, had 
been admitted into your brother's con- 
fidence* He was now written to at his 
father's country residence, and urgently 
implored to come up to his friend's assist- 
ance. Half shrinking at the responsibility, 
iK^hich his compliance would bring upon 
him, he yet generously defied all hazards, 
and set forwar<i without delay. Their em-» 
barrassments were unreservedly entrusted 
to him, and their plans fearlessly revealed. 
He saw that it was too late to employ dis- 
suasive arguments ; their purpose was fixed, 
— the bow was bent, — to aid its shaft in 
flying with effect, was all that a friend could 
now hope to perform. 
. ^^ Lady Ennerdale had given notice, that 
previous to her departure for Northumber- 
land, it was her intention to spend some 
days at her house in town. Eudocia was 
to accompany her; and Talbot strongly 
recommended, that the elopement on which 
he now saw her resolved to venture, should 
take place, from thence, rather than from 
BJchmon^- , It would excite less attention; 
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and it would certainly remain loilger 
covered by Mr. Cleveland^ or by any one 
invested with authority to pursue and 
bring them back* To this judicious advice, 
he added the offer of being their compa- 
nion on their route to Scotland ; not^ in* 
deed, the whole way, but as far as it con«* 
ducted towards Mordington^Castle ; withtti 
a stage or two of which he proposed to quir 
them, and be the first to announce to me— ^ 
to palliate and qualify the errand on which 
they were proceeding. 

**This generous service, my Adela, he 
faithfully, let me say, even eloquently, per- 
formed. From his lips, I learnt the whole 
detail which I have been giving to yon. 
and to the energy of his warm friendship, is 
to be attributed the brighter point of view 
in which I now behold your brother's cha* 
lacter. But nothing that the zeal of his 
representations dictated, weighed with me 
so powerfully, as the repeated assurances 
which fell from him, of the unremitting^ 
kindness you had experienced from Julius 
during the period of your residence with 
him at this place. Talbot dwelt on the 
subject with a complacency and perse ve* 
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ranee not Ins honouraUe ta his judgment 
duti id fan heart; he saw that, he had 
touched tlK Tight string ;«9»fae saw how 
gfatifyimp tojflie^' and hairefiectttal m^ra-^ 
dtcatiog ancient prii^idices, were tlie in«» 
staooea oi fraternal regard which he re* 
cmmted : aad^ in policy as well as in 
friendship, he very justly conoluded, that 
he could scarcely persist too long in iaulti^ 
plyiiig these testimonies of my new iH-o*^ 
sherds worthiness.** 

^^ Kind and amiable Talbot !'' exclaiaied 
Adela; ^' How well this office of peace* 
maker suited his benevolent nature! Did 
his rhetoric speedily as well aa fully pre<^ 
vail?" 

'^ I am not^ let me flatter n^yself^ syste*' 
matically vindictive,"' replied the£arl; '* be« 
sides^ could I be otherwise than supremely 
lejoiced to listen t6 assertions which^ 
coming from such authority, I felt myself 
so well justified in crediting? The marriage 
of Eudocia, it was instantly apparent to me^ 
held forth the fairest prospect of accele^ 
|iating my own happiness : to make it, in alt 
respects, a source of congratulation, I re*^ 
quiied but 'to hear that it threatened xiot 
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the destntc licm df hers ; We are! prmnp t ia 
believiiig what, we &£ve;itly }iariahw Talbot 
found me so aecessiUer to ' can ititttidiii that 
at 50on « our confi^toQe etuded; he'set for- 
ward again, indefitjgabjejin the cause. he< 
had unddrjtakeh, to appnize. the adventurous 
travellers of the result of his; mission, and* 
to bring them innnedjately, at! my in vi tar 
tfoh, to Mordingtott-Castle." . ; . * . i. i 
^ The softness.of Adela's approving sxaiUf 
as she listened to this iAformaiion,/pene« 
trated Lord ' £nhefdale with delig|ht . and 

gf atitude. Withoutallowing him, however, 
to pause in his little narriitive, she pressed 
to hear its conclusion, and he thu^ w^nt.on ; 
" After the departure of the friendly 
Quixote, T prepared. Aune^l^y aqd i^ady 
Ij^bella, who were stiir my guests, for tbft 
unexpect^l reinforcement, to pur party 
which they would soon bQboU. I then gal- 
loped over to RoSedown- Court,, to commu* 
Bicate all these wonders to Mr..9iKl Mrs. 
Somelrviile, and frankly to .coi}6de to them^ 
my fixed xletermiuation to await only the 
arf i,val of Eudocia and her two companion^ 
ere I took post, and hastened to renew th^ 
pr^^Qsals which. I had once , before (but 
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under circumstances so muchjess propitipus)^ 
made to Mr. Cleveland. With their. accus* 
tomecl zealous friendliness, they a(>|»kiiuded» 
and most cordiially wished success to ipyi 
purpose; and I left thpm, in order to be. 
in readiness at the Castle to welcome myi 
coming visitors. 

" It was noon the following day ere they, 
arrived. Of £udocia*s embarrassed and 
diffident countenance^ on first meeting my 
eyes, after the clandestine step in which she. 
had been engaged, it is perhaps scarcely 
generous to speak. You may easily imagine, 
that the moment mast have been painfuU 
The frank affection with which I embi'acedr 
her, and the heiirtiness of my feUcitations,^ 
dissifiated, in some measure, her ccHifiijsion, 
and recalled her banished smiles. - But of 
your brother, my loved Adelai it is impossi- 
ble to say too muchr His open, mauly^ 
deportment, — the look of hone«t conicilia^i 
tion with which he extended towards me< 
his hand, — thesun-shhie of joy illaminating. 
his whole aspect,-—the gratitude which he 
expressed towards Talbot^ aqd the teiider«)» 
i)es^ whjich he manifested for his ilt-assurefi^ 
bridei*-^thede aloiie would ba^v^ naade m^ 



ftSi intAITS OF NA9URB» 



his frjepd^ had no dtspoftitioB to beearae 
such previously existed. 
' ^ Our interview^ I believei (impatient as 
I was to comraence my journey) lasted 
nearly two hours. I infopmed him whither 
I was speeding. He gave to my plan the 
most animated encouragement; w$^ san- 
guine in predicting from it the happiest 
result; and^ consenting to remain- in his 
present quarters till he heard from me, I 
commended him to Annesley^s care, and 
sprung with a bounding heart into my 
chaise.'' 

" And was it Talbot's own proposition to 
become the companion of your journey i^ 
enquired Adela, 

*' He was desiyous^** answered Lord 1S&- 
Bcrdale, ^^ to reach home ere any misrepre* 
aentations of the part which he had acted 
could gain' (icoess to his father^s ear. His, 
object^ he said, i^ accompanying Juliqs^ 
being accomplished, be had now no motive 
to defer his return. Hearing him thus ex- 
press himself, 1, of course, offered him a 
s^t in my carriage : but it was not till we 
entered- London, that the thought occurred 
to me^ of soliciting him to prdoeed ixiAef> 
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m order to prepare the spirits as well as 

temper of Mn Cleveland for my reeeptJon.** 

I^ord Eimerdale tiieu concluded hfs long 

explanation by stating, that when her 

father (apprized of his arrival) jofned him 

m the study, a glance sofficed to convince 

i|rm, that, at length, he was considered as 

no unwelcome visitor. Talbot was, for 

some time, the chief orator of the littfe 

party. He detailed the whole history of 

Julius; and ending by an intimatron of 

the aim which had now brought Lofd En- 

nerdale, left him and his uncle to its free 

discussion, and took his leave. 

The conference which ensued was mbst 
amicable and satisfactory on both sides. 
Mr. Cleveland, whose dread had been so 
intense lest a revival of hostilities between 
Julius and Lord Eunerdale should have re- 
stilted fitwn the reecBt eiopement, seei&ed 
now to think that his Lordship's renewed 
proposals could scarcely be accepted, with 
expressions of too much gratitude, or that 
their past rejection could be apologized for 
wtt!i too much contrltfon. The encourages 

• 

ment Htelf given W JUajor Montherraer, 

• » 

and thenegociatitmiiieAtered intowHh Lord 
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Rotbt)ury, had not, he said, proceeded td 
such lengths^ as to render their revocation 
dishonourable* He had always annexed to 
hisf cpnsent a saving clause — an "//*" of 
, •^ nrnch virtue.'* Adela, at the end of the 
year, was to dispose of her hand only upon 
the supposition of her willing compliance ; 

# 

'—{/'she evinced reluctance, the treaty was 
to be considered a^ null and void. This 
happy, and niost^ provident ifj Mr. Cleve* 
land seemed to hope, would |evel alL.difii- 
culties, and disarm all resentment. . . 
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CHAP, XII. 



CONCLUSIOK. 



HxK father's entrance at length put an end 
to the conficjential dialogue which had so 
deeply interested Adela's feelings, and so 
exclusively engaged her every thought. 

Whatever di-aw-backs to esteem, in the 
opinion of Lord Ennerdale, were the^. 
worfdly-^miiidedness^ the glaring ambitioa 
of his.destmfd £^ther-i|x-laW| het was at this 
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momeat too happy, too abtitidaiitly tatisfied' 
with the favour that had been ahewn him,- 
to examine the motive whence that favour 
sprung with very severe accuracy^ or to he- 
sitate in manifesting every symptom of res- 
pect which the new situation he was placed 
in, seemed indispensably to require. 

But Adela, in flying towards Mr. Cleve- 
land, to acknowledge in broken accents the* 
fill! contentment of her hearty and the af-. 
^ctj^m^te thankfulness towards him witk 
>^ich it overflowed, acted from no effort of! 
cold principle, but was solely instigated by 
impulse and genuine feeling. Her father 
was in many respects wholly unamiable: 
but, not more wilfully blind was he to his 
own defects, than his daughter had scru- 
pulously chosen to remain.- The wish to. 
love and revere him had been so persevering, 
that it had at length effected its own r? alisai-. 
tion. And thus the virtuous propriety 
with which she had not only subdued in- 
herself, but discouraged in her brother, all 
propensity to cabal, to censorious retro- 
spections, to irritating murmurs, had ob- 
tained its meed, and tended to confirm those 
sentiments of filial veneration without 
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y/AMhi/titcMM have knoim no harppfnrw 
under the p»tePBat mof. 

After bent(mwg npon i^er, wi A am em- 

brace that proceeded from real reganf, a 

benedfCtion somewhat psradrag, Mr. C!cvc- 

^md hd her towards Lord EnnerdalCy ami 

placing her hand within his, sotenmly said— r 

** I give you, my lord, in this truly ex-v 
Calient youug ereature, a treasQre of whichr 
I have hot recently learnt to estimate the 
fm\l value, j^ake her as happy as she h 
deserving. I feel coBvim^ed that she writ 
not prove less exemplary as a wife than she 
ha& beett nteproaehablie as a daughter.*' 

IxM^ Btinerdale not only bcKevcd al! 
this, but ten tl^usand times more. Yet, 
pi>ePs WM somiethilig ostentatious in the 
manner of saying it, that repressed the over-* 
fowings of his heart, and he could only 
bow in assenting silence. 

It was now near midnight, and it became 
necessary to settle where the Earl was to 
seek repose. Nothing called him imme- 
diatdy to London ; every thing detained 
him m the neighbourhood of the vflla. Yet 
as Mr, Cleveland (desiroijs to avoid what- 
ever might give sudden umbrage to Mon- 



ihetaa md Lord Rotbimiy) quids Mm no 
o&rof .an apartmeot iwder bis reof^ be rer 
quMted that a servant onight be MOi to 
solicit for him a bed at Mrs, Elmer's. Tbf; 
^^pUcatioD vas successful ; and be at leogtii 
took leaT^ witb a beait lightened of ^viery 
caM«*-^aln)ost foj^etfiil mdeed that caie^ 
^' the penalty of Adam/' co«ld ever ap^ 
praach him ag^io. 

Ill the subsequent coiWtersatiiHiis which 
Adela had now daily ofi^Kirtu^ities^f holdr 
ing with ium^ ^hc; demanded farther eiqplar 
nations of many circumstances that to her 
were ^11 involved in mystery* Bespecting 
the letters which he had wi:it^ to her on 
her first arrival at her father's, she wa$ 

anxious to kticw by whom they were-direet* 

ed and forwwded. 

*' They were alwarjrs sent/' answered bei 

^* under cover to my sister, at Mrs. £1^ 

mer^s, and she employed her maid to for-* 

ward them to yours.'* 

^' But after J ksd forbidden Amy to f^ 

ceive them, was it y^Mir sister who procured 

agents to place them upon my drc|ssiAg<* 

table?" 



.« 
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* ^* One af her principal agents/' said he, 
^rhiling^ ^ was Julius himself ! He has ac- 
Ifnowledged to Talbot, that in his anxiety 
to promote' my interest, now so deeply in- 
volved with his own, he undertook to 
deposit safely, or cause to be deposited 
every letter which I might entrust to Eu- 
docias care.*' ' . 

'^ Then, I presume, that it was likewise 
Julius who prevailed upon the poor girl 
whom my father so precipitately dismissed, 
to attempt insinuating one of these letters 
under my door r^ 

*^ He confesses the heinous feet ! But the 
trifling pecuniary reparation which he put 
into your hands for her, wisis not the only 
one to which his sense • of justice urged 
him. He prevailed upon Eudocia to inte* 
rest Mrs. Elmer in her behalf> and that lady 
has taken the banished culpritinto her own 
service." 

^* I am glad that Julius was so consider- 
ate. But there is one thing more, which I 
am much perplexed to understand. Can you 
account. Lord Ennerdale, for the singular Re- 
serve of Talbot respecting your sister^ even 
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long before Julius became acquainted with 
her ? The first .day I evet saw her, he was 
conducting her to her carriage from a bb^ 
at the play ; and when asked who she wasj 
he absolutely refused telling her name, or 
any particular relating to her family. ** 

*' Talbot was, at the time you speak of,** 
resumed Lord Ennerdale, " undergoing 
something very like persecution from his 
motiier,- in order to induce him to pay to 
Kudocia the most serious court. He owns 
that he greatly admired her, but without 
the smallest wish of ingratiating himself 
into her favour as a lover; and,' I believe, 
that he was sincerely ashamed of the pal^ 
pable advances which Mrs. Cleveland con- 
descended to make to hen ' Eiidocia's feel* 
ings are a little undisciplined; she ex- 
tremely disliked Mrs. Cleveland and her 
daughters, and treated them on all occa* 
sions with provoking and cavalier superci* 
liousness. Talbot, modest and undesign- 
ing, she esteemed and distinguished : yet 
so apprehensive was he of furnishing en- 
couragement to his mothei^'s unfounded 
hopes, that he was as anxious to conceal 
my sister's gracious acceptance of his dis- 
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interest^ zttentixm, as a vdtncr man would 
have been anxious to proclauxi it: he thei:i^ 
tote never mentioned the ajcctdeotal inter- 
views which he had with her; aad when 
he met her in the presence of any of his 
family, he always held hack, and avoided 
as nmch as possible either speaking to, or 
looking at her. 

^' How did it happen,'' said Adela, ^^ that 
so soon after my arrival in town, your 
sister should leiive it, and Ihat we should 
nevtr meet again till Julius brought us to* 
gether in his boat?" 

^^ Lady Bnnerdale seldom quits the coun» 
try till ev^ry neighbonnng family has de* 
s^ted her, and she is dnwn from it by the 
dread of complete solitude. £udaQia» 
therefore, whUst you were at Generd 
Clevpkuid's, was in London without her, 
and only lor a fortnight or ten days, which 
she passed at Xiady Isabella Annesley s^ 
The day after you had seen hen my Adela, 
she returned (however unwillingly) to my 
aunt's rural mansion*'^ 

^^ Have you heard from Lady Ennejndale 
since your sister left her ?*' 

^ Talbot and I met hex on the road in 
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our way up to town. Slie was proceeding 
in all haste up to Mordington Castle, and 
was, a^ you will easily believe, much irri- 
tated, aud in ex tren[>e perplexity. I stop** 
ped» and held with her nearly an hour's 
eouference ; at our parting, she pursued 
her intended route with relenting thoughts^ 
and ere this has^ I doubt not, bestowed 
upon her new relation the sincerest and 
luost cordial blessing." 



As Lord Ennerdaie was now almost do- 
mesticated at Mr. Cleveland's, and prepa- 
rations were openly making for his becom- 
ing a declared member of that gentleman's 
family, it was impossible longer to delay 
the explanation due to Major Monthermer 
and to his noble kinsman. 

Nothing could be more distressing to 
Mr. Cleveland than his meditations upon 
this subject; since, notwithstanding his 
assurances to Lord Ennerdaie, it was but 
too certain that his engagements with thosje 
gentlemen were infinitively more binding 

VOL. v. M 
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and positive than he had thought it condu- 
ciVte to hi« k*eputation to avow. 

He decided, at length, upon making his 
recantation by letter : and accordingly, 
Isritha prolixity which at least answered 
the purpose of pnzzHng the canse, he sta- 
ted, that proposals had, during the spring, 
been made to him for his daughter by Lord 
Ennerdale, which family reasons, at that 
time, compelled him to decline. Those 
reasons no longer subsisted ; and the Earl 
having again applied for his concurrence, 
he trusted that Lord Rothbury and Major 
Monthermer would deem him guilty of no 
dishonorable breach- of contract, ff he con- 
fessed that he now thought himself obli- 
ged not to tv^ithhold it. * With innumerable 
speciotrs professions of inviolable respect, 
deep regret, and boundless gratitude, he 
had the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

This flimsy attempt at justification was 
read by those to whom it was addressed 
with mingled sentiments of indignation and 
conteiiipt. The Viscount especially, resent- 
ed it as a proceeding the most treacherous 
and unworthy. The Major was armed to 
endure it more patiently by the candid warn- 



log which he had recQiyed irom AdeUj; 
apd whatever might be his ofMnioa of th« 
father^ he* at least vindicated the cisMighter 
to Lord Aothbury with the warmest zeaK 

No answer was returned to the plausible 
scroll : — and three days after its delivery, 
Major Monthermer, still retaining his ^^ un* 
housed free condition," was on his road to 
Ireland. 

Mr* Anu^ley and Lady Isabella, who 
came up to be present at the celebration 
of a marriage, which the former, inparti* 
cular, had so long earnestly desired, brought 
intelligence that Julius and his fair partner 
had quitted Mordington^C^stle, and were 
gone on a tour to the Lakes* Lady £n« 
na*dale had likewise withdrawn herself^ 
and ivtired to her accustomed habita* 
tioti in Lincolnshire. These departures 
induced the Earl, immediately after pledge 
ing his vows to the loved being whose hand 
Mr. Cleveland proudly bestowed upon him, 
to carry her do^n to that favorite abode of 
his youth. Aud Adela, anticipating with 
joy a meeting with her sister and Mr. So* 
roerville, and impatient to embrace the 
oogaging twins whom she had ever so a& 

Nil 
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fectionately loved^ set forward on this jour- 
ney with every earthly blessing in prospect^ 
and every grateful feeling in possession. 



The aspiring Alicia^ successful in her 
projects, was united to her wealthy admi- 
rer nearly at the same time that Adela^ on 
motives so widely remote from all ambition, 
contracted her pure and unbought faith to 
the tried friend of her earliest years.— The 
fiucceeding winter^ as she foretold, saw 
the affluent. Lady Harley at the height of 
all fashion — ^admired, copied, envied,— *but 
(if she had possessed a heart) an object of 
the truest pity ! Married in the bloom of 
youth to a man twice her own age— -dull, 
unfeeling^ selfish—she found him possessed 
neither of mental resources, gaiety of tem- 
per, nor liberality of spirit to brighten a 
single hour of her domesti^life. She la- 
vished his money with as little veneration 
for the donor, as she herself excited in 
tl^ose who saw the bawbles on which it was 
aqua^eredt She filled her house with crouds 
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4»f the idle and the dU&ipated, aiQongs^ 
whom it was not even her aim to procure 4 
friend : — and wh^n they left her, uffcctmff 
fatigue and indisposition, to emancipate 
herself from the presence of her husband^ 
she hastened from the room that held him^ 
and thought, (in comparison to his) th^ 
M^cietyof her waiting -woman a happy ex* 
change. — Qft(n e^cposing herself to censi^ne^ 
to misrepresentation^ jto the danger of ruin- 
ing her fame, she yet hwd the prudence to 
remember the fate of Lady Rosalvan, and 
to check her mad career in time. She h^d 
paid too high a price for tli^ wealth fLtf4 
consequence attached to her situation, rash* 
ly to forfeit them for the transient ifclat of 
an adventure of gallantry ; apd she knew 
enough of her own disposition to be aware, 
that obscurity and disgrace would, to her^ 
be the inifallible guides to an early grave. 
With Sir Patrick, therefore, unloving and 
unloved^ she plodded on through a life of 
altiernate" apatby and dissipation—^ Was 
just not ' vicious, * and was just not mad/ 
Of the w;retche4 lady Hosalva^, it was, 
indeed, justly to ^l^e expected that the exam- 
pie sbx^uld prove, ey e(i ;to^a, bein^ 4lv)t:^t« 
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less as Alicia, a most awful warnitig«^-*The 
dupe through life of her own unsettled 
principles, her own restless craving for ide^l 
happiness, she, at length, became their un* 
pitied victim. Her third marriagei consi- 
dered in every point of view, was debasing 
and inexcusable. She had no longer the 
plea of youth to urge in its defence*— she 
had no longer the merit of him Mi^om she 
chose to assign in its vindication. Norris 
was of profligate habits, and vulgar, yet 
not unpretending, manners ; his connec- 
tions,s6rdid and grasping, were the scourges 
of Lady Rosalvan's existence. They preyed 
upon her with the voracity of harpies, and 
gradually bereaving her of every remaining 
comfort, sunk her so low, that,|in the endi 
she sought refuge from her own misery in 
the dreadful resource of inebriation ! — ^This 
destructive passion, aided by the domestic 
wretchedness that had given it birth, shor- 
tened her erring life, and conducted her to 
an unhonoured grave -befoA she had at- 
tained her forty -secdnd year. 

Adela alone, of alFwho had ever known 
her, shed a tear to her memory, and la- 
inented her premature fate. She sent for 
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the worthy Mrs. Temple (that faithful do* 
.' fdestic, wh^se unfeeMng dismission had per- 
haps been one of the severest mortifications 
tbh which Lady Rosalvan bad been con* 
demned), and appointing her to an ea^^ 
post in her establishment^ befriended and 
sustained her through life. 
' Talbot Cleveland, though so generous a 
contributor to Lord Ennerdale's bappinesSj 
wsis hiinself cheerless, dispirited, a»d al* 
Hiost repinrng for more than a year after 
: Adela's marriage. His hopes had scarcely 
ever been sanguine — to their object they 
. had never even been revealed ; yet tiieir 
utter annihilation struck a chill to his 
.heart, threw a joyless obscurity over his 
:.^ jTospects, which it seemed to him almost 
• impossible that any ray of brightness could 
^penetrate. 

' The merit and sweetness of Miss Riyers, 
>vhom accident first, and by degrees design, 
brought him frequently into company with, 
awakened him at length to nK>re animated 
feelings. The death of the unmarried uncle 
whom she had accompanied her mother to 
v-isit near Mr. Cleveland's villa, produced 
so ddvftnt£^^us a change in her circum* 
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Stances, that she became a match for Tat* 

bot^ equal even to General Clevel^ml's 

highest wishes ; and on Adela*s arrival in 

London, the second spring of her mar* 

rjage, she and Lord Ennerdale had the sa-* 

tisfaction ^of greeting him as a ciiearful 

bridegroom, and of seeing him in grate&l 

possession of all those means of domestio 

hagpifiess, which he was so well fitted to 

value and enjoy. 

His pitiable sister, the acverely-smitten 

JemimSi doooied to waste her youth, and 

pne over the decay of her beauty in a 

chamber of alternate languor and pain, 

owed :every solace of her melancholy fate 

to the iinwearied con^pasi^o^ of the gex^*' 

70US Christina. A warii^ as weU as mutual 

affection in tiine ^tablisbed itself between 

them. The better qualities of Jemima's 

heart, after the first bitterness of her re- 

pinings had abated, in this enforced 2;e^ire- 

meni had leisui^ to expand* She became 

patient; mournfully, but una^Eept^dly pia* 

CHl»-*-aiid for every hour of ease, every tes* 

traony of jdndn^sisi, religiously tha^iirfuK 

Barbara, wrapped MpJn ^elf-conpequencci 



# 
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Others, but exacting no assiduity for her- 
self, 'passed through a life of imaginary 
importance, with as little joy as sorrow, as 
few expectations or disappointments as ever 
fell to the lot of human being. 

It had been Adela's immediate care, on 
the return of her father from Sir Thomas 
Forester's (notwithstanding the painful in- 
quietude of that period), to communicate 
to William Hampden and his rejcxcing fa<- 
mily, thenew^^^the old Baronet's relent- 
ing dlispositipn, and to congratulate the 
young soldier on the prospects of worldly 
prosperity that seemed opening befbre hioK 
Het letter coiaveyed as much happiness ta 
Dr. and Mrs. Hampden as to their son« 
Its exhortation to be expeditious in 
paying the permitted visit, was with ala-» 
crity obeyed. Annabel^ weeping herself, 
was pardoned and embraced with lears' of 
paternal affection. Willie was enchanted- 
by the reception that was likewise granted 
to him; and Mrs. Forester, sufiiciently 
punished . by the abortive result of her in- 
terestcsd scheme, was restored, at the inter*" 
cession of the generous young coupte;^ to 

some d^ree of favour. 
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William, raised to affluence, forsook iiot5 
hawevevy his darling profession; be ac« 
quired rank, obtained applause and well- 
earned fame, and tbroughout his military, 
as well as his. domestic career, proved him* 
self amply entitled to every honour with 
vhich he was distinguished* 
. Julius Cleveland, united to the being in 
the world most formed to win and fix him, 
scarcely retained in his npaturity any ves*^ 
tige of the- ftilinge ihot . had shaded his 
farlier years. The impetuosity of his cha*- 
racter subsided, yet its spirit and frankness 
remained. The almost causeless enmity 
which he had so long inveterately che. 
cished. against Lord Ennerdale, was suc>^ 
oeeded by a 'friendship nearly enthusiastic. 
He grew, fend of literature; his taste for 
domestic society (possessing in bis own &« 
inily so .many objects to call it forth) aiig« 
mented datly. Proud of his charming 
wife~*liberal, animated, and exulting in 
his own felicity, he was justly regarded by 
the large circle of connections to which he 
was allied, as their greatest boast, and most 
valuable addition. 

Adela, good, disinterested, guilatess**- 
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with affections the most social--a temper, 
whose " unclouded ray** shed heart-felt 
peace on all withiu its influence*— an ala- 
crity in dispensing happiness as lively a$ 
the gratitude with which she enjoyed it, 
found in Lord Ennerdale a companion 
whose Weetness of disposition, whose ge- 
nuine warmth of heart, and high cultiva*- 
tion of understanding, gave interest and 
animation to every hour of her existence. 
His childi^Ki's-ie ^lierichcd with an unpa- 
rading affection, that perpetually height- 
ened their father's gratefiih tenderness for 
herself; and wh^^ver claims, yet dearer, 
were subsequently made upon her maternal 
tenderness, she was too generous to sufier 
them to interfere with, or to contract the 
love she had professed for these children of 
her adoption. Her dependants, and none 
more than the devoted (and still insepara. 
We) Amy, adored her. She was the bond 
of union between her father and her lord— 
the gayest, the most benevolent, and ever 
the most unpresuming of hum^n beings. 

FINIS. 
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